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The strange and evolving role 
of the thrift store. 
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REMEMBER THE JACKA 


The Bay Area's hip-hop 
community mourns and 
celebrates a friend, father, 
rapper, and mentor. 

By Emma Silvers 
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LETTERS 


DALY CITY VS. 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Should | stay or should | go?: Wow, 
this is such a horrible article. Who cares if 
Daly City doesn’t have “San Francisco's 
flair” [“The New San Francisco,’ Andrew 
M. Dalton, News, 2/5]? That’s what 
makes them different; that is why Daly 
City is not part of San Francisco. The 
writer starts off the article as if Daly City 
is a promising place to live, and then ends 
it with it’s not that great. So what exactly 
is the point of this article? It doesn’t make 
any sense. 


MJ621 


Suburban draw: Daly City is better 
than Oakland. That’s coming from a na- 
tive San Franciscan that loves living in the 
Sunset. Yes, the Sunset is part of the city 
[but is close to Daly City]; a place to park 
and no bridge toll sounds pretty damn 
good. 

Henry V. 


Suburban crawl: No city compares to 
San Francisco. Daly City is just convenient 
living away from the beautiful hectic San 
Francisco, but it’s no fun. The cost of liv- 
ing is almost the same, but the wages are 
super low. Daly City needs to step their 
game up! 

Shauna D. 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Article misses the point: Wow, the 
critic seems to have missed the point com- 
pletely [“Fresh Off The Boat’ Misses the 
Mark,” Katy St. Clair, the Exhibitionist, 
2/5]. The show is funny because the acting 
is good and the timing is perfect. Like My 
Big Fat Greek Wedding, or any other eth- 
nic-centered humor, it [shows how it’s] 
hard to be an outsider, but having a loving 
family will not only get you through, but 
make the journey enjoyable. 

Jomo 


Show is, like, laugh-out-loud hilar- 
ious: In my opinion, [“Fresh Off the Boat” 
is] a terrible title for the show. That being 


Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY siesta 


Haute Dog: A Doggie Runway Fashion Show 
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“Daly City is just 
convenient living 
away from the 
beautiful hectic 
san Francisco, but 
it's no fun.” 


SHAUNA D. COMMENTING ON 
“THE NEW SAN FRANCISCO” 





said, I respectfully disagree with the au- 
thor. I was born in Vietnam and grew up in 
Nebraska and I found the show hilarious, 
like, laugh-out-loud hilarious. There were 
definitely moments in the show that I felt 
[had also experienced growing up. So even 
though it’s not perfect I think it’s a huge 
step forward in putting Asian American 
stories into the mainstream. The fact that 
there is a show that is actually reflecting 
my own experiences back to me is, well, a 
very rare and welcomed experience. 


DonN. 





Lopdided and sarcastic: I can’t find 
where the writer mentions Julian Shat- 
kin’s name, and he is absolutely amazing 
in this movie, and her mention of Debra 
Messing’s character is confusing [“Billie 
Joe Armstrong Is Now an Actor or Some- 
thing,” Emma Silvers, All Shook Down, 
2/4]. This whole review is a bit hard to fol- 
low. I wanted to follow it, but it seems lop- 
sided and a bit sarcastic and is missing 
information. This movie brings to life 
some great characters and everyone 
worked hard and did a great job. 

Natalie N. 


ornia’s Most Art ul 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: (77-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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A city awash with nonviolent offenders. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


Last month, San Francisco 
Police Department officers were sent an 
eye-opening internal bulletin regarding 
a suspect on the loose. 

Per the communique, 29-year-old 
Brad Urmston-Parish was cited and 
released from Central Station at 850 
Bryant for heroin possession and van- 
dalizing a car. After being released, 
“the suspect burglarized a restaurant 


417 feet away from [the station] with- . 


in an hour,” read the report. This was 
not the work of a master criminal: 
“The suspect might have been dis- 
tracted, because he left behind his ID 
and personal effects contained in an 
SFPD property bag cops gave him.” 

So, the police laughed about that 
one a bit. But, with less humor, the 
subject line of this message re- 
ferred to Urmston-Parish 
as a “Prop. 47 suspect.” 

In November, nearly 
60 percent of Califor- 
nians voted Prop. 47 into 
law, shifting a number of 
crimes formerly categorized 
as felonies to misdemeanors, 
and thinning the state’s incar- 
cerated population. 

On the wall of city police 
stations is a “Proposition 47 
Cheat Sheet,” marked “EF- 
FECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 
(11/05/2014)” — meaning 
the police began observing 
the law months before it was 
formally enacted. 

Jail populations are drop- 
ping statewide; San Francisco 
was already on a downward 
trend, experiencing a 30- to 


, is 





50-percent vacancy rate even before 
the new law went into effect (There 
were only 1,108 prisoners as of Jan. 
1, 2015, down from 2,066 as recently 
as Feb. 1, 2010). Releasing nonviolent 
offenders is the commonsense desire 
of reformers everywhere frustrated 
by mass incarcerations 


Vi 4 Pe. 


co Way’ 


and a criminal justice system dispro- 
portionately stocked with low-income 
minorities. It’s also the stated will of 
a hefty majority of California voters. 
But that’s cold comfort for the 
restaurateur whose business was pur- 
portedly knocked over by a man sum- 
marily released following a 
crime that formerly 
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would have been a felony booking. 


The “Cheat Sheet” lists a handful of 
crimes reclassified as misdemeanors 
including shoplifting or grand theft 
of items less than $950 (yes, that 
includes smartphones) and simple 
possession of a number of drugs in- 
cluding heroin, cocaine, “concentrated 
cannabis,” meth, and ecstasy. 

The downside of releasing petty 
criminals onto the streets is that 
there are more petty criminals on 

the streets. Both SF Weekly and the 

Examiner have written extensively 

on the beguiling, inconsistent 

nature of SFPD crime statistics. 

But this much is clear: Larcenies, 

burglaries, robberies, car break- 

ins and other such crimes are 
soaring. A veteran cop calls the 

Proposition 47 Cheat Sheet “the 

‘reason not to be proactive’ list.” 
He and his colleagues are loath to 
go through a three-hour proce- 
dural rigmarole when a suspect 
will be cited out in 20 minutes. 
As such, he and others “turn 
a blind eye” to quality-of-life 
crimes residents of the city’s 
tonier neighborhoods com- 
plain about when they take 
place on their front steps. 
Bypassing three lost hours 
or a criminal charge, the cop 
may demand drug paraphernalia 
from a suspect and simply crush 
it with his heel. This is illegal, 
as it constitutes destruction of 
evidence. 
The nickname for this practice: 
“The San Francisco Way.” 
For comprehensive statistics regarding 
San Francisco's jail population see 
http://tinyurl.com/pf/vxnh. 


Income 
Inequality 


You can be well-off 
and still qualify for a free 
Muni pass. 


Come March 1, disabled 
people and low- to moderate- 
income elderly San Franciscans 
will be eligible for free passes 
onto Muni. 

This beneficent act is ex- 
pected to put a $4.4 million 
yearly crimp on Muni resources. 
Rather than pay this out of the 
city general fund — spreading 
the burden to everyone — the 
cost will instead come out of 
Muni’s general operating bud- 
get, which is same fund used to 
pay for maintenance and other 
necessities. 

This places the burden 
squarely on transit users and 
transit users alone. 

The limit for “gross income” 
for a 65-year-old Muni pa- 
tron hoping for a free pass is 
$68,000 a year. “Gross income,” 
per the IRS, includes pension 
payments, capital gains distri- 
butions, and profits from sales. 
But a senior fortunate enough 
to retire and simply live off his 
or her voluminous savings — 
and rent payments, dividends, 
or interest not exceeding 
$68,000 — is on for free. 

This wouldn't be the case for 
San Franciscans living in subsi- 
dized housing, incidentally. Not 
only do they face scrutiny over 
income, they must also clear a 
threshold on net worth. 

So, a well-off person with no 
“income” wouldn't qualify for 
subsidized housing. But he or 
she would qualify for subsidized 
transit. 

There are no plans, at the 
moment, to subsidize people 
living on the bus. JE 











Lost inthe Fog 


Bay Bridge beacons keep 
failing, right as the weather 
turns foul. 


Driving-by-feel may be border- 
line acceptable when parking a carina 
half-spot in North Beach. But it’s not 
the best way to navigate a supertanker 
through the Bay. Twice of late — the 
Cosco Busan in 2007 and the Overseas 
Raymar in 2013 — hulking freighters 
have rammed the Bay Bridge. 

The latter collision was 
chalked up, in large part, toa 
malfunctioning Bay Bridge radar 


beacon. So it came as somewhat 
disturbing news when, last week, 
media reports revealed the very 
same beacon has conked out once 
more. 

After being informed by the 
Coast Guard on Dec. 17 that the 
$40,000 “RACON B” beacon was 
on the fritz, Caltrans officials 
replaced it one day later. But 
that beacon failed as well, and 
was replaced Jan. 28. That third 
beacon also failed, and is emitting 
only a faint signal. 

The silver lining is that the 
latter two beacons are still on 
warranty. Also, more importantly, 
you will note that no ships have 


recently struck the bridge. 

Caltrans spokesman Myeast 
McCauley notes that, in addition 
to the (malfunctioning) beacons, 
ships navigating the bay are aided 
by lights, fog signals, and buoys. 
They're also equipped with radar, 
GPS systems, and actual human 
beings perched on the bow who'll 
grow agitated if you're approaching 
a bridge. 

McCauley adds that, while Cal- 
trans has maintained beacons on 
the Bay Bridge since 1992, it does 
so because it chooses to: “Caltrans is 
not mandated to have RACONs on 
the bridge.” 

While beacons can be of great 


assistance in foul weather, San Fran- 
cisco wasn't exactly a beacon of foul 
weather in January: For the first 
time in 165 years, the city received 
no rain at all. If you're searching 

for more silver linings, this dryness 
should have helped with regard to 
bay fog: The high pressure systems 
accompanying parched weather 
often lead to offshore winds, which 
blow low-lying moisture westward to 
the open ocean. 

But predicting fog is beguiling: 
Per the Western Regional Climate 
Center, San Francisco Bay’s dry 
January of 2015 was actually foggier 
than nearly any in recent memory. 
Last month, San Francisco Inter- 


national Airport recorded 23 foggy 
days (with visibility of three-quar- 
ters of a mile or less) and six heav- 
ily foggy days (with visibility of 
one-quarter of a mile or less). That’s 
up from 10 foggy days and one heav- 
ily foggy day in January 2014 and 
11 foggy days and zero heavily foggy 
days in January 2013. Meanwhile, 
at Oakland International Airport, 
there were 23 foggy days last month 
and four heavily foggy days. That, 
too, is up from January 2014 (23 
foggy, one heavily foggy) and Janu- 
ary 2013 (14 foggy, 2 heavily foggy). 
As to why this is — and why the 
beacons keep failing — nobody has 
the foggiest. JE 
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CHEM TALES: ONE SAN FRANCISCO DISPENSARY OWNER WANTS TO PUT A STOP 10 SUPER-POTENT EDIBLES. 


Weed Limits 


By Chris Roberts 


I’m afraid of what’s in my 
freezer. 

Wrapped in tinfoil, with “DO NOT 
EAT” scribbled in Sharpie, is a small 
brownie. At 447 calories and 27 grams of 
fat, only some people could eat this choc- 
olate-toffee treat guilt-free. But you can 
forget about trying to run or work it off 
after digesting: A few bites, and you're in 
for a really weird day. If you eat the whole 
thing, prepare for a long, lost weekend. 

This is because the brownie contains 
700 milligrams of THC. That’s the 
psychoactive punch in about an entire 
ounce of high-grade California medical 
cannabis. To put this into context: It 
takes about 15 to 25 milligrams of THC 
to get someone high. The brownie con- 
tains about 35 times that amount. 

Super potent edibles are on the 
rise everywhere marijuana is legal. If a 
brownie like this doesn’t scare you, try 
devouring one of the 1,000-milligram 
chocolate bars available in Colorado and 
California. Even more modest edibles 
are still too much: On my desk there’s a 
pouch of hot chocolate mix containing 
120 milligrams of THC. I cannot give it 
away. I tried pitching the benefit of a re- 
ally relaxing cup of cocoa by the evening 
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fire to a skier bruised by a day’s run. “I 
need to be able to see the next day in 
order to ski,” she says. 

There is a market for these products. 
People are buying them. And edibles are 
becoming stronger and stronger. That 
means that while very few people would 
— or could — smoke an entire bag of 
marijuana, more people are eating the 
equivalent. 

This is not sitting well with Kevin 
Reed. He is the founder and president 
of The Green Cross, one of San Fran- 
cisco’s oldest licensed medical cannabis 
dispensaries. Reed is fine with you being 
stoned; if you see him around town, and 
he knows you're a legal cannabis patient, 
he just may hand you a finger-sized 
joint. But he will not share my brownie. 

“There is no medical necessity that 
requires that kind of dose,” said Reed, 
who is trying to bring concerns of an 
out-of-control, “irresponsible” edibles 
industry to San Francisco City Hall. 

For a long time, Reed limited edi- 
bles sold via his delivery service and 
storefront dispensary to 50 milligrams 
of THC. Patients complained that the 
product was too weak. So he upped it 
to 100 milligrams per package (in two 
50-milligram servings). That stopped 
the complaints, but even that is too 
much for most people, he said. 

Reed’s mother once visited him from 
her native Alabama and asked to try 
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Green Cross Kevin Reed asked city 
officials if they can do something 
about too powerful marijuana 
edibles. 


a cookie. The subsequent ordeal went 
something like this: She thought she 


was having a heart attack; Reed wouldn't 


take her to the emergency room, because 


waiting off a high, the only solution to an 


edibles overdose, is not better in an ER. 
She accused her son of trying to kill her. 
She recovered and mother and son are 
fine, but the experience turned Reed off 
from excessive edibles. 

That scene is certainly being repeated 
across the country. 
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In California, where legal weed is 
only permitted to be used as medication, 
powerful edibles are not medically nec- 
essary, Reed says. They serve one func- 
tion: to get incredibly fucked up. This 
could pose a problem for the patients 
with severe pain or lung problems who 
do need edible cannabis. “We are afraid 
if this trend continues, edibles will be 
taken away altogether,” Reed wrote ina 
letter to the city. 

Even worse: For anyone involved 
with cannabis, including the makers 
of the bomb brownie, experiences like 
these could halt legalization in its tracks. 

In January, Reed wrote to the De- 
partment of Public Health and to the 
Board of Supervisors, requesting that 
something be done. He doesn’t want 
a ban on mega-edibles, just a limit on 
what’s sold in city-licensed medical 
dispensaries, as well as a rule requiring 
dispensaries to tell cannabis patients ex- 
actly how powerful edibles are. Though 
most edibles carry a label, there is cur- 
rently no requirement to label an edible 
with its THC content. 

Reed thinks a 150-milligram limit on 
edibles is reasonable. If you really need 
700 milligrams of THC, he reasons, you 
can eat two or three. Putting all of that 
into one tiny chocolate square, however, 
“it’s like a marijuana roofie,” he tells me. 

At least for now, weed roofies are okay 
in San Francisco. Neither public health 


officials nor elected officials are demon- 
strating any interest in regulating edibles. 

Other than Reed, nobody has com- 
plained to the Health Department about 
edibles being too strong, officials there 
tell me (the city’s entire dispensary pro- 
gram only generates about half-a-dozen 
complaints annually as it is, mostly 
whining about double parking and peo- 
ple smoking weed outside). 

The city could, in theory, regulate 
edible strength the same way the alco- 
hol content in beer and wine and the 
strength of Oxycodone pills are regulat- 
ed. But that would require action from 
the Board of Supervisors, according to 
health officials. 

Only three of the 11 city supervisors 
have given Reed a response. As far as 
what they plan to do remains unknown. 
None of the three responded to a re- 
quest from SF Weekly for comment. 

The reluctance from City Hall is 
partially the cannabis’s industry’s own 
fault. Several attempts to get govern- 
ment and the marijuana industry in- 
volved and working together failed spec- 
tacularly. The edible issue, if unchecked, 
could also be headed toward a much 
bigger disaster. 

As for my brownie, it’s staying put 
until I can find a way to cut it into 
thirty-fifths. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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For Richer and For Poorer 


The strange and evolving role of the thrift store in a strange and evolving city. 


Clarion Alley smells strongly of 
beer and former beer. A trio of none-too- 
young, leather-clad men with shaven 
heads and tattooed faces drinks from pa- 
per baggies at 10:30 a.m. on a weekday 
and nod, furiously, to loud punk rock. 

Some things, apparently, never 
change. 

The punk rock is silenced, instantly, 
by the triple-beep indicating an incom- 
ing text message on a mobile device. 

Some things do. 

On the twee Valencia end of the 
alley is Mission Community Thrift. On 
the grittier Mission Street end is Thrift 
Town. Walking between the former and 
the latter feels like traversing a portal 
in time to the neighborhood’s past. As 
does shopping inside either store. 


Chuck is in a bad way. Decades 
ago, Chuck says, he reached into a bag of 
electronics “and I felt fire in my hand.” A 
brown recluse spider bite put him in the 
intensive-care unit for five weeks. 

Things have never been normal since. 

Chuck is a big guy with longish 
blond hair and a receding jawline in- 
dicative of a lifetime of troubles. He’s 
sitting on a bed in a buddy’s place in a 
Mission District single-room occupancy 
hotel — which is a pretty magnani- 
mous thing for that buddy to let Chuck 
do. He is not a popular guest here. His 
room is barricaded due to a bedbug 
infestation and his skin looks like he 
insulted a porcupine’s mother. In the 
midst of describing the 1970s-era car 
wreck that necessitated the cane sitting 
in the corner, his eyes widen and he 
starts to squirm. He paws at his black 
Levi's, isolates the bug, and crushes it. 

“You see?” he says, brandishing bug 
remnants on a thumbnail curved like 
a scythe. A slightly malevolent smile 
forms: “I got ’em.” 

Your humble narrator does not feel 
a need to inspect further. The subject 
of discussion is, quickly and merciful- 
ly, shifted to Chuck’s outfit; his shirt 
indicates he’s an alum of UC Berkeley. 
Asked about this, Chuck nods and 
laughs. No, he is not an Old Blue. All 
of his clothes are in bags, awaiting 
sterilization. He scared up a few bucks 
and bought this “new” wardrobe at 
Thrift Town. 


Only days later, more than 100 peo- 
ple are lined up outside Mission Commu- 
nity Thrift ahead of its 10 a.m. opening. 
Very few of these people seem to have 
borrowed a handful of bills to replace 
louse-riddled apparel. One man’s fedora 
matches his baseball jersey. He idly swipes 
a smartphone the size of a pizza slice. 
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Struggling and unemployed? 
Tech baron? " 


You may meet in the aisles of the same store. 


In the Mission — and San Francis- 
co writ large — it really is the best of 
times and the worst of times. Among 
the hordes descending upon Mission 
Community Thrift for a half-off sale 
were people who snagged a $4 shirt 
for $2 and someone who bought the 
$1,500 couch in the window for $750. 

There’s no simple narrative to 
encapsulate the demographic meta- 
morphosis of this city. And there’s 
no easy take on the resultant role of 
thrift stores — which, incongruously, 
survive and even thrive in the increas- 
ingly affluent realm of knit bicycle rack 
cozies and artisinal everything. 

Zarin Kresge is the executive di- 
rector of the nonprofit Mission Com- 
munity Thrift. He’s also the guy who 
opens the store in the mornings and 
checks your backpack. He’s young and 
handsome and looks like he shops in 
his own establishment. 

In 2009, when San Francisco was 
reeling, Mission Community Thrift 
had its best year ever. In 2012 and 
2013, when the city’s unemployment 
rate plummeted toward zero and its 
median income throttled skyward, the 
store’s sales were flat. 

In bad times, it seems, two things 
happen: People who otherwise 
wouldn't have resorted to visiting a 
thrift store do so; and people forced 
out of town dump their stuff before 
leaving the city. 

This leads to the perhaps only-in- 
San Francisco phenomenon of former 
San Franciscans squeezed out of here 
returning to bargain shop at San Fran- 


cisco thrift stores. (Clerks who check 
IDs affirm that, yes, that happens an 
awful lot.) 

Perhaps they’ve dropped in to visit 
their stuff. 

Mission Community Thrift is even 
in the Lonely Planet guide — which 
leads to the even more bizarre phe- 
nomenon of people traveling halfway 
around the world to purchase discount 
shirts and ashtrays and Garrison 
Keillor novels. Catering to people who 
need to shop secondhand is no longer 
a viable business. Catering to people 
who want to look like they need to 
shop secondhand is. 

Developers do periodically hit up 
Kresge and offer to take the building off 
the store’s hands for enormous sums of 
money. And, always, they’re refused. 

Because Mission Community Thrift 
is anonprofit whose raison d’étre is 
not making enormous sums of money. 
It owns its building. And has for years. 

A fragrant jaunt through Clarion 
Alley, Thrift Town does not own but 
rents its sprawling home. (Nine baby 
baths alone in the kids section. Better 
hurry.) And, counter-intuitively, it’s a 
for-profit chain. In fact, most of the 
thrift stores of note in this city are run 
by overarching nonprofit organizations 
(Goodwill, Salvation Army, Out of the 
Closet) or national chains (Crossroads, 
Buffalo Exchange). 

Chain stores may not ostensibly be 
popular in San Francisco — but God 
help the independent businessman 
trying to make it in this city (especially 
selling things cheaply). 
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AP Photo 


The key to success in San Francis- 
co’s present, as always, is to have had 
the foresight to buy in the past. 


A procession of apparent vintage 
store aficionados wander up Naples 
Street and into a home in the city’s Crock- 
er-Amazon District. This is, by far, the 
most people who have visited this home 
in a long while. The décor indicates a very 
old woman lived here until quite recently. 

Where she’s relocated to is left un- 
said; everyone's got to go somewhere. 

The basement is full of old soul 
records and the lower level is graced by 
a white danask sofa and matching love- 
seat, Zenith Transoceanic Wave Mag- 
net radio, and faux Roman wall relief. 

Everything must go. Even the elec- 
tric fireplace. 

Amble up the rickety stairs and 
you re in the master bedroom. What a 
find for you ladies if you're sizes 2 to 4; 
an ensemble is on display in the walk-in 
closet. Furs, coats, jackets, shoes, VHS 
tapes, spoons and plates from tourist 
destinations: Everything must go. 

The things that can’t possibly be 
sold, the broken, the bizarre, the God- 
knows-what, are hurled by workmen 
out a massive double-window into the 
backyard below. A growing pile of de- 
tritus is emerging from the brambles. 
It, along with everything else here, will 
be carted away to make room for what- 
ever comes next. 

Everything’s got to go somewhere. 
Some things never change. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


The Snatch 


Thank your sweet gay 
angel. 


AMMIANO'S STIRRED 
BUT NOT SHAKEN 


Former Supervisor and Assembly- 
man Tom Ammiano was in good 
humor after a car he was in was 
struck by a vehicle driven by a 
suspect purportedly in the midst 
of a crime spree. Ammiano tells 
SF Weekly he and the driver of his 
vehicle, his former aide Kimberly 
Alverenga, have scrapes and 
bruises and whiplash but are 
“feeling really lucky” after a Satur- 
day evening incident on Sixth and 
Mission. For this, Ammiano cred- 
its his “gay guardian angel.” While 
idling at the stoplight at around 
6:30 p.m. on Saturday, Ammiano 
says he was jolted as a black Mer- 
cedes ran the intersection and 
sped toward Alvarenga’s car. The 
vehicle, purportedly driven by the 
subject of a police all-points bulle- 
tin, ricocheted off “two or three 
cars’ before slamming, head-on, 
into Ammiano and Alvarenga’s 
vehicle. The driver of the Mer- 
cedes, who purportedly had sto- 
len that vehicle and engaged ina 
number of crimes that day, was 
apprehended not far from the 
scene. After squeezing past the 
airbags and exiting the vehicle, 
Ammiano was surprised when a 
passing cabdriver encouraged him 
to run for mayor. 


SHE'S A PERSISTENT 
PERIPATETIC 


San Francisco’s most notorious 
traveler has taken to the skies 
again. Marilyn Hartman, 63, was 
arrested this week after she re- 
portedly sneaked onto a flight to 
Jacksonville, Fla., without a 
ticket. KGO, ABC7 reports that 
Hartman, a San Francisco resi- 
dent, was arrested in Florida af- 
ter she allegedly tried to check 
into an upscale hotel under some- 
one else’s name. Police say they 
found Hartman fast asleep inside 
her fancy hotel room that wasn’t 
hers. The mere fact that Hartman 
made it past airport security, 
once again, concerns investiga- 
tors and probably everyone else 
reading this story. This would be 
Hartman’s 11th time sneaking 
onboard a plane over the last 
year; seven of those times oc- 
curred at SFO. “We tried every- 
thing, including offering our 
hand to help her out. She doesn’t 
want a hand. I think she just 
wants to fly,” San Mateo County 
District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe 
tells KGO, ABC7. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Explore the most 
Taldarcaeliatcme)t-laley 

in our solar system... 
our own. 


ableyitele ‘yale 


A new planetarium experience, now open. 


Discover the living networks that connect all life 

and see Earth as you've never seen it before. CALIFORNIA 
ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCES 


This program is funded in part by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation. Golden Gate Park 


Get tickets at calacademy.org 
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Body-piercing guru Fakir Musafar helps 2ist-century : 
San Franciscans find transcendence by hook or crook. Vy /, 


It’s my first ritual hook-pull 
and Iam scared shitless. 

Tam one of 15 men who have gath- 
ered at Alchemy, a dungeon space in 
SoMa with exposed brick walls and a 
skylight. I’ve been to Alchemy several 
times before, for kinkster play parties 
and a commitment ceremony. But this 
time is different: the group — ranging 
in age from their 20s up to their 60s 
— will be pierced, hooked, and pulled 
by none other than Fakir Musafar, the 
84-year-old founder of the Modern 
Primitives movement anda hero to the 
temporary body-piercing community. 

Standing in a circle, mostly naked 
except for our boots and jock straps, 
we chant, introduce ourselves, and 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


By? -Peter ‘Lawrence 


share with each other our respective 
levels of experience. To get the endor- 
phins flowing, some people, myself in- 
cluded, get strapped to a St. Andrew’s 
cross for a light flogging to our backs 
and shoulders. 

Then it is time. I refuse to watch 
anyone else until it’s my turn. It re- 
minds me of the day I went hang-glid- 
ing and insisted I be the first to run off 
the cliff for fear I'd chicken out if I had 
to see anybody else do it. 


Hook-pulls (or energy pulls) are not 
new. Native American Plains tribes and 
certain groups in Polynesia, Indonesia, 
and elsewhere have been practicing 
them for centuries. (Some Hindu cul- 


tures have been doing them for nearly 
3,000 years.) The ritual — an insertion 
of metal hooks into the skin for a pro- 
longed period — may mark a person’s 
entry into adulthood or other major life 
transition. Sometimes it’s an annual 
rite. For practitioners in 21st-century 
California, the ritual often involves par- 
ticipants connecting themselves with 
the hooks to create tension through the 
entire group; other practitioners may 
suspend themselves from a ceiling for 
hours at a time, held up by nothing 
more than two stainless steel hooks at- 
tached to their chest or back. Some have 
spears put through their cheeks. Not 
only does this keep them silent, it looks 
really badass. 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


A few weeks after my maiden 
hook-pull, I speak by phone with Fa- 
kir, who is known among the piercing 
community by his first name. Born 
Roland Loomis in Aberdeen, S.D., in 
1930, he grew up a Lutheran on an In- 
dian reservation. There, he observed 
the Lakota perform three- and four- 
day pulling rituals and vision-seeking 
ceremonies at a time when even 
performing a Sun Dance could land 
indigenous people in prison for up to 
20 years. 

“T was hooked on this and rejected 
all the Christian teachings when I was 
about 12 years old,” Fakir says. “I was 
supposed to be a Lutheran minister or 
something. I was the bright kid who 
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Fakir 
Musafar 


Mike Koozmin 


knew all the answers but I didn’t be- 
lieve a word of it.” He soon dedicated 
his life to searching for rituals that 
would help expand his consciousness, 
although “not the rituals of devotion 
like the Catholic Church or some of 
the Hindu things,” he says. “There are 
many paths up the mountain, as my 
friend Ram Dass used to say, but the 
view at the top is the same.” 

In the decades since his youthful 
crisis of faith, Fakir has transformed 
a once-obscure practice into a bur- 
geoning movement of people seeking 
spiritual transcendence through pain. 
After training as an electrical engineer 
and moving to the Bay Area to pursue 
an M.A. in creative writing »>>pl2 
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Chest Pains from p11 


The combination of alternative spir- 
ituality and body modification that is 
a hook-pull was almost unheard of in 
Western culture until the 1970 Holly- 
wood film A Man Called Horse, starring 
Richard Harris as a white man who par- 
ticipates in a Native American piercing 
initiation. Within 15 years, Fakir had ap- 
peared in the seminal 1985 documentary 
Dances Sacred and Profane and later the 
first comprehensive book on body mod- 
ification, Modern Primitives, which took 
its title from a term Fakir coined. He’s 
since made numerous TV and media ap- 
pearances and assembled the book Spirit 
+ Flesh, a 296-page photographic retro- 
spective of his body-play adventures. 

As piercing and tattooing have be- 
come mainstream to the point of trite- 
ness, hook-pulls have mushroomed in 
popularity. Today, Fakir regularly works 
with 50 or 100 people at a time, and 
several groups of that size now meet 
at least once a year in spots across the 
United States. In the Bay Area, where 
interest in a once-languishing BDSM 
subculture has exploded in recent years, 
the two communities have overlapped. 
After I had been invited to a session last 
year, my curiosity eventually overcame 
my terror and I said yes this time. 

At its most basic, the hook- 
pull is a healing practice. “We’re 
always doing this particular 
ritual with the heart chakra; 
that’s the one that’s blocked 
and most screwed up in our 
culture,” Fakir says. “We have 
all this grief and pain and 
garbage that we take into our 
heart chakra, and we’re not able 
to function fully and get into a 
broadminded, altruistic view.” 

The growing awareness of 
that late-capitalist malaise has 
led people to look for wisdom 
elsewhere. “One of the purposes 
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[of the ritual] was to loosen up or open 
the heart chakra so you could respond 
to the chakras above that — through 
speech and song, through writing and 
the intellect, all of which are blocked if 
your heart chakra isn’t functioning.” 
Fakir has taken this “body-first ap- 
proach” to spirituality around the world 
since the 1990s, training protégés, and 
experiencing the bittersweet triumph 
of former pupils who have told him his 
services as a facilitator are no longer 
needed. By the turn of the millenni- 
um, hook-pulls had become, for some 
groups, almost like an extreme sporting 
event or a competitive exercise, some- 
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Courtesy of Pete Lawrence Kane 








Mike Koozmin 


Comparatively hardcore versions 
of a ritual pulling can last for 
hours, or even days. 


times called “trucking.” And then there 
was the Jim Rose Circus Sideshow, 
whose eponymous leader drove nails 
through his nose at Lollapalooza music 
festivals alongside the Lizardman and 
the world’s fattest contortionist. When 
I ask Fakir if he believes all this has 
cheapened the ritual in some way, his 
answer surprises me. “It obscures what 
you get by doing it in a traditional way,’ 
he says, but he expresses no irritation 
with groups that have taken his tech- 
niques and turned them into the equiv- 
alent of bungee-jumping. 

One thing Fakir is adamant about is 
keeping things aboveboard. “I run the 
only school in the country that teaches 
body piercers. We've been running 
the school for 24 years,” he says. “We 
had to go through quite a few hoops.” 
He cites California law AB 300, which 
governs tattooing, body piercing, and 
permanent makeup. “We were bringing 
in people from all over the world and 
training them. As part of their training, 
we have competency testing. We're not 
going to let them go out in the world 
and not be sure they know what the hell 

they’re doing,’ he says. Even more 
stringent licensing requirements 
have made it difficult to train 
new people in states such 
as Oregon, where it’s now 
nearly impossible to hold a 
hook-pull. 

In a way, regulations 
placed on ritual pulling, 
borne of caution from 

the AIDS crisis years, 
m= @=— have almost come full 
circle. Whether stamping 
out indigenous »> p14 


Your humble narrator: 
Peter Lawrence Kane 
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Chest Pains from p12 


practices because the shamans repre- 
sented a threat to the Christian order, 
or adjudicating consensual adults’ 
non-procreative sexual proclivities, the 
state has always been suspicious. And 
that’s a shame, especially as the scene 

I participated in pales next to some of 
the more elaborate practices. Fakir has 
undergone “fasting and severe prepara- 
tions” for ceremonies that involve being 
suspended by hooks for hours, and he 
claims to have had three transformative 
experiences. He once met his God-self 
— who told him, “I’m as close to God 

as you re ever going to be” — and on 
another occasion, in Sundance, Wyo., 
says he “not only met my higher self but 
went out to the cosmos to meet all the 
bright lights and great energy that run 
and govern and control the universe.” 


Back down on earth, in the Alchemy 
dungeon, the piercing is fairly simple. My 
chest is disinfected and two stainless steel 


thin needle inserted vertically through 
my lower forehead. Yossie (a Fakir protégé 
who prefers not to share his surname) 
says it adds “just a bit of sparkle around 
the edges,” and at that point I figure one 
more piercing makes almost no difference. 
I have four permanent piercings already; 
for a couple of hours, I will have seven. 

After a few manic minutes of grin- 
ning and preening in front of a mirror 
as if I’ve just gotten a dramatic hairstyle 
change, I signal to my eager boyfriend 
that it’s okay for him to start tugging 
at me. The initial sensitivity decreases 
quickly, but even the tiniest change in 
pressure is palpable — so much so that 
even when relaxing his pull, he has to 
do it very slowly because the sensation 
is overwhelming. Within 10 minutes, I 
am completely lost in it. 

Even the passive act of standing 
in place getting pulled is exceptional. 
Lying on a bench with a makeshift 
blindfold over my eyes for some sensory 
deprivation is even better. Someone 
shows me a technique for guiding 
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autoclave hooks are inserted into the pec- 
torals, just below the skin. They are 
brought back out again, corked for safety 
and stability, and connected by rope. Be- 
cause there isa little blood and serosan- 
guineous fluid — or a lot, in my case 
—no one is supposed to touch the actual 
hooks, only the rope. (The piercers place a 
high priority on initial sterilization and 
on avoiding any possible contamination 
afterward, and make a point of inculcat- 
ing this in newbies’ heads.) The 11-gauge 
hooks are about the size used in an aver- 
age septum piercing, or about one-tenth 
of an inch in diameter. Although treated 
with reverence, the hooks are actually ba- 
sic fishing gear, manufactured bya 
now-defunct company in Elko, Nev., and 
later cleaned up and made very smooth. 
When the hook pierces my skin, it 
hurts a bit more than my septum ring 
did. But by remaining calm and breath- 
ing exactly as I am told, it’s bearable. 
My boyfriend is holding my hand, and 
another friend’s head is steadying my 
knee — possibly unnecessarily, but it’s 
a sweet gesture. During the process, | 
grimace and perspire, but I’m proud to say 
that I neither yelp nor flinch. (Again, my 
real anxiety was chickening out halfway 
through.) I’m relieved when the second 
hook doesn’t hurt any more than the first. 
For good measure, I get a Third Eye — a 


myself around the room by my own 
rope, which confuses the nervous 
system into making you wonder 
whether you're leading or following. 
You become like a possessed Ouija 
planchette moving of its own accord. 
Given the surroundings, it is unde- 
niably a sexual experience, but few men, 
if any, appear to be aroused. Some of 
the veteran players are engaged in more 
advanced techniques, sitting opposite 
one another on the floor with the soles 
of their feet touching, and pulling each 
other’s ropes. I don’t consider myself a 
spiritual person, but I like new experi- 
ences as much as anyone, and the differ- 
ence between people’s approaches to the 
universe often comes down to a matter 
of vocabulary. I don’t see God or leave 
my body behind, but I do go on a trip. 
Since comparisons between subjective 
experiences are more or less impossible, 
one person’s spiritual transcendence is 
going to be another's momentary ecstasy 
in the here and now, and that’s all right. 
“It’s a chance to go within,’ Mark 
Galipeau, one of my fellow participants, 
later tells me. “I don’t use drugs as a 
gateway to spirituality, so I think the 
hook-pull takes me to a deep spiritual 
place. I don’t do a lot of deep, reflective 
meditative practice in my daily life, and 
I find these moments give me a chance 
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to go with an intention and be open 
to spirit and clarity, and find some an- 
swers to whatever it is I’m working on.” 

An elementary school teacher from 
Sonoma, Galipeau began attending 
hook-pulls every year after he watched 
a suspension at Saratoga Springs, a re- 
treat center in Lake County. “I thought, 
‘Wow, this is wild,” he says. “There was 
an opportunity to do a pull ina safe, 
small community.” 

Eventually, Yossie declared Galipeau 
fit to try a suspension at another event 
in Mendocino County. “We did one 
on our back under a beautiful oak tree 
for about 45 minutes,” Galipeau says. 
“Some people do triathlons. Others do 
rock-climbing. I think it speaks to peo- 
ple who like to push extremes.” 


There are no suspensions today at 
Alchemy. When the time comes to remove 
my own hooks, the sensation is barely per- 
ceptible, and the initial giddiness had long 
since mellowed. In the end, Iam almost 
chagrined that the experience has been a 
junior-grade session compared to some of 
the advanced workshops, although Yossie 
assures me this is not the case. 

I’m open to the likelihood that my 
fairly militant atheism might be a hurdle 
on the path to getting the most out of 
the hook-pull experience, just as my 
self-conscious ungainliness keeps me 
from attaining certain yoga poses. But no 


one is policing anyone’s ideological purity. 


(Still, I can’t help but bike away to the Ea- 
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After training as a protégé under 
Fakir for seven years, Yossie 
(above) has gone on to pierce quite 
a few people. 


gle beer bust to show off the little holes in 
my chest and evangelize on their behalf.) 

Anecdotally, it seems as though 
extreme sexual practices are roaring 
back in San Francisco. I’ve seen T-shirts 
around town that say, “Fisting is the 
new oral.” I ask Yossie if he thinks 
piercing is the new fisting. He shakes his 
head. “It’s an outlier. Fisting is a sexual 
activity,” he says. “Historically, piercing 
and the piercing ritual are much more 
of a spiritual activity. One could argue 
that they’re not dissimilar,” he adds, but 
quickly points out that those who have 
practiced the tradition historically “don't 
claim it as an ecstatic experience — they 
claim it as a religious experience.” 

Again, differences in vocabulary will 
inevitably cloud adequate description. 
But there’s one word that occurred to 
me during the two hours I was pierced, 
and which both Fakir and Yossie use 
as well. That word is “aliveness,” and 
it has connotations to the religion I’ve 
long since bid goodbye to. But there’s 
no denying that a hook-pull is a form 
of communion, and a very fulfilling one 
at that. 

For sure, I'll be doing it again this 
year. 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 
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Thu 2/12 | Art 


HOW MANY PEOPLE DOES 
IT TAKE T0 CHANGE 
ALBANY BULB? 


At the Albany Bulb on the other side of 
the bay, a landfill-turned-park has been 
completely transformed by the commu- 
nity’s personalities. Sometimes known 
simply as “The Bulb,” the area has been 
taken over by a wide range of area resi- 
dents — artists, anarchists, local teens, 
the homeless. Their mark is apparent: 
Large-scale graffiti pieces, sculptures and 
installations line the walkways of the for- 
mer dump. If anything represents the 
Bay Area, a waterfront park filled with 
artwork from all social classes would be 
it. San Francisco gallery SOMArts brings 
a bit of this dynamic commonwealth to 
life with “Refuge in Refuse: Home- 
steading Art & Culture Project.” 
Through a series of films highlighting the 
lives of former Bulb residents, as well as 
pieces from numerous artists inspired by 
or working in the community, audiences 
get a deeper look at the eclectic people of 
The Bulb. 

SOMArts presents “Refuge in Re- 
fuse: Homesteading Art & Culture Proj- 
ect” at 6 p.m. and it continues through 
March 14 at SOMArts, 934 Brannan 
St., S.F. Free; 863-1414 or somarts.org. 
Laura Jaye Cramer 


Fri 2/13 | Art 


REFLECTIONS OF 
THE BLACK PSYCHE 


Endowed with a preternatural count- 
er-tenor and a lasting love of doom metal, 
M. Lamar abandoned his graduate studies 
at Yale to focus on music. Still, calling La- 
mar a composer or even a performer 
would misconceive this creative force. La- 
mar’s current exhibit, “Negrogothic,” 
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Valentine 


plunges face-first into the objectification 
of black men, from slavery to the work of 
Robert Mapplethorpe. One five-minute 
music video finds Lamar overseeing the 
education of naked white men as they read 
books like Toni Morrison’s Beloved and 
Hegel’s Phenomenology of the Spirit while 
locked in stocks. What might be heavy- 
handed under another’s guidance be- 
comes, with Lamar, a delicate but 
determined dance between astute social 
criticism, high camp, and surrealist ex- 
pression. Lamar’s live discourse Surveil- 
lance Punishment and the Black 
Psyche includes performance, music, 
film, and the artist’s singular presence. 
Fans of Orange is the New Black who are 
seeking a pop-culture thrill (Lamar played 
the pre-op incarnation of his twin sister, 
actress Laverne Cox, on the show) might 
think again — this will be heady and 
heavy. 

Surveillance Punishment and the 
Black Psyche starts at 8 p.m. at the San 
Francisco Art Institute, 800 Chestnut 
St., S.F. Free with RSVP; 771-7020 or 
sfai.edu. Silke Tudor 
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Fri 2/13 | Classy Smut 


LIPS AND CHAINS 


Just in time for Valentine’s Day, Erotic 
Arts Events has a fresh crop of smut to 
tickle your fancy. Highlights from the two 
dozen artists at “On The Edge 5: 
Erotic Photography and Sculpture 
Exhibition” include Ronnie Olson and 
his “sexy holography,’ created with a laser 
designed to capture images of spread la- 
bia with 1,000 times the detail of tradi- 
tional photography. That’s science, yo. 
Rife with symbolism and boobs, the dou- 
ble-exposure Gods series by The Antic 
Staatsoper (he’s French) has Cassandra 
nibbling her way down to Pandora's box. 
Model-turned-photographer Filiberto 
Avila’s Waiting to Be Reborn, depicting a 
woman trapped ina TV set, recalls Ruth 
Bernhard’s In the Box — Horizontal (as 
well as the failed flick Boxing Helena) with 
a clever critique of consumerism and 
standards of beauty. Body painting, 
ropes, pole dancing, and a latex fashion 
show will also keep you at attention. Cele- 





Young Blood 
p.21 


brate VD here with your sweetie, ‘cause 
nothing says “I love you” like whips and 
chains. 

“On the Edge 5” starts at 4 p.m. and 
continues through Sunday at SOMArts 
Cultural Center, 934 Brannan St., 

S.F. $10 (free on Sunday); 884-2579 
or eroticartevents.com. Michael 
Singman-Aste 


Sat 2/14] Comedy 


LOVE, AFFECTION, AND 
SOULDESTROYING 
HUMILIATION 


Ah love, the inspiration of poets and bards 
— and the most mortifying moments in 
almost anyone's life, which is why 
Crushes, Loves, and One-Night 
Stands promises such cringe-worthy 
comedy. Recall Woody Allen in Annie Hall 
trying to play it cool as he does cocaine for 
the first time, or Michael Cera’s accidental 
booby punch in Super Bad? Well, in the 
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Cinecave, the sentiments can be sweet, 
but the humiliation is real. Last month, 
hosts Richard Toomer and Gabrielle Poccia 
shared tales of a junior high infatuation 
that ended with a 10-page choose-your- 
own-adventure love letter, and a one-night 
stand with a sailor that ended with an un- 
fortunate but curable STD. Between set 
pieces, there was relationship-based com- 
edy, line-for-line translations of lovers’ 
squabbles, and many knowing nods. Four 
new comedians and one musician are join- 
ing the stage, so arrive early because space 
is limited (and leave with a rom-com 
rental, because Lost Weekend could really 
use some sugar). 

Crushes, Loves, and One-Night Stands 
starts at 10 p.m. in the Cinecave at Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia St., S.F 
$10; 643-3373 or lostweekendvideo. 
com. ST 


Wed 2/18 | Sartorial Philosophy 


DRESSED FOR DURESS 


Clothes: with them we're styling, fierce, ar- 
mored for the day. Without them, we’re 
breaking the law, at least in Supervisor 
Scott Wiener’s San Francisco. Brooklyn 
artist Emily Spivack, creator of the Smith- 
sonian’s fashion history blog, gets under 
our skin by slipping right over it in the 
best-selling Worn Stories. The compila- 
tion of tales about the glad rags we've 
gilded with emotions include Rosanne 
Cash musing about her dad’s purple shirt, 
Orange Is the New Black author Piper Ker- 
man remembering the beige skirt-suit she 
wore to her sentencing, and Simon 
Doonan eulogizing the world’s most noble 
pair of fugly biker shorts. Ask Spivack to 
expound on the story behind her own sar- 
torial treasure: a pair of black plastic flip- 
flops her grandma bought on a Delaware 
boardwalk decades ago. 

Emily Spivack speaks at 7:30 p.m. at 
Booksmith, 1644 Haight St., S.F. Free; 
booksmith.com or 863-8688. Giselle 
Velazquez 
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LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Portraits of Strangers, Someones 
& Nobodies: Group show featuring work by Melanie 
Alves, Brianna Angelakis, Adam Caldwell, Mike Davis, 
NoMe Edonna, Micah LeBrun, Lee Harvey Roswell, 
Mike Shine, John Waguespack, Ursula Xanthe Young, 
Adam Ziskie, and many more. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through Feb. 28. 111 Minna, San Francisco, 
974-1719, 111minnagallery.com. 

836M. Banksy: Haight Street Rat: Through July 11.836 
Montgomery, San Francisco, 836m.org. 

a.Muse Gallery. Hybrid: A Collage Show by Four Bay 
Area Artists: Featuring Ken Graves, John Hundt, 
Catie O'Leary, and Vanessa Woods. Through March 
8. 614 Alabama, San Francisco, 279-6281, your- 
musegallery.com. 

Adobe Books. Anastasia Kuba: Russian Railroad 
Stories: Medium format photographs. Through 
Feb. 15. 3130 24th St., San Francisco, 864-3936, 
adobebooks.com. 

Alter Space. Ma Li: Seeing, Peeping, Scrying: Thurs- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. William 
Emmert & Joey Enos: Practice in Paradise: Thurs- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. 1158 


GET YOUR 


TICKETS NOW 
$20 general, $10 college students 


V Asian 
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Howard, San Francisco, 735-1158, alterspace.co. 

Ampersand International. Patrick Sean Gibson & Sam 
O'Leary: Street Noise & Tethers: Curated by Out of 
Hands Onto Walls. Starting Feb. 13. Thursdays, Fri- 
days. Continues through March 27. 1001 Tennessee, 
San Francisco, 285-0170, ampersandintlarts.com. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. John Nelson: Flowered: 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through March 13. 545 
Fourth St., San Francisco, 495-2090, asgallery.com. 

Anthony Meier Fine Arts. Richard Hoblock: New 
Paintings: Tuesdays-Fridays. Continues through 
Feb. 13. 1969 California, San Francisco, 351-1400, 
anthonymeierfinearts.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. Artifacts: Group show cele- 
brating Arc’s five year anniversary. Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays. Continues through March 3. 
1246 Folsom, San Francisco, 298-7969, arc-sf.com. 

Art Attack SF. Keith Magruder: The American Dream: 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 1. 
2272A Hyde, San Francisco, 814-3136, artattacksf. 
com. 

Artists’ Television Access. Kit Young: Believing Is 
Seeing: Multichannel video installation in the ATA 
Window Gallery. Through Feb. 28, 4-8 p.m. 992 
Valencia, San Francisco, 824-3890, atasite.org. 

Bash Contemporary. Myth, Magic & Lore: Group 
show featuring work by Jean-Pierre Arboleda, Jeff 
Christensen, Julianna Menna, Christopher Ulrich, 
David Van Gough, Sandra Yagi, and many more. 
Starting Feb. 14. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 14. 210 Golden Gate, San Francisco, 
926-8573, bashcontemporary.com. 

Bay Model! Visitors Center. Joseph A. Blum: The Bridge 
Builders - Constructing the New East Span of the 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge: Photographs. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. 
2100 Bridgeway, Sausalito, 332-3870. 

Bird & Beckett. Robbie Sugg: Recent Imprints: Exhibit 
of lithographic monoprints in the bookstore’s new 
Ex Libris gallery space. Daily. 653 Chenery, San 
Francisco, 586-3733, birdbeckett.com. 

Book & Job Gallery. Let's Get Xeroxing: Submis- 
sion-based group show of B+W photographs printed 


. 
- @ 
tal 

3 
a 


~ COURTES 


7 
p 
a on 
* » 
4 i > .",* 
. 


. 
~ 
* 
Be 
* 
? 
” 
é c 


ona photocopy machine, all of which are on sale for 
$10. Feb. 12-15. thephotocopyclub.com. 838 Geary, 
San Francisco, 857-4330, book-job.com. 

Campfire Gallery. Raised on Replicas: Group show 
of seven printmakers co-curated by Drew Grasso. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 22. 3344 24th St., San Francisco, 800-7319, 
campfiregallery.com. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. Off 
Broadway: Prop-themed group show organized by 
Nairy Baghramian. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. Jos de Gruyter & Harald Thys: Tram 
3: Steel sculptures, recent drawings, video, and 
more. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through April 
18. 360 Kansas, San Francisco, 355-9670, wattis.org. 

City Limits. Mystic Pizza: New work by Lisa Rybovich 
Crallé, Scott Hewicker, Courtney Johnson, and 
Tamra Seal. Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 
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21. 300 Jefferson, Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com. 

The Compound Gallery. Happy Accidents: New Work 
by John Casey: Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 8. 1167 65th St., Oakland, thecom- 
poundgallery.com. 

Creativity Explored. Daniel Green: Days of Our Lives: 
Through March 4. 3245 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-2108, creativityexplored.org. 

Crown Point Press. Wayne Thiebaud: Eight New Etch- 
ings: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through March 27. 
What's in a Line?: A Group Show: Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through March 27. 20 Hawthorne, San 
Francisco, 974-6273, crownpoint.com. 

David Brower Center. Lisa K. Blatt & Christina Seely: 
The Speed of Light: Photographs explore the 
relationship between humans, light, and time. 
Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. Continues through 
May 14. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 510-809-0900, 


SEE TIME IN ANEW LIGHT 


Though it’s easy to get sucked into our San Francisco bubble, every now and 
then we come across images that bring us back to earth. Be it a majestic moun- 
tain peak, sharp glacier, or a hidden creek — there is an entire world beyond 
our bay that seems untouched by both time or civilization. Armed with a sim- 
ple premise, artists Lisa K. Blatt and Christina Seely traveled the world, from 
China to Antarctica, to explore the relationship between humans, light, and 
time. In “The Speed of Light,” the pair showcases these elements via sev- 
eral series of photographs. The two women use simple, elegant photography 
to examine natural sunlight vs. man-made city lights. Sometimes the results 
are beautiful, sometimes a little sad — either way, audiences see just how 
modern technologies might help (or hurt) the balance between humans and 
the natural planet. 

“The Speed of Light” starts at 10 a.m. and the exhibit continues through 
May 14 at the David Brower Center, 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley. Free; (510) 
809-0900 or browercenter.org. Laura Jaye Cramer 
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browercenter.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Vanessa Marsh: Everywhere 
All at Once: New photogramic landscapes that make 
you feel like a witness to a magical spectacle. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
210 Post, San Francisco, 956-3560, dolbychad- 
wickgallery.com. 

The Dryansky Gallery. David Mitchell: Boundaries: 
Abstract color photographs. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 12. 2120 Union, San 
Francisco, 932-9302, thedryansky.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Francesca Pastine: Totem: 
Hand-cut magazine manipulations and archival 
prints on paper. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 21.1295 Alabama, San Francisco, 867- 
7770, eleanorharwood.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Tibor Simon-Mazula: Oil paintings. 
Fridays, Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
80 Fresno, San Francisco, 500-2323, emtab.org. 

Et al.. Anthony Discenza: Trouble Sleeping: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 27. 620 
Kearny, San Francisco, 269-4873, etaletc.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Sam Flores: A Light in the Darkness: 
New paintings. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Alec Soth: Songbook: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through April 4. 49 Geary, San 
Francisco, 981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Tucker Nichols: New Paintings: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 6. 501 
Third St., San Francisco, 626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Pamela Wilson-Ryckman: Berlin 
Stories: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 21. Tomas Nakada: Diaspora: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through March 21. 14 Geary, San 
Francisco, 433-2710, gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. The Return to Reason: Allie 
Haeusslein of Pier 24 Photography curates the first 
all-photo show at Gallery Wendi Norris, with work 
by Stephen Gill, Yamini Nayar, Chloe Sells, Lorenzo 
Vitturi and, Hannah Whitaker. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 28. 161 Jessie, San Francisco, 
346-7812, gallerywendinorris.com. 


Seduction: Japan's Floating World | The John C. Weber Collection examines the decadent lifestyle associated 
with the entertainment and pleasure districts of Edo-period Japan (1615-1868). The art of Seduction comes to 
life at our opening party, deejayed by Proof (Massive Selector) and peppered with impromptu performances 
by interdisciplinary artist Midori and a cast of frisky characters. Drink and dance the night away on this bold 
and bawdy evening. 

200 Larkin Street 


San Francisco, CA 94102 
IWVAWAWAr-siF- la r-la Ke) #24 


Asian Art Museum 
Chong-Moon Lee Center 
for Asian Art & Culture 


MEDIA SPONSOR: the Bold Nal 
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Gauntlet Gallery. Thank God It's Frida: Group exhibit 
celebrating Frida Kahlo with works by Rebecca 
Adams, Marie Bergeron, C215, Kieran Collins, Justin 
Kane Elder, Kohshin Finley, Valentin Fischer, MJ Lindo, 
Jen Mann, Johannah O'Donnell, Cheyenne Randall, 
Geoff Trapp, Helice Wen, and more. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through March 7. 1040 Larkin, San 
Francisco, 590-2303, gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Erin Lawlor: London Fields: 
New oils on canvas. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 21. Tama Hochbaum: Silver Screen - 
Dancers: Photographic grids featuring screenshots 
of dancers in classic films, the faces of which — like 
apparitions from a golden era of Hollywood — are 
haunting and alluring. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Contin- 
ues through March 21. 315 Potrero, San Francisco, 
103-4400, georgelawsongallery.com. 

Goethe-Institut. The Other Worlds of Werner Herzog: 
Multimedia exhibition dedicated to the (in)famous 
German film director. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through Feb. 13. 530 Bush, San Francisco, 263-8760, 
goethe.de/ins/us/saf/enindex.htm. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Jake Longstreth: Free Range: 
New paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 14. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 296-9661, 
gregorylindgallery.com. 

Hashimoto Contemporary. 1010: Limbus: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 804 
Sutter, San Francisco, 655-9265, hashimotocon- 
temporary.com. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Nicole Phungrasamee Fein: Vantage: 
New watercolors on paper. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 14. Surabhi Saraf: Fold: 
Wall-sized video projection. Through March 14. Jutta 
Haeckel: Eternal Return: 20 new paintings. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 14. 260 
Utah, San Francisco, 495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Inclusions Gallery. Colette Crutcher & Natasha 
Dikareva: Downtown Atlantis: Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 7. 627 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco, 817-1493, inclusionsgallery.com. 

Interface Gallery. Make Things (Happen): Collabora- 
tive group show organized by Christine Wong Yap. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 
1. 486 49th St., Oakland, 990-8028, interfaceart- 
gallery.com. 

Istituto Italiano di Cultura. Max Papeschi: Fifty Shades 
of Gold: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through March 
13. 814 Montgomery, San Francisco, 788-7142, www. 
iicsanfrancisco.esteri.it/IIC_Sanfrancisco. 

Jack Fischer Gallery. Deborah Barrett & Gina Pearlin: 
Undercurrents: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 14. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 956-1178, 
jackfischergallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Director's Pick: Group 
show featuring 12 established gallery artists, plus 
introductory works by Melanie Pullen and Lavender 
Wolf. Mondays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
28. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 677-0770, jenkins- 
johnsongallery.com. 

Johansson Projects. Jennie Ottinger: Letters to the 
Predator: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 28. 2300 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-9140, 
johanssonprojects.com. 

Leica Store San Francisco. Matt Stuart: Look Both 
Ways: Street photography. Mondays-Saturdays. 
Continues through April 2. 463 Bush, San Francisco, 
801-5066, leicastoresf.com. 

Lexington Club. The Lex Final Art Show: A Photo & Flyer 
Retrospective: Daily. 3464 19th St., San Francisco, 
863-2052, lexingtonclub.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Affordable Art Series 2: Group 
show featuring work by Monty Guy, Alec Huxley, 
Leon Jay Loucheur, Kelly Ording, Erik Otto, Reuben 
Rude, St. Monci, Kevin Ear! Taylor, Evan Venegas, and 
Ursula Xanthe Young. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 9. 3318 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 647-5888, lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. Alive! A la Vie!: Children 
of Buchenwald: Photo exhibit depicting survivors of 
the German concentration camp, including their lives 
before and after the war. Through March 15. 100 
Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4277, sfpl.org. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Sarah Thibault: Stay- 
cation: New paintings. Tuesdays-Fridays. Continues 
through Feb. 27. 1 Sutter Ste. 300, San Francisco, 
369-9404, wolfecontemporary.com. 


Sat 2/14 |Dance 


FEWER ROSES, MORE RHYTHMS 


That holiday in which we are asked to commodify our affection in carbon-based 
confections — roses and chocolates for amateurs, diamonds for more hard-hit- 
ting players — is swinging around again. The pressure to conform or admit to 
our failure to emote in culturally legible terms, or let’s face it, to even obtain an 
object upon which to implant such emotion, is overwhelming. Enter James Gra- 
ham Dance Theatre’s fourth annual Dance Lovers concert, which teams up 
performers in self-choreographed duets that express a range of partnerships — 
lovers, certainly, but also buddies, roommates, biological twins, and more. Com- 
memorating the idea of relationships with a variety of genres and styles, this 
concert is for those who love dance and those who love love alike. 

James Graham Dance Theatre’s Dance Lovers starts at 8 p.m. and runs 
through Sunday at Joe Goode Annex, 401 Alabama St., S.F. $15-$30; dance- 
lovers2015.brownpapertickets.com or jamesgrahamdancetheatre.com. 
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The McLoughlin Gallery. Jeff Muhs: Eight Strikes 
of a Wild Cat: New paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 21. 49 Geary Ste. 200, San 
Francisco, mgart.com. 

Mezzanine Gallery. Jeffrey Thompson: Out of Print: 
Through March 10. 342 Grant, San Francisco, 394- 
0500, hoteltriton.com. 

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts. Jeremiah 
Barber & Ingrid Rojas Contreras: Lo Real Maravilloso 
(The Marvelous Real): Sculpture, video, collage, 
drawings, and photographs by the Bay Area duo 
whose artistic themes frequently address personal 
history. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 28. 2868 Mission, San Francisco, 821-1155, 
missionculturalcenter.org. 

Modern Eden. The Zealot's Elixir: Group show featuring 
three-dimensional art curated by Doubleparlour. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. 
801 Greenwich, San Francisco, 956-3303, mod- 
erneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Fan Ho: A Hong Kong Memoir: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 49 
Geary, San Francisco, 732-0300, modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Andreas Nottebohm: Electrical Ether: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
Duncan Hannah: Foreign Affairs: Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Feb. 28. 685 Market, San 
Francisco, 541-0461, modernisminc.com. 

Pier 14. Flaming Lotus Girls: Soma: The large-scale 
metal sculptors of Burning Man fame present their 
latest work — a twisting neural form featuring 
interactive LED light patterns — on outdoor dis- 
play. Through July 1. Embarcadero at Mission, San 
Francisco, N/A. 

Pier 24 Photography. Secondhand: Group show 
featuring more than a dozen artists who rework 
a wide variety of found images. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through May 1. Pier 24, San Francisco, 
512-7424, pier24.org. 

Public Works. Gabriel Castellanos: Wasted: Through 
Feb. 28. facebook.com/RollUpGallery. 161 Erie, San 
Francisco, 932-0955, publicsf.com. 

Ramon’s Tailor. Cara Levine: Gravity, A Fact Everybody 
Knows About: Three-channel video installation. 
Through March 28. 628 Jones, San Francisco, 
ramonstailor.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. The Visual Voice: New Photo Book 
Narratives: Group show featuring work by Stephen 
Albair, Luis Delgado, Brad Freeman, Lydia Goldblatt, 
Patricia Lagarde, Clifton Meador, Carlos Javier 
Ortiz, Jana Romanova, Wenxin Zhang, and more. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 3. A 
Changing Mission: Local photographers document 
the forces of gentrification currently affecting E/ 
Corazon de Ia Mision. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 3. 428 Third St., San Francisco, 495- 
3773, raykophoto.com. 

Richmond Art Center. The Act of Living Black: Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 27. 2540 
Barrett, Richmond, 510-620-6772, therichmond- 
artcenter.org. 

Romer Young Gallery. Patrick Brennan: New Paint- 
ings: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 21. 1240 22nd St., San Francisco, 550-7483, 
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romeryounggallery.com. 

Root Division Pop-Up Gallery. Museum of Broken Re- 
lationships: Group exhibit of anonymously donated 
objects and other reminders of love gone wrong. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 
28. brokenships.com. 1059 Market, San Francisco, 
863-7668, rootdivision.org. 

Royal NoneSuch Gallery. Not Much to Look At: New 
Ugly Paintings: Group show featuring work by Brian 
Brooks, Amanda Curreri, Matthew Gordon, Maggie 
Haas, Kelly Lynn Jones, Robert Minervini, Maysha 
Mohamedi, Jennie Ottinger, Erik Parra, George 
Pfau, Sarah Thibault, Ben Vilmain, Emily Wick, 
and Jake Ziemann. Saturdays, Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 
Continues through March 1. 4231 Telegraph Ave., 
Oakland, 652-1623. 

Ruby Skye. Present: The latest pop-up event from 
RAW:San Francisco featuring paintings, photogra- 
phy, fashion, music, and more. Wed., Feb. 18, 7 p.m. 
$15-$20. rawartists.org/sanfrancisco/present. 420 
Mason, San Francisco, 693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

San Francisco Art Institute. M. Lamar: Negrogothic: 
A face-first plunge into the objectivation of black 
men, from slavery to Robert Mapplethorpe, that 
combines astute social criticism with high camp 
and surrealist expression. Through Feb. 28. 800 
Chestnut, San Francisco, 771-7020, sfai.edu. 

San Francisco Main Library. The World Inside: The 
Art of Leland Lee: Through April 23. 100 Larkin, 
San Francisco, 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Walter Quirt: Revolutions Unseen: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 14. 251 
Post, San Francisco, 291-8000, sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Group f.64: Founders & Follow- 
ers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 
28. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 788-4641, scottnich- 
olsgallery.com. 

Secession Art & Design. Silvi Alcivar & Shannon 
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Weber: Open: The first gallery show at Secession’s 
new location features poetry, public love notes, 
and other text-based art. Tuesdays-Sundays. 3235 
Mission, San Francisco, 279-3058, secessionsf.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Jordan Doner: A Revolution in 
Luxury: Site-specific installation of large-scale color 
photographs, sculpture, and video. Through March 
8. 55 Geary, San Francisco, 421-7770, sorokko.com. 

SF Camerawork. Chris Fraser: Revolving Doors: A new 
interactive installation designed as an “architectural 
intervention” in response to the city’s gentrification. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 21. 
1011 Market St. 2nd Floor, San Francisco, 487-1011, 
sfcamerawork.org. 

SFAQ [Project] Space. SFAQ [Project] Space Preview 
Party: This release party for the art mag's 19th issue 
also includes a sneak peek at SFAQ’s new exhibition 
space on the same block as Ever Gold Gallery and 
The Thing Quarterly. Thu., Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m. free. 449 
O'Farrell, San Francisco, sfag.us. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center. 
Gentrification: Displacement, Eviction, and the San 
Francisco Housing Crisis: Through Feb. 19. 1650 Hollo- 
way, San Francisco, 338-1112, sfsustudentcenter.com. 

SMAart Gallery & Studio. Socially Conscious Ab- 
straction: Ceramic and mixed media sculpture by 
Steve Allen, Jennifer Brazelton, Cameron Crawford, 
Shenny Cruces, Pancho Jimenez, Tiffany Schmierer, 
Shannon Sullivan, and Sue Whitmore. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through March 7. 1045 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 962-7877, smaartgallery.com. 

Smith Andersen North. Joe Schwartz: Folk Photogra- 
phy - Poems I've Never Written: Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 7. 20 Greenfield, San 
Anselmo, 455-9733, smithandersennorth.com. 

Southern Exposure. Sets: A series of two-week 
projects featuring process-based video and per- 
formance work, including Christy Chan's ‘‘Who’'s 
Coming to Save You” (Jan. 9-24), Chris Kallmyer’s 
“Los Angeles Department of Weather Modification: 
Northern Bureau” (Jan. 29-Feb. 14), and Olivia 
Mole’s “YOGAFLOGOGO” (Feb. 21-March 7), plus 
special events. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 7. 3030 20th St., San Francisco, 
863-2141, soex.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. PRISMA Artist Collective: Third 
Annual Group Show: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. prismacollective.com. 816 Sutter, 
San Francisco, spoke-art.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Zak Smith & William T. Vollmann: 
It's My Job to Be a Girl: Paintings and photographs. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
7. 2747 19th St., San Francisco, 263-3677, steven- 
wolffinearts.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. New Abstraction: Featuring 
work by David Fought, Danielle Lawrence, Linn Myers, 
and Jessica Snow. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 21. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527- 
1214, traywick.com. 

UCSF Women's Health Center. Serenity: In Harmony: 
Featuring art by Carol Aust, Ann T. Elliott, Marc Ellen 


BUMP GRIND, AND FIND AT THE MUSEUM 


Ever visit a museum and get blown away by, well, just how damn sexy some of the 
pieces are? Nobody would blame you — if subjects didn’t have some sort of je ne 
sais quoi, who would bother immortalizing them in a piece of art? In the sensual 
spirit of Valentine’s Day, Legion of Honor patrons are set loose in search of nu- 
dity, sex, and love in Watson Adventures’ Naked at the Art Museum Scav- 
enger Hunt. Breaking off into teams, each group must follow a set of cryptic 
clues in order to find artworks that appeal to the more carnal side of the art-lover 
in all of us. Want to see a handsome (and jacked) Hercules? How about nude 
Greek athletes? Or maybe wide-eyed bathing beauties are more your thing. Either 
way, just don’t be the fool desperately searching the city in pursuit of last-minute 
dinner reservations on Valentine’s Day. Be the fool happily browsing one of the 
best museums in the world in search of the hottest scantily clad Venus. 

Watson Adventures presents Naked at the Art Museum Scavenger Hunt 
at 2 p.m. and it continues through Sunday at the Legion of Honor, 100 
34th Ave., S.F. $20 plus museum admission, $6-$10; (866) 811-4111 or 
watsonadventures.com. Laura Jaye Cramer 
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Hamel, Carol Rienecker, and Holly Van Hart. Through 
April 14. 2356 Sutter, San Francisco, 353-2293, 
ucsfhealth.org. 

USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. Reformations: Diirer 
and the New Age of Print: Includes 70 woodcuts and 
engravings by Renaissance printmaker Albrecht 
Diirer, plus more than 40 printed books published 
between 1465-1525. Through Feb. 22. 2130 Fulton, 
San Francisco, 422-2044, usfca.edu/library/thacher. 

Vessel Gallery. Notions of Romance: Group show 
featuring David Burke, Gordon Glasgow, Thekla 
Hammond, Diana Hobson, Kevan Jenson, Walter 
James Mansfield, Cyrus Tilton, and Sanjay Vora. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 14. 471 
25th St., Oakland, 510-893-8800, vessel-gallery.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Zachary Roberts: Fictional Histories: 
Featuring original paintings, mixed media sculptures, 
and an installation. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 7. 3681 Sacramento, San Francisco, 
423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 

Zener Schon Contemporary Art. Benito Rangel de 
Maria: Navigating Boundaries: Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 28. 23 Sunnyside, Mill Valley, 
738-8505, zenerschongallery.com. 


COMEDY 


Am | Rite?: Hosted by Corey Largent and Jules Posner. 
Third Monday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/arewerite. The Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 
Folsom, San Francisco, 552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, bestofsf- 
standup.com. The Variety Preview Room (The Hobart 
Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 781-3893, 
varietync.org/screening-room. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) 
a chance to unburden their minds at this regular 
night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, 
cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Clint Coley: Young Man. Old Soul.: With Tahir Moore 
and Hannibal Thompson. Thu., Feb. 12, 8 p.m., $15. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi 
and guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi. 
com. Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Crushes, Loves, and One-Night Stands: Richard 
Toomer and Gabby Poccia host a night of comedy 
routines, stories, and songs about the most de- 
structive force in the universe — love. Sat., Feb. 14, 
10 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Second and Fourth Thursday of every month, 
7p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Emma's Coffeehouse, 
5549 Geary, San Francisco, 933-6632. 

Cynic Cave: Friday: With Cliff Hengst, Yuri Kagan, Ryan 
Papazian, Alfonso Portella, and Kevin Whittinghill. 
Fri., Feb. 13, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 

Cynic Cave: Saturday: With Miles K, Johnny Navarro, 
Kate Willett, and hosts George Chen & Kevin O'Shea. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly open 
mic means that you, too, can share the same stage 
where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., 
free. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649- 
6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
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duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 954-0777, 
johnnyfoleys.com. 

Females: The Ride: New routines from PianoFight's 
resident all-woman sketch comedy troupe. Thu., 
Feb. 12, 8 p.m., $15-$30. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Food Fight Club: With guest riffers Aviva Siegel, Dash 
Kwiatkowski, and Frankie Griffen. Tue., Feb. 17, 8 
p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extravaganza: A 
wacky talent showcase with host Meredith Godfrey. 
Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., free. The 
Hearth, 4701 Geary Blvd., San Francisco, 751-0200. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, San 
Francisco, 431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., 
truehustleentertainment.com. BrainWash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Hostel Comedy: Host Andrew Roberts welcomes 
visitors to the city by giving hostel dwellers a chance 
to do a 5-minute stand up routine every week (with 
extra entertainment provided by trained comedy 
experts). Saturdays, 7 p.m., free. PianoFight, 144 
Taylor, San Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

| FANGH8 COMEDY: Eclectic comedy podcast re- 
cording with hosts Andrew Roberts and Thomas 
Bridgeman. Part of Mutiny Radio's SketchyFest. 
Thu., Feb. 12, 8 p.m., free. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st 
St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Joe DeRosa: Feb. 18-21, $18.50-$23.50 advance. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Learn from Me: Comedy showcase with Scott Box- 
enbaum, Miles K, Adrian McNair, John Ross, Aviva 
Siegel, and F.C. Sierra. Thu., Feb. 12, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 
Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Live at Deluxe: Monthly ha-has on Haight. Third 
Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LiveatDeluxe. Club Deluxe, 1511 Haight, San 
Francisco, 552-6949. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by Griffin 
Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.com. 
Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 392-9290, 
melt-cafe.com. 

Milkin’ It!; Local and national comics hosted by Jules 
Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 
387-6455, milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: A Night in North Beach: Trevor 
Hill, Matt Lieb, Jessica Sele, and Kate Willett take 
their show on the road for a special Tuesday show 
with guests Karinda Dobbins, Matt Gubser, and Nata- 
sha Muse. Tue., Feb. 17, 8 p.m., $8-$10. Doc's Lab, 124 
Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, 
missionpositionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Mutiny Love You Long Time: Mutiny Radio's Sketchy- 
Fest wraps up with a Valentine's Night comedy 
showcase. Sat., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $5. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with David 
Gborie, Jesse Hett, Trevor Hill, and Gabby Poccia. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 11:59 p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 
693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., 
free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 896-6374, 
clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live audience. 
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Fridays, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/PamtasticsCom- 
edyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San 
Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill 
Valley, 383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Post-Valentine’s Day Comedy Bash: Starring 
Kabir ‘““Kabeezy" Singh. Sun., Feb. 15, 9 p.m., $15 
advance. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Purple Onion All-Stars: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, San Francisco, kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion Presents: Daymon Ferguson: Feb. 
13-14, 7:30 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionat- 
kells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, kellsirish.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by Medicine 
Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action Heroes, plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., free before 9:30 p.m. 
Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

Roseanne Barr: Feb. 13-14, $32.50 advance. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928- 
4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Scott Capurro’s Position: With sidekick and ‘second 
banana” David Mills. Tue., Feb. 17, 8 p.m., $17.50 
advance, scottcapurrosposition.com. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, im- 
provsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Sexy Comedy with Bert D: Special Valentine Edition: 
Sat., Feb. 14, 7 p.m., free. 50 Mason Social House, 
50 Mason, San Francisco, 433-5050, 50masonso- 
cialhouse.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Sheng Wang: Through Feb. 14, $16-$23.50 advance. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Speakeasy Comedy Night: Featuring Josef Ano- 
lin, Nicole Calasich, Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, 
and Emily Epstein White. Tue., Feb. 17, 8 p.m., $5, 
speakeasycomedynight.eventbrite.com. Savanna 
Jazz Club, 2937 Mission, San Francisco, 285-3369, 
savannajazz.com. 

Stand-Up Comedy Showcase: With Danny Dechi and 
guests. Third Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., free, 
dannydechi.com. Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, San 
Francisco, 831-5620, bazaarcafe.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, 
storkcluboakland.com. 

The Sufficient Comedy Show: Your free weekly chance 
to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/sufficientcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, San Francisco, 567-5589. 

Sup Girl?: Monthly comedy showcase brought to you 
by Kelly Anneken, Aviva Siegel, and Kate Willett. Third 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/supgirlcomedy. The Royale, 800 Post, San 
Francisco, 441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Trailer Park Boys: Tue., Feb. 17, 8 p.m., $27.50-$58. 
Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510- 
465-6400, paramounttheatre.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

Valentine's Day Comedy Show: Featuring Chey Bell, JR 
De Guzman, Loren Kraut, Karen Ripley, and Savannah 
Stewart. Sat., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
hellagaycomedyshow. Magnet, 4122 18th St., San 
Francisco, 581-1600, magnetsf.org. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 
Dancing with the Stars: Live!: Flashy touring version 
of the popular TV show. Thu., Feb. 12, 8 p.m., $59- 
$69. Wells Fargo Center for the Arts, 50 Mark W. 
Springs Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, wellsfar- 

gocenterarts.org. 

James Graham Dance Theatre: Dance Lovers: Team- 
ing up performers in self-choreographed duets that 
express of range of partnerships, this fourth annual 
Valentine’s Day dance concert commemorates the 
idea of relationships with a variety of genres and 
styles — perfect for those who love dance and those 
who love love alike. Feb. 14-15, 8 p.m., $15-$30, 
jamesgrahamdancetheatre.com. Joe Goode Annex, 
401 Alabama, San Francisco, 561-6565, joegoode.org. 

Mision Flamenca: Monthly live flamenco music and 





Erin Rose Opperman 


Sat 2/14 | Literature 


RED LIGHT SPECIAL 


Red Light Lit, a literary journal that 
explores love, lust, and sexuality, 
puts together live events that are 
every bit as sexy as youd think, 
with readings and musical accom- 
paniment in a suggestive environ- 
ment. For Valentine’s Day, 
curators Jennifer Lewis and Ve- 
ronica Christina bring Red Light 
Lit: First Crusssshhh to the 
Clift Hotel’s Redwood Room, fea- 
turing some of their favorite per- 
formers from the first seven 
journals (which you can find at 
Adobe Books and Alley Cat Books). 
Expect readings by Devin Cope- 
land, Steven Gray, Cassandra Dal- 
lett, and more, with music by 
Francisco Fernandez from the Fe- 
rocious Few. Hosted by Phillip T. 
Nails, who heads the Poetry Soci- 
ety of Los Angeles, the 90-minute 
event will be followed by DJ sets 
by JT Donaldson and GE_OLOGY. 
It’s free with an RSVP, and there’s 
even a room package for those 
who plan to get lucky. 

Red Light Lit: First Crusssshhh 
starts at 6:30 p.m. at the Clift Ho- 
tel’s Redwood Room, 495 Geary 
St., S.E. Free; 929-2372 or face- 
book.com/redlightlit. Evan Karp 


dance performances. Second Saturday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/mision.flamenca. 
Bissap Baobab, 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 826- 
9287, bissapbaobab.com. 

Nederlands Dans Theater 2: The Dutch contemporary 
dance company sends its “launching pad for young 
dancers” (i.e., performers ages 18-25 in training to 
join NDT and other top European troupes) to the 
U.S. for its first appearance in San Francisco. Mon., 
Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m., $35-$95, citydance.org. Palace 
of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

Oakland Is Hellzapoppin’ #4: Keep the legacy of 
the Harlem Renaissance alive with six days of 
Lindy Hop workshops, plus film screenings, panel 
discussions, and history talks, all culminating with 
a big dance party and performance at the end of 
the week. Feb. 15-20, $75-S100, brownpapertickets. 
com/event/820538. EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 
International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, eastside- 
artsalliance.com. 

ODC/Dance Unplugged: A work-in-progress preview 
of Brenda Way and KT Nelson's The Invention of 
Wings. Fri., Feb. 13, 7 p.m., sold out. ODC Dance 
Commons, 351 Shotwell, San Francisco, 621-0643, 
odcschool.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


2015 San Francisco Writers Conference: Four days 
of panel discussions, lectures, consultations, 
workshops, and networking ops for aspiring writers 
of all styles and career paths. Feb. 12-15, sfwriters. 
org. Mark Hopkins Intercontinental Hotel, 1 Nob 
Hill Cir, San Francisco, 392-3434, intercontinental- 
markhopkins.com. 

Benjamin Wachs: SF Weekly's bar columnist serves up 
a glassful of spiritual refreshment in his story col- 
lection, A Guide to Bars and Nightlife in the Sacred 
City. Thu., Feb. 12, 6 p.m., free, thewachsgallery.com. 
University Press Books, 2430 Bancroft, Berkeley, 
510-548-0585, universitypressbooks.com. 

Chemical Wedding: Quiet Lightning and Name Drop 
Swamp Records return to North Beach for their 
fourth collaborative afternoon of readings and mu- 
sic, with Sarah Griffin, Bill Hughes, Juliana Delgado 
Lopera, and Nora Toomey providing the words while 
Alphadog and Taylor Jacobs play the tunes. Sun., Feb. 
15, 5 p.m., $5-$20. The Emerald Tablet, 80 Fresno, 
San Francisco, 500-2323, emtab.org. 

Deborah Voigt: The S.F. Opera hosts the star soprano as 
she discusses her musical memoir, Call Me Debbie: 
True Confessions of a Down-to-Earth Diva. Tue., 
Feb. 17, 7 p.m., $45-$55 (includes book). Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, 
San Francisco, 292-1200, jccsf.org. 

Emily Spivack: Try someone's memory on for size 
with Worn Stories, the Smithsonian fashion history 
blogger's collection of “sartorial memoirs” by 
contributors like Marina Abramovic, Rosanne Cash, 
Simon Doonan, Sasha Frere-Jones, John Hodgman, 
Piper Kerman, Susan Orlean, and more. Wed., Feb. 
18, 7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, San 
Francisco, 863-8688, booksmith.com. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open mic with 
a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., free/donation. 
EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 International, Oakland, 
510-533-6629, eastsideartsalliance.com. 

Kim Shuck: The local poet, who both attended and 
taught at SFSU, presents her new collection, Clouds 
Running In. Sun., Feb. 15, 2 p.m., free, .kimshuck. 
com. Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
586-3733, birdbeckett.com. 

Lynsey Addario: The war photographer explains her 
day job in her new memoir, It’s What | Do, as well 
as in conversation with Tabitha Soren tonight. Thu., 
Feb. 12, 7 p.m., $25-$35. Jewish Community Center 
of San Francisco, 3200 California, San Francisco, 
292-1200, jccsf.org. 

Lyrics & Dirges: A Love Surprise: Sharon Coleman 
curates a night of poetry by Maya Chinchilla, Miah 
Jeffra, Lisa Ortiz, Joél Tan, and Marvin K. White. 
Wed., Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus Books 
Downtown, 2349 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-649-1320, 
pegasusbookstore.com. 

NoViolet Bulawayo: The Zimbabwe-born Stanford 
lecturer talks about her acclaimed debut novel, 
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Sun 2/15 | Cinema 


SCREAMING 
AT THE SCREEN 


Artists’ Television Access just cele- 
brated its 30th year of accessible al- 
ternative cinema, and it’s keeping 
the party thumping with a sui ge- 
neris mashup of film and perfor- 
mance. “The New Talkies Take on 
North America and The Beyond” 
pairs scenes from fascinating films 
(think Chinatown, The Sound of Mu- 
sic, Godard’s Pierrot le Fou) with art- 
ists and writers chipping in live 
narration or even their own scripts. 
Curator Hugo Ballroom’s lineup is 
strewn with chewy morsels, includ- 
ing Chapter 5, in which Peter Con- 
heim and Monica Regan provide a 
more suitable script for Joan Craw- 
ford’s subtext-soaked western 
Johnny Guitar. 

“The New Talkies Take on 
North America and The Beyond” 
starts at 8 p.m. at Artists’ Tele- 
vision Access, 992 Valencia St., 
S.F. $10; atasite.org or 824-3890. 
Giselle Velazquez 


We Need New Names, at this special Black History 
Month literature event held in CCSF’s Rosenberg 
Library. Tue., Feb. 17, 11 a.m., free, novioletbulawayo. 
com. City College of San Francisco, 50 Phelan, San 
Francisco, 239-3000, ccsf.edu. 

Okey Ndibe: The Poetry Center switches gears for a 
moment by hosting the Nigerian-American novelist 
for areading and discussion of his latest prose work, 
Foreign Gods, Inc. Ndibe also reads on Friday, Feb. 
13, at 7 p.m. at Books Inc./Opera Plaza (601 Van 
Ness). Thu., Feb. 12, 4:30 p.m., free. SFSU Poetry 
Center, 1600 Holloway, San Francisco, 338-2227, 
sfsu.edu/~poetry. 

The Poetry Brothel: This literary equivalent of a 
bordello pimps intimate private readings ($5 a pop), 
personalized poems, and more... for a price. Sun., 
Feb. 15, 7-10 p.m., facebook.com/PoetryBrothel- 
SanFrancisco. Hotel Biron, 45 Rose, San Francisco, 
703-0403, hotelbiron.com. 

Poets!: Bimonthly poetry social with a featured 
reader followed by an open mic session. Third and 
First Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free. Bird & 
Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 586-3733, 
birdbeckett.com. 


Mon 2/16 | Dance 


RADAR Reading Series: Featuring Ryka Aoki, Brent 
Armindinger, Chloe Caldwell, and Nia King. Thu., Feb. 
12, 6 p.m., free, radarproductions.org. Main Library, 
Latino/Hispanic Community Meeting Room, 100 
Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4590, sfpl.org. 

Red Light Lit: First Crusssshhh: For Valentine's Day, 
the literary journal that explores love, lust, and 
sexuality features some of its favorite performers 
from its first seven issues, including readings by 
Devin Copeland, Cassandra Dallett, Steven Gray, 
Sarah Kobrinsky, Xan Roberti, SB Stokes, and more, 
plus live music and DJs. Sat., Feb. 14, 6:30 p.m., free 
with RSVP (required), facebook.com/redlightlit. Clift 
Hotel, Redwood Room, 495 Geary, San Francisco, 
929-2372, clifthotel.com. 

Small Press Traffic: Readings and conversation with 
Lucas de Lima and Wendy S. Walters. Sun., Feb. 
15, 5 p.m., $6-$10, smallpresstraffic.org. Artists’ 
Television Access, 992 Valencia, San Francisco, 
824-3890, atasite.org. 

T. Geronimo Johnson: Can you imagine the madness 
that would happen if a cadre of protest-happy UC 
Berkeley students tried interrupting a Civil War 
re-enactment in the South? Thanks to T. Geronimo 
Johnson, you don't have to imagine — he did it for you 
in his tragicomic new satire, Welcome to Braggsville. 
Tue., Feb. 17, 7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 
Columbus, San Francisco, 362-8193, citylights.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, 
Building C, Fort Mason Center, San Francisco, 771- 
1076, friendssfpl.org. 

Voz Sin Tinta: Curators Marguerite Munoz and Norman 
Zelaya welcome readers Natalie Catasus, Hollie 
Hardy, Chad Koch, and Jared Roehrig, followed by an 
open mic session. Thu., Feb. 12, 6:30 p.m., free, face- 
book.com/vozsintinta. Alley Cat Books, 3036 24th 
St., San Francisco, 824-1761, alleycatbookshop.com. 

Why? Because We Love You: Friends of Modern 
Times gather for an anti-capitalist Valentine's Day 
party featuring kinky books, finger foods, Good 
Vibrations giveaways, and other sex-positive 
goodies. Fri., Feb. 13, 5-8 p.m., free. Modern Times 
Bookstore, 2919 24th St., San Francisco, 282-9246, 
moderntimesbookstore.com. 

The WordParty: Open mic poetry with hosts Jennifer 
Barone and Ingrid Keir, plus music by Nova Jazz. 
Third Tuesday of every month, 8 p.m., donation, 
thewordparty.com. Viracocha, 998 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 374-7048, viracochasf.com. 

Write Club S.F.: Chapter 39 - Naked & Alone: The 
conflicts of love are this month's theme, with Joy 
Carletti facing off against Maisha Z. Johnson, Jim 
Nelson competing against Alitzah Oros, and Kamala 
Puligandla battling Joe Wadlington on opposing 
topics. Tue., Feb. 17, 8 p.m., $5, writeclubsf.com. 
Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Writers with Drinks: Featuring Ruth Ozeki, David 
Koehn, Kate Willett, and more. Sat., Feb. 14, 7:30 
p.m., $5-$20, writerswithdrinks.com. Make-Out 


GETTING FRESH ON THE FLOOR 


Room, 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 


THEATER 


A Lie of the Mind: Familial dysfunction, distrust, and 
violence ... yep, we're back in Sam Shepard's neck of 
the woods, with Loretta Greco directing this Magic 
Theatre revival of Shepard's dark ensemble drama 
originally premiered in 1985. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 22, $20-$60. Magic The- 
atre, Fort Mason, Bldg. D, Marina & Buchanan, San 
Francisco, 441-8822, magictheatre.org. 

Abundance: Two 19th century women set out for the 
wild frontier and learn that Manifest Destiny is not 
what it’s cracked up to be in this revisionist Western 
from Pulitzer Prize winner Beth Henley (Crimes of 
the Heart). Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through March 14, $38. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Balcony: Experimentally inclined theater troupe 
Collected Works employs the historical rooms, 
transitional corridors, and cold basement chambers 
of the Old Mint as their stage for this dynamically 
roving interpretation of the famed play by forever 
transgressive writer Jean Genet. Thursdays-Satur- 
days, 8 p.m. Continues through March 21, $40-$60, 
collectedworks.org. Old Mint, 88 Fifth St., San 
Francisco, 537-1105, sanfranciscomuseum.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanketbab- 
ylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, San Francisco, 
421-4222, beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, San Francisco, 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Global Age Project Festival: The Aurora Theatre 
Company stages weekly readings of the three 
prize-winning scripts from its 10th annual new play 
program — including Don Nguyen’s Red Flamboyant 
(Feb. 9), Jonathan Spector's FTW (Feb. 16), and 
Martyna Majok’s Ironbound (Feb. 23) — and throws a 
festival closing party (March 2) that features scenes 
from previous GAP winners. Mondays. Continues 
through March 2, free (or $25 for reserved seating). 
Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 

Haiku Tunnel: A neurotic office worker's daily travails 
may not lead to a huge payday, but at least they can 
be mined for comedy gold in these repertory perfor- 
mances of Josh Kornbluth’s acclaimed monologue. 
Starting Feb. 13, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through March 28, $20-$100. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
themarsh.org. 

How the World Began: In this regional premiere of 
Catherine Trieschmann’s drama, a liberal science 
teacher's offhanded remark about the origin of life 
causes a storm of controversy in her new Midwestern 
home, where the Christian locals are still reeling 
from the destructive repercussions of arecent Act 
of God. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. 
Continues through March 8, $20-$50. The Custom 
Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough, San Francisco, 798- 
2682, custommade.org. 

Landless: Previously staged in a vacated San Rafael 
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GRAMMY-winning celebration of 
women in jazz featuring: 


LIZZ WRIGHT, NONA HENDRYX 
INGRID JENSEN, TIA FULLER & HELEN SUNG 


ted artist 
of Judy Garland 


“He is playing more swinging, inventive, and hot 
tenor sax than anyone else on the scene today.” 
—DOWNBEAT 


Nederlands Dans Theater became a household name among dance aficiona- 
dos under the leadership of Czech choreographer Jiri Kylian, whose works 
have become touchstones of European contemporary dance. Artistic direc- 
tion has changed hands several times since Kylian’s retirement in 2004, but 
among the treasures that remain from his tenure is Nederlands Dans 
Theater 2, a company for dancers ages 18 to 25 training to join NDT and 
other top contemporary companies. The company makes its first appearance 
in San Francisco for one night only at the Palace of Fine Arts. On top of the 
bill is Shutters Shut, a piece by current NDT artistic director Paul Lightfoot 
and artistic adviser Sol Leon that uses Gertrude Stein’s playful literary por- 
trait of Picasso, IfI told him, as part of its soundscape. Other works by Swed- 
ish choreographer Johan Inger and Israeli choreographers Sharon Eyal and 
Gai Behar reflect NDT 2’s international scope. 

City Dance presents Nederlands Dans Theater 2 at 7:30 p.m. at the Palace 
of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon St., S.F. $35-$95; cityboxoffice.com or ndt.nl/en/ndt2. 


storefront, Larissa FastHorse’s drama about the 
changing fortunes of small family businesses, Na- 
tive American tribes, and everyday American lives 
comes to the appropriately transitional Mid-Market 
neighborhood for two weeks before disappearing. | 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 22, $25- FAMILY MATINEE ) 
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$35, altertheater.org. A.C.T. Costume Shop Theater, 
MARCUS SHELBY ORCHESTR 


1117 Market, San Francisco, 749-2228, act-sf.org. 
The Lyons: This bitingly comic Broadway hit from Nicky 
Harriet Tubman & the Blues | 


Silver centers on Rita (Ellen Ratner), the matriarch 
of a family in crisis. When the pleasantries die, 
the barbs fly, and you just might see a family you 
recognize. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 1, $32-$60. Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 
Addison, Berkeley, 510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 
Mighty Real: A Fabulous Sylvester Musical: Former 





Irene Hsiao Cockette Sylvester, of “You Make Me Feel (Mighty bo] =f = od ©) I MS) Vol @) \ ee) OW A Ao) ge) 
Real)" fame, was the queen of disco in every sense 
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“ON THE EDGE 5” 
Erotic Photography and Sculpture 
Exhibition 


26 erotic artists - 450 erotic photos & sculptures 


Tue 2/17 | Architecture 


BLUEPRINT FOR A BETTER TOMORROW 


Even in New York, the sartorial whims of architect Eva Franch i Gilabert 
turn heads. The executive director of the celebrated Storefront for Art and Ar- 
chitecture is often arrayed like a cubist peacock, usually crowned by a chop- 
stick thrust through a large topknot. Try not to get distracted — you might 
miss something. The Catalan architect, teacher, and academic is concerned 
about the “flattening” of collective life, the dominance of a reductive political 
and institutional palette, even if it is green. Under her tutelage, Storefront has 
launched exhibits like “Past Futures, Present, Futures,” re-enactments of 101 
unfulfilled projects proposed for New York since its founding. Last year, she 
and Storefront were chosen to represent the U.S. at the Venice Architecture Bi- 
ennale. This year, Storefront will help choose a temporary piece of “street ar- 
chitecture” for the Ideas City 2015 festival. Tonight, she will challenge you to 


February 13-15 


Fri: 4-9, Sat 1-9, Sun: 12-5 Admission: $10 — Free on Sunday — 18+ 
entertainment & no-host cocktail bar - Fri. & Sat. evenings 


SOMArsts Cultural Center 
934 Brannan (bet. 8in & 9th) San Francisco 


www.eroticartevents.com are 


Eva Franch I Gilabert speaks at 7:30 p.m. at the San Francisco Art 
Institute, 800 Chestnut St., S.F. Free with RSVP; 771-7020 or sfai.edu. 
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of the term, and this musical brings the San Francisco 
icon’s story to the stage. Written and performed 
by Anthony Wayne, the show explores Sylvester's 
music, but it also touches on his trailblazing work 
as an AIDS/HIV activist and the daily bravery of 
unapologetically, joyfully being who he was at a time 
when few could accept it. Wednesdays-Sundays, 8 
p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m. Continues through March 1, 
$30-$100. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., San 
Francisco, 641-7657, brava.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, 7:30 p.m., 
$7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Mr. Burns, a post-electric play: High-concept the- 
ater meets a lowbrow cartoon classic when Anne 
Washburn’s play — a tripartite, multi-generational 
tale about a post-apocalyptic America where our 
collective cultural memory is maintained by recreat- 
ing lost episodes of The Simpsons — makes its West 
Coast debut. Starting Feb. 18, Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 15, $20-$120. American 
Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, San 
Francisco, 749-2228, act-sf.org. 

Newsies: In the late 19th century, newspapers were 
rich and powerful, a child workforce was common, 
and organized labor could actually accomplish 
something. In 1992, Disney took these archaic 
concepts, added a bouncy soundtrack, and made 
a hit movie out of the story behind the newsboys’ 
strike of 1899. Now the 21st century Broadway 
adaptation comes to San Francisco — because if 
there's one thing we've learned over the years, it’s 
that labor conflicts and song-and-dance routines 
are not mutually exclusive, right? Starting Feb. 
17, Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 
15, $45-$250. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San 
Francisco, 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

The Pianist of Willesden Lane: Encore performances 
of Mona Golabek’s music-infused drama about her 
mother's flight from Nazism. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 22, $41-$89. Berkeley 
Repertory’s Roda Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-647-2949, berkeleyrep.org. 

Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub’s Stuart Bousel 
and Megan Cohen host this ‘writing sprint” where 
hastily penned thematic monologues get performed 
before the ink even gets a chance to dry. Second 
Saturday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free. Exit The- 
atre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 673-3847, theexit.org. 

Shit & Champagne: D'Arcy Drollinger's exploita- 
tion-crazed drag comedy kicks its way into a new 
home with its not-to-be-denied combo of campy 
melodrama, trashy retro crime action, and flashy 
dance moves. Thursdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Feb. 14, $25-$30, darcydrollinger. 


life with this new multi-character show inspired 
by the snap judgments we all must suffer while 
waiting in line for our automotive authorizations. 
Starting Feb. 13, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 8:30 
p.m. Continues through March 28, $20-$100. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 826- 
5750, themarsh.org. 

Surveillance Punishment and the Black Psyche: 
Presented as part of M. Lamar's “Negrogothic” art 
exhibit — a face-first plunge into the objectivation 
of black men, from slavery to Robert Mapplethorpe 
— this live discourse and theater piece includes 
performance, music, film, and the artist's singular 
presence. Fri., Feb. 13, 8 p.m., free. San Francisco 
Art Institute, 800 Chestnut, San Francisco, 771- 
7020, sfai.edu. 

Theatresports: BATS Improv returns to its roots for a 
three-month series of team-based improvisational 
theater competitions. Fridays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through March 27, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, San Francisco, 474-6776. 

Three Little Birds: The Bay Area Children’s Theatre 
stages a new reggae musical utilizing the songs of 
Bob Marley and based on a story by his daughter 
Cedella. Saturdays, Sundays, 11 a.m. & 2 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Feb. 15, $18-$22, bactheatre.org. 
Freight & Salvage Coffee House, 2020 Addison, 
Berkeley, 510-548-7603, freightandsalvage.org. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 
weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. 
Neo-Futurists attempt to perform 30 short plays 
... INrandom order ... ina mere 60 minutes ... with 
a ticking timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 9 p.m. Continues through March 28, 
$10-$16, sfneofuturists.com. SAFEhouseArts, 1 
Grove, San Francisco, 518-1517, safehousearts.org. 

Tree: Jon Tracy directs this regional premiere of 
Julie Hébert's knotty emotional drama in which a 
black man from Chicago and a white woman from 
Louisiana try to come to terms with the revelation 
that they share a familial bond. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 7, $20-$120. San Francisco 
Playhouse, 450 Post, San Francisco, 677-9596, 
sfplayhouse.org. 

X's and O's (A Football Love Story): Playwright (and 
pro sports fan) K.J. Sanchez tackles the tough issue 
of football players who suffer brain trauma during 
their time on the gridiron in a world premiere 
drama directed by Tony Taccone. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 1, $29-$79. Berkeley 
Repertory’s Thrust Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 
berkeleyrep.org. 

Xtigone: Playwright Nambi E. Kelley takes an ancient 
Greek tragedy and makes its pains feel all too mod- 
ern inthis contemporary urban update of Sophocles’ 
Antigone, here given its world premiere by the 
African-American Shakespeare Company. Starting 
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VALENTINE'S DAY 


A Night in Paris: Valentine's Dinner & French Cabaret 
Show: Sat., Feb. 14, 6 p.m., $40-$70, https://nightout. 
com/ca/san-francisco. Julia Morgan Ballroom, 465 
California, S.F., 421-7730, juliamorganballroom.com. 

A Special Valentine Jazz Night: Featuring Kahil 
El’Zabar and the Ethnic Heritage Ensemble with 
special guest John Santos. Sat., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $20 
(or $30 for couples). EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 
International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, eastside- 
artsalliance.com. 

As You Like It: A Valentine's Day Love Affair: With DJs 
Kerri Chandler, Mike Servito, and Mike Gushansky. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 10 p.m., $15-$20 advance. Mighty, 119 
Utah, S.F., 762-0151, mighty119.com. 

Bawdy Storytelling: 8-Year Anniversary: Dixie De 
La Tour's erotic tale-telling event throws itself not 
just one birthday party, but two — an “Easy” early 
show at 7:30 p.m., followed by a 10:30 p.m. show 
that promises to go “All the Way.” Fri., Feb. 13, 7:30 
& 10:30 p.m., $25-$59, bawdystorytelling.com. Verdi 
Club, 2424 Mariposa, S.F., 861-5048, verdiclub.net. 

Bootie S.F.: Valentine's Party: With music by Smash-Up 
Derby, King of Pants, A+D, Jimi G, Airsun, Chucky 
Brown, Jsin.J, Jazzy Fox, and Purple Crush. Sat., 
Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $10-$20. DNA Lounge, 375 Tith St., 
S.F., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

The Case Against 8: The NCTC presents a Valentine's 
Day benefit screening of HBO's 2014 documentary 
about the legal battle to bring down the California 
state proposition outlawing same-sex marriage. 
Following the film is a panel discussion moderated 
by Supervisor Scott Weiner and featuring former 
Chief U.S. Judge Vaughn R. Walker, attorney Enrique 
Monagas, and plaintiffs Paul Katami and Jeff Zarrillo. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 1p.m., $65-$100. New Conservatory The- 
atre Center, 25 Van Ness, S.F., 861-8972, nctcsf.org. 

Celebrating Letterpress, Valentines, and the PPIE: 
Head to the SFPL's History Center on the sixth floor 
to see the century-old Albion handpress in action 
as it prints vintage keepsakes that are one part 
Valentine's Day card and one part souvenir of the 
1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition. Sat., 
Feb. 14, 2-4 p.m., free. San Francisco Main Library, 
100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Club Gossip: The Broken Hearts Ball: With DJs Damon, 
Low-Life, Shon, Melting Girl, and Daniel Skellington. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.), facebook. 
com/clubgossipsf. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, S.F., 703- 
8964, sfcatclub.com. 

Cockblock: A Very Special Backstreet Boys vs. 
*NSYNC Valentine's Day Edition: With DJs China 
G and Jenna Riot. Sat., Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $10. Rickshaw 
Stop, 155 Fell, S.F., 861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 

Crush S.F.: With Sander van Doorn, Andrew Rayel, 
Tommy Trash, and Bixel Boys. Sat., Feb. 14, 6 p.m., 
$47.50-$50 advance, insomniac.com. Bill Graham 
Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, S.F., 510-548-3010, 
apeconcerts.com. 

Crushes, Loves, and One-Night Stands: Richard 
Toomer and Gabby Poccia host a night of comedy 
routines, stories, and songs about the most de- 
structive force in the universe — love. Sat., Feb. 14, 
10 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Cupid Can Suck It: A Singles Dance Party: Sat., 
Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $5 (free with RSVP), cupidsucks. 
eventbrite.com. OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, 
clubomgsf.com. 

Dark Shadows: Black Heart Valentine: With DJs 
Daniel Skellington, Melting Girl, Owen, Keyz, and 
Lori Lust. Fri., Feb. 13, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 
p.m.), facebook.com/clubdarkshadows. Cat Club, 1190 
Folsom, S.F., 703-8964, sfcatclub.com. 

The Dirty Mind Valentine Bash: With Prince tribute 
band The Purple Ones and John Payne & The Hurt. 
Fri., Feb. 13, 9 p.m., $16-$20. Slim's, 333 Tth St., S.F., 
255-0333, slimspresents.com. 

Drag Spectacular Spectacular: Love Boat: The 
“cabaret of drag curiosities” slips into its best 
February heels for a Valentine's Night show featur- 
ing Blane Ashby, Eric Garcia, John Paul Gonzalez, 
Scott Marlowe, Sissy Payczechs, Kelli Zehnder, and 
more. Sat., Feb. 14, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
events/318388998364413. The Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 
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Folsom, S.F., 552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

Food from the Heart: Slow Food San Francisco benefit 
featuring hors d'oeuvres, wine samplings, music, 
and more. Fri., Feb. 13, 5-7:30 p.m., ferrybuilding- 
marketplace.com/ffth_2015.php. Ferry Building, 1 
Ferry Building, S.F., 983-8000, ferrybuildingmar- 
ketplace.com. 

GAZE: Pleasure//Pain: The independent women’s 
film and video series tackles love in all of its “kinky, 
sweet, dark, seductive, uncomfortable, playful, and 
difficult” splendor in experimental and exploratory 
short films by Claire Arctander, Renae Barnard, 
Nazli Dincel, Sasha Waters Freyer, Minna Langstrém, 
Karly Stark, Amanda Thomson, and more. Fri., Feb. 
13, 8 p.m., $7-$10, gazefilmseries.wordpress.com. 
Artists’ Television Access, 992 Valencia, S.F., 824- 
3890, atasite.org. 

Gran Baile de San Valentin con Hermanos Flores, 
Grupo Miramar, Rudy La Scala: Sat., Feb. 14, 8 
p.m., $35-$40 advance, ticketsparati.com. Roc- 
capulco Supper Club, 3140 Mission, S.F., 648-6611, 
roccapulco.com. 

The Great Gatsby Valentine's Day Soirée: An Intimate 
Affair for Singles & Couples: Featuring burlesque 
performances and music by DJ Sol. Sat., Feb. 14, 
10 p.m., $15+ advance. Circa, 2001 Chestnut, S.F., 
351-0175, circasf.com. 

The Hanging Garden: UnValentine’s Day: With Fangs 
on Fur, Roadside Memorial, Crimson Scarlet, and 
DJs Davey Bones & Bildo the Impaler. Sat., Feb. 14, 
9 p.m., $10, facebook.com/TheHangingGarden. The 
Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakland, 510-282-1413, 
thenightlightoakland.com. 

The Hop: Unlucky Valentines Edition: With Lavay Smith 
& Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, Slim Jenkins, DJ Tom 
LG, burlesque, and more. Fri., Feb. 13, 9 p.m., $13. 
Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, S.F., 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Hubba Hubba Revue: St. Valentine's Day Massacre: 
Get your heart broken all over again with perfor- 
mances by Arabella Allure, Major Suttle-Tease, Drea 
Dillinger, Donatella Melies, Fever Blister, Jonbenet 
Butterbuns, Sylphie Currin, Jet Noir, Kara Nova, 
Prince Xzist, Mee Zee, Vienna La Rouge, and more. 
Fri., Feb. 13, 9:30 p.m., $15-$30, hubbarevue.com. DNA 
Lounge, 375 1ith St., S.F., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

The Hustle: Valentine's Day Edition: With Sean G, 
Black Yuppie Life, Marcellus, and Segundito_2K1. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 10 p.m., $5. Slate Bar, 2925 16th St., 
S.F., 558-8521, slate-sf.com. 

Jackhammer Disco: Valentine's Day: With Basement 
Jaxx (DJ set), Vincenzo, David Harness, and Santiago 
Lopez. Sat., Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $20-$30. Public Works, 
161 Erie, S.F., 932-0955, publicsf.com. 

James Graham Dance Theatre: Dance Lovers: Teaming 
up performers in self-choreographed duets that 
express of range of partnerships, this fourth annual 
Valentine’s Day dance concert commemorates 
the idea of relationships with a variety of genres 
and styles — perfect for those who love dance and 
those who love love alike. Feb. 14-15, 8 p.m., $15-$30, 
jamesgrahamdancetheatre.com. Joe Goode Annex, 
401 Alabama, S.F., 561-6565, joegoode.org. 

The Lonely Hearts Club: With STWO, Yahtzel, SoSuper- 
Sam, Nick Hook, Bleep Bloop, and more. Fri., Feb. 13, 
10 p.m., $20 advance. 1015 Folsom, 1015 Folsom, S.F., 
431-1200, 1015.com. 

Lonesome Lovers Ball: With Travis Hayes & The Young 
Daze, Blood & Dust, Lonesome Heroes, and Miles 
Read. Thu., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m., $10. Hemlock Tavern, 
1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Love Among the Neurons: A Neuroscience Guide to 
Valentine's Day: Ask a Scientist and Wonderfest 
co-present a lecture by UCSF/USF professor Dr. 
Thomas Lewis, who discusses the physiological 
causes and effects of love. Fri., Feb. 13, 7 p.m., free, 
askascientistsf.com. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 428 
Tith St., S.F., somastreatfoodpark.com. 

Love:Cure: Valentine's Day dance benefit for Beats Drop 
Cancer with The Crystal Method, John Beaver, Bobby 
Puma, Chaos, Hiro USA, Dirt Cheap, Hil Huerta, Billy 
Casazza, Brian Williams, Grammar, MetaTek, Eliki, 
Mike Butler, and more. Fri., Feb. 13, 9 p.m., $25+ 
advance, lovecuresf.eventbrite.com. The Factory, 
525 Harrison, S.F., 538-7977. 

LoveSick: Valentine's Day fashion runway show fea- 
turing designs by Alexandria Von Bromssen, Emily 
Payne, Miranda Caroligne, and more, with music 


provided by DJs Rooz, Alessandro, Meikee Magnetic, 
ChrisCheezy, and Irene Hernandez-Feiks. Sat., Feb. 14, 
7 p.m., $25-$50. The Empire Room, 555 Golden Gate, 
S.F., facebook.com/TheEmpireRoomSF. 

Magnolia Romance Special Adventure: Thinkwalks 
presents a botanical treasure hunt for lovers around 
the Conservatory of Flowers’ (literally) steamy 
greenhouses and the blossoming pathways outside. 
Feb. 13-14, 11:30 a.m., $120 per couple, thinkwalks. 
org/event/valentines-3. Conservatory of Flowers, 
100 John F. Kennedy Drive, S.F., 666-7001, conser- 
vatoryofflowers.org. 

Mortified: Ninth Annual Doomed Valentine's Show: 
Featuring Cynthia Brinkman, Tynan DeLong, Amy 
Dietz, Justin Jorgensen, and Mark Schwartz. Fri., Feb. 
13, 7:30 p.m., $21, getmortified.com. DNA Lounge, 375 
Tith St., S.F., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Mother: Broken Hearts Club: Celebrate February 
14 by wishing happy birthday to local drag queen 
Putanesca, whose combined V-Day/b-day show is 
“dedicated to broken hearts, being dumped, seeking 


revenge against your ex, and taking pride in being 
single ... So basically an episode of Cheaters as drag 
show.” Sat., Feb. 14, 10 p.m., $10. Oasis, 298 11th St., 
S.F., 985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Mutiny Love You Long Time: Mutiny Radio's SketchyFest 
wraps up with a Valentine's Night comedy showcase. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $5. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
S.F., mutinyradio.fm. 

Naked at the Art Museum Scavenger Hunt: In the 
sensual spirit of Valentine's Day, teams follow a set 
of cryptic clues to find museum artworks that appeal 
to the more carnal side of the art lover in all of us. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 2-4 p.m., $20 (plus museum admission), 
watsonadventures.com. Legion of Honor, 100 34th 
Ave., S.F., 750-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

On the Edge 5: Erotic photography and sculpture ex- 
hibition featuring 26 artists. Attendees must be 18+. 
Fri., Feb. 13, 4-9 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 14, 1-9 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 
15, 12-5 p.m., $10 (free on Sunday), eroticartevents. 
com. SOMArts Cultural Center, 934 Brannan, S.F., 
863-1414, somarts.org. 


Popscene: My Bloody Valentine's Day Party: With The 
Lovemakers, Beginners, and Popscene DJs. Fri., Feb. 
13, 9 p.m., $13-$15, popscene-sf.com. Rickshaw Stop, 
155 Fell, S.F., 861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 

The Post-Valentine’s Day Comedy Bash: Starring Kabir 
“Kabeezy” Singh. Sun., Feb. 15, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Pound Puppy: Puppy Love: With DJs Conor, CarrieOn- 
Disco, Taco Tuesday, and Kevin O'Connor. Sat., Feb. 
14, 10 p.m. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., S.F., 626-0880, 
sf-eagle.com. 

Red Light Lit: First Crusssshhh: For Valentine's Day, the 
literary journal that explores love, lust, and sexuality 
features some of its favorite performers from its first 
seven issues, including readings by Devin Copeland, 
Cassandra Dallett, Steven Gray, Sarah Kobrinsky, Xan 
Roberti, SB Stokes, and more, plus live music and DJs. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 6:30 p.m., free with RSVP (required), 
facebook.com/redlightlit. Clift Hotel, Redwood Room, 
495 Geary, S.F., 929-2372, clifthotel.com. 
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Romance Remixed: A Bass-Filled V-Day: With Miles 
Medina and Pacific Disco. Sat., Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $25-$35 
advance. W San Francisco, 181 Third St., S.F., 777-5300, 
starwoodhotels.com/whotels. 

Romeo & Juliet: Wherefore art Romeo? Why, he's right 
here, with actor Leonard Whiting appearing in person 
at this Valentine's Day screening of Franco Zeffirelli’s 
Classic 1968 film adaptation of the most famous play 
ever written. Sat., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $25-$45. Castro 
Theatre, 429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 

Sexy Comedy with Bert D: Special Valentine Edition: 
Sat., Feb. 14, 7 p.m., free. 50 Mason Social House, 50 
Mason, S.F., 433-5050, 50masonsocialhouse.com. 

Shakespeare's Sonnets for Valentine's Day: San 
Francisco Shakespeare Festival actors read The Bard's 
most romantic verse. Thu., Feb. 12, 7 p.m., free with 
RSVP (required), sfshakes@sfshakes.org, sfshakes. 
org. Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga, S.F., 561-4000, 
presidioofficersclub.com. 

Shoop!: The Real Love Edition: With DJs Tommy T and 
Bryan B. Sat., Feb. 14, 9 p.m. Q Bar, 456 Castro, S.F., 


864-2877, gbarsf.com. 

Smithsfits: Unloveable Valentine's Day Massacre: 
With DJs Josh Yule and Omar Perez. Sat., Feb. 14, 10 
p.m., $5 (free with Smiths or Misfits t-shirt), facebook. 
com/pages/Smithsfits-Friend-Club/161852830552932. 
The Knockout, 3223 Mission, S.F., 550-6994, thek- 
nockoutsf.com. 

Stupid Cupid!: Anti-Valentine’s Day party with DJs Aki 
and Shawn P. Sat., Feb. 14, 9 p.m. Lookout, 3600 16th 
St., S.F., 703-9751, lookoutsf.com. 

True Skool Valentine's Day Party: With RyanNicole, 
DJ Fuze, Davey D, and Chris Riggins. Sat., Feb. 14, 10 
p.m., $5-$10. Berkeley Underground, 2284 Shattuck, 
Berkeley, 510-990-6477, berkeley-underground.com. 

Valentine's Day Comedy Show: Featuring Chey Bell, JR 
De Guzman, Loren Kraut, Karen Ripley, and Savannah 
Stewart. Sat., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
hellagaycomedyshow. Magnet, 4122 18th St., S.F., 
581-1600, magnetsf.org. 

Valentine's Day Dinner & Show with the Pascal Bokar 
Group & African Dance Revue: Sat., Feb. 14, 6:30 


p.m., $49.95. Savanna Jazz Club, 2937 Mission, S.F., 
285-3369, savannajazz.com. 

Valentine's Day Dinner & Show with Eddy Navia & 
Pachamama Band: Sat., Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m., $69.95 (in- 
cludes three-course dinner). Pachamama Restaurant, 
1630 Powell, S.F.,646-0018, pachamamacenter.org. 

Valentine's Day: Heartbreaker Edition: With DJ Ajax. 
Sat., Feb. 14, 9:30 p.m. The Grand Nightclub, 520 
Fourth St., 814-3008, grandnightclub.com. 

Valentine's Day Sock Hop: Sat., Feb. 14, 7 p.m., free. 
Presidio Officers’ Club, 50 Moraga, S.F., 561-4000, 
presidioofficersclub.com. 

Valentine's Day Sunset Sail: Three-hour San Francisco 
Bay cruise aboard the Derek M. Baylis. Sat., Feb. 14, 
3-6 p.m., $145, wyliecharters.com/upcoming-trips. 
Pier 40, Embarcadero at Townsend, San Francisco. 

Valentine's Day with Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet 
Lickers: Sat., Feb. 14, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $30. Biscuits & 
Blues, 401 Mason, S.F., 292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

Valentine's Day with Leave It to Diva: Sat., Feb. 14, 8 
p.m., $12-$15. La Pefia Cultural Center, 3105 Shattuck, 
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Berkeley, 510-849-2568, lapena.org. 

Valentine's Luv Fest with Steppin’, DJ K-Os: Sat., 
Feb. 14, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. Boom Boom Room, 1601 
Fillmore, S.F., 673-8000, boomboomblues.com. 

Valentine's Night Massacre with Life Stinks, Dancer, 
Louie Pain, Motor Inn: Sat., Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $5. 
Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, hem- 
locktavern.com. 

Valentines Super Love Jam: With The Delfonics, The 
Intruders, The Emotions, Atlantic Starr, GQ, One 
Way, Malo, Dorothy Moore, Debra Laws, and Ronnie 
Laws. Sat., Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m., $29.50-$51 advance, 
98ikissfm.com. SAP Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., 
San Jose, 408-287-9200, sapcenteratsanjose.com. 

Victorian Valentine Masquerade Ball: Benefit for 
the Human Rights Campaign featuring operatic 
performances, circusy shenanigans, magic, seances, 
and more. Sat., Feb. 14, $95+, galavantevents. 
com/masquerade.html. Haas-Lilienthal House, 
2007 Franklin St., S.F., 441-3000, sfheritage.org/ 
haas-lilienthal-house. 


Where Love Lives: With Cynthia Manley and DJ Paul 
Goodyear. Sat., Feb. 14, 10 p.m., $10-$20. BeatBox, 
314 Tith St., S.F., 500-2675, beatboxsf.com. 

Why? Because We Love You: Friends of Modern Times 
gather for an anti-capitalist Valentine's Day party 
featuring kinky books, finger foods, Good Vibrations 
giveaways, and other sex-positive goodies. Fri., Feb. 
13, 5-8 p.m., free. Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th 
St., S.F., 282-9246, moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Will You Be My Bloody Valentine?: With Sirena Victima, 
Cassandra, Kiss Cam, and DJ Clementine. Thu., Feb. 
12, 9 p.m., $5. El Rio, 3158 Mission, S.F., 282-3325, 
elriosf.com. 

Yes, Dear!: A Marital Valentine Cabaret: With Scott 
Grinthal and Lauren Mayer. Feb. 13-14, 8 p.m., $25- 
$45, societycabaret.com. Hotel Rex, 562 Sutter, S.F., 
433-4434, jdvhotels.com. 

You're Welcome: A Valentine's Night of Love, Lust, 
and House Music: With Samo Sound Boy, Benjamin K, 
A Fox, and Mantranova. Thu., Feb. 12, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 
Monarch, 101 Sixth St., S.F., 284-9774, monarchsf.com. 
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BSCR AT OEDIPAL COMPLEXITY 


Ail in the Family 


An unusually close-knit group of performers takes on one of the great Greek classics. 


N 


By Lily Janiak 


Sophocles’s Antigone, one of the 
first and greatest Western tragedies ever 
written, is often thought of as a grand 
clash of moral imperatives. The daughter 
of Oedipus — yes, that Oedipus — defies 
the law of man (specifically, her uncle, 
King Kreon) and obeys the law of godin 
order to perform proper burial rites for her 
brother, a wartime traitor, who was killed 
by her other brother, a wartime hero. 

But in 2012, when Paige Rogers was 
first considering directing the play for 
the Cutting Ball Theater, where she 
serves as associate artistic director, she 
was attracted to something much sim- 
pler: the tragedy’s family dynamics. 

“The play Antigone begins well after 
the death of Oedipus,” she writes on 
the company’s blog, “and it is the four 
siblings, royal in birth and shamed by 
their parentage, who seemed so clear 
and strong to me. The play begins just 
24 hours after the two brothers kill one 
another, and the sisters, used to sharing 
the gross humiliation of their parentage, 
are the only ones left who can claim 
that their father was also their brother. 
The two other people on earth who 
understood this fact on a cellular and 
societal level have killed each other just 
hours before. The bond that the siblings 
shared, paired with what is happening 
the minute the play opens, sealed the 
deal for me.” 

Three years later, Rogers has a cast 
that’s had the unique opportunity to live 
together like a family in the middle of 
the woods in Eastern Europe. 

Last year, Cutting Ball got an extraor- 
dinary invitation to work with Teatr Zar, 
a Polish avant-garde theater ensemble 
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that practices teachings of the great mid- 
20th century theater director and think- 
er Jerzy Grotowski. Zar emphasizes song 
and movement over text; its work draws 
on the ancient folk songs from cultures 
all over the world. Cutting Ball is the first 
American company invited to work with 
Zar like this in more than a decade. 

Funding its journey partly through 
Kickstarter, the group traveled to Wro- 
claw, Poland, where it spent two weeks 
training together, doing intense physical 
and vocal exercises with Zar. It was not 
unusual for the work to trespass upon 
private, deeply held emotions, and at 
times the performers broke down. But 
instead of stopping rehearsal, as other 
companies might have, Zar members 
thought crying was a natural, even nec- 
essary, reaction to the work, says Emma 
Crane Jaster, who plays various roles 
in the production. They asked an upset 
performer if he or she needed anything 
and then moved on. 

Training together as an ensemble 
is rare in contemporary theater, as is 
spending almost a year on a project; 
most rehearsal periods in the Bay Area 
last three to six weeks. 

“It’s really helped me with the family 
dynamics,” says actress Hannah Don- 
ovan, referring to both the residency 
with Zar and the scope of the rehearsals 
as a whole. She plays Ismene, sister to 
Madeline H.D. Brown’s Antigone. “I have 
a sister myself, and I feel super-comfort- 
able with her. If Madeline and I had just 
met two weeks ago, we would not have 
the same shared experiences that we’ve 
had the past year.” 

The luxury of time, says Jaster, al- 
lowed the group to explore more, impro- 
vise, and “make more interesting choic- 





J.C. Myers 


Antigone (Madeline H.D. Brown) 
buries her brother against her 
uncle Kreon’s edict. 


es, instead of the most expedient ones, 
as a result. Wiley Naman Strasser, who 
plays Haemon, who’s betrothed to Anti- 
gone, agrees, “We had time to see what 
was in ourselves” as opposed to “foisting 
character upon ourselves,” he says. 

The ensemble now has what Jaster 
calls “a shared vocabulary” to such a great 
extent that when Rogers gives them 
direction, they often first huddle among 
themselves in order to realize it. “[The ac- 
tors] have [their] own locked-in egg that 
I’m not even a part of,” Rogers says. 

This long-term collaboration among 
the actors helped playwright Daniel 
Sullivan write his new translation of 
the play. “It made the chorus much eas- 
ier to write for because you can imag- 
ine their personal relations,” he says. 
Sullivan traveled with the performers 
to Wroclaw and worked on the script 
as he observed them rehearsing. In 
many ways, he wrote the characters for 
these particular performers. “I sat and 
watched and watched and watched,” he 
says. You pick up things — how cer- 
tain bodies are ready to express certain 
things.” 

“Especially with Madeline,” says Rog- 
ers. ‘I hear some lines come from her, 
where I’m like, ‘Oh, she’d say that. Oh, 
she'd say that.’ What a gift!” 


Antigone 

begins previews Feb. 17 andruns 
Feb. 22-Mar. 22 at the Exit on Taylor, 
277 Taylor St., S.F. $10-$50; 
525-1205 or cuttingball.com 
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A SEX WORKER IS BORN 


Sugar Baby Blues 


The first time I posted an ad 
seeking a sugar daddy, I still lived 
with my parents. I had just 
landed back in my sleepy 
Central Coast hometown 
after six months on the road 
as a merch girl with goth- 
indie-pop darling Amanda 
Palmer. While living out of 
a tour van and making out 
with bass players were 
things that truly fulfilled 
me in the way that a career 
should, they just didn’t pay 
the bills. 

[had student loans to pay, 
and I really didn’t want to live 
with my parents for any longer 
than absolutely necessary. I hada 
job, but it paid just $15 an hour, which 
meant that in order to save enough 
money to move to San Francisco, I 
was going to be stuck living in the 
toolshed-turned-guest room in the 
backyard of my parents’ house for way 
longer than was mentally feasible for 
me. 

I’m not sure when “sugar baby” 
first entered my vernacular, but the 
idea that an older, well-off gentleman 
would drop some serious cash for the 
privilege of being my boyfriend didn’t 
sound that impossible. I knew there 
were scores of wealthy, lonely men 
in this world, some just a few miles 
from me. 

I pictured a Pretty Woman fantasy 
where I made $10,000 a weekend to 
go to the opera and the Kentucky 
Derby, or shop for dresses on Rodeo 
Drive. I knew there would most likely 
be sex involved, but I also assumed 
that he’d look like Richard Gere. 

I knew that posting internet ads 
for sexual arrangements in one’s 
hometown is ill-advised, but I did it 
anyway and crossed my fingers that I 
wouldn’t end up on a date with an old 
teacher or one of my mom’s friends. 

The first stranger I consented to 
meet in person looked like a straight 
Freddie Mercury, had he lived to be 
55, who claimed to be a cosmetics 
tycoon with an infirm wife. We met 
in a safari-themed basement bar of 
a weird hotel that my mom liked 
to go to for lunch. Best salad bar in 
town. He smelled nice, and when he 
gave me money, my attraction to him 
was able to surface and bloom into 
something that felt real enough. 

He wore expensive linen pants 
with no underwear. | didn’t dislike 
hanging out with him, and he 
brought me expensive bottles of wine 
(I was really into wine then) every 
time we got together. The last time 
I saw him, which was also the first 
time I let him fuck me, I sat naked 
in the toolshed after he left, sipping 
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the jammy Bordeaux he had brought 
me. It was too sweet, cloying, like it 
had gotten too old sitting in his fancy 
wine cellar in his big house by the 
ocean. I didn’t like it. 

Later, I got an email from him 
informing me that I was too chubby 
for our arrangement to continue. 

“Nothing personal,” he assured 
me. “I just prefer girls who look 
borderline anorexic.” 

So I decided to take a break from 
the whole sugar situation. I gota 
waitressing job and started dating a 
girl I had gone to high school with. I 
didn’t tell her about my forays into 
the world of transactional romance. 

I knew she'd freak out if she knew, 
even though my waitressing job 
made me feel cheaper than drinking 
expensive wine in a toolshed. 
Eventually I managed to hustle 
enough cash to finally make my way 
to the Bay Area. 

But once I was stable, with a wage- 
slave position at a stationery store, | 
got antsy again. I could pay my rent, 
but I couldn’t afford much more, and 
I yearned to experience the incredible 
parts of San Francisco that seemed so 
out of reach — killer seats at AT&T 
Park, fine dining, opera. ... 

Again, my imagination turned 
to the fairy tale of being someone’s 
sugar baby, so I posted an ad ona 
website called Seeking Arrangement, 
hoping to find my Richard Gere 
lookalike this time. I had far more 
confidence in the wealthy men of San 
Francisco. At the very least, there 
would be more to choose from, and 
there would be far less of a possibility 
that they knew my parents. ... 


Come back next week for the rest of 
Siouxsie Q’s thrilling origin story. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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Jack O'Connell stars as 
an English soldier left to 
fend for himself on the 
streets of Belfast in Yann 
Demange’s ‘71. The film i 
part of the Mostly British 
Film Festival, which kicks 
off Thursday. 
- 


Mostly British Film Festival 
Opens Thursday at the Vogue Theatre 
The phrase “Mostly British” is far vaguer 
than it might seem at first; very few citizens 
of the countries that form the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
which is part of but not the entirety of Brit- 
ish Isles, cotton to being called “British.” 
(It’s awhole thing.) For that matter, this 
year’s festival includes films from not only 
the United Kingdom and Ireland, which 
most Americans would readily quantify as 
being British (much to Ireland's chagrin), 
but also Australia and South Africa, which 
is seriously kicking it old-school, colonially 
speaking. And the films in this year’s 
Mostly British Film Festival are also a com- 
bination of the old and new schools, kicking 
off with Yann Demange’s award-winning 
71 from last year, about a raw British re- 
cruit left to fend for himself on the streets 
of Belfast during the Troubles. Going con- 
siderably further back is Lindsay Ander- 
son's 1968 if..., starring a pre-Clockwork 
Malcolm McDowell as a young man who fo- 
ments rebellion at a posh boarding school. 
Even better, international treasure Mc- 
Dowell himself will appear in person fora 
Q&A before a screening of his turn as 
famed Englishman H. G. Wells in 1979's 
Time After Time, directed by American 
Nicholas Meyer and shot largely in San 
Francisco. It doesn’t get more mostly-Brit- 


ish than that. Sherilyn Connelly 


Ballet 422 
Rated PG. Opens Friday at 
Embarcadero Center Cinema 
In this beautifully muted documentary by 
cinematographer-director Jody Lee Lipes, 
a New York City Ballet company dancer 
gets and takes a chance to create his own 
show. At 25, newbie choreographer Justin 
Peck is perhaps not the most effusive fel- 
low, but he does have vision, and the tech- 
nically exacting fortitude to realize it. The 
same could be said for Lipes, whose reti- 
cent observational style, structured by the 
chronology of readying a debut production 
for its impending premiere, implies that all 
any movie really needs is the privilege to 
watch someone making something. And 
what's not to like about lovely young bod- 
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ies in motion, striving for grace? In this 
context, the occasional breathtaking com- 
position is basically gravy. Here and there 
absorbing counsel from more experienced 
collaborators, Peck commands his com- 
pany of pretty young things with quiet de- 
termination. It’s fun to imagine the looks 
on faces of viewers seeking Black Swan- 
style psychodrama and finding instead a 
procedural chronicle of tweaking light cues 
and dyeing costumes in washing machines, 
which is to say that the joy to be had from 
Ballet 422 runs so deep it seems wholly 
submerged. The film’s last shot caps it off 
perfectly, with an elegant suggestion of cul- 
tural context. Jonathan Kiefer 


In Case of No Emergency: The 
Films of Ruben Ostlund 
YBCA Screening Room, Feb. 12-26 
Before his formally arty, festival-friendly 
narratives, Swedish writer-director Ruben 
Ostlund made ski films, which seems like a 
good foundation for evolving one’s point 
of view on bourgeois behaviorism and 
ironic male arrogance. Ostlund sure 
knows his way around the slopes in his 
newest film Force Majeure, which expertly 
presents alpine whiteout conditions as a 
vessel for deep-black comedy. Here isa 
brilliant film about a marital reckoning, 
and about staring into the void — how- 
ever pillowy and serene it may at first ap- 
pear to be. Starting up with a pair of Force 
Majeure screenings perhaps strategically 
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scheduled on either side of Valentine’s 
Day, this month's highly recommended 
retrospective at Yerba Buena Center for 
the Arts reveals the career progress 
through which sad-funny failures of man- 
liness have become an Ostlund specialty. 
Among other things, it reminds us that 10 
years ago he madea short called Autobi- 
ographical Scene Number 6882, in which a 
guy tries to impress his friends by jumping 
off a bridge. Since then the filmmaker 
seems to have developed a sophisticated 
internet-age understanding of how social 
pressure and attention dissipation have 
combined into some subtle evil superforce 
that may be driving us all insane. Ostlund’s 
framings tend to keep some distance, but 
his curiosity is inherently sympathetic. 
Time and again he finds an electrifying dis- 
sonance between tableau choreography 
and the vagaries of free will. Characters — 
superbly cast, directly familiar — often tie 
themselves in knots of self-incrimination, 
which we're free (or captive) to observe by 
way of long, disconcertingly static takes. 
That is, the camera often stays still, but 
the scene doesn’t, necessarily; several Ost- 
lund set pieces, in several films, transpire 
inside moving vehicles. Fittingly, the 
opening shot of 2008's Involuntary is the 
front-facing view through the windshield 
of what we come to realize is a rushing am- 
bulance. It seems equally fitting that “In 
Case of No Emergency” should be the title 
of an Ostlund retrospective. JK 
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RS SAAT FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=We recommend it. 


ONGOING 


Black or White Writer-director Mike Binder's first Kevin 
Costner movie since The Upside of Anger, in 2005, 
reportedly is a film Costner had to fund himself in 
order to get it made. That's not necessarily because 
Black or White involves cultural tensions within 
mixed-race extended families boiling over into 
ugly legal action, and studios just didn’t want to go 
there. Maybe it’s more because Binder'’s broadness 
of reach becomes a kind of tonal confusion — a racial 
melodrama, but with cute laugh cues. Costner plays 
a newly widowed, heavy-drinking L.A. lawyer whose 
custody of his mixed-race granddaughter (Jillian 
Estell) gets challenged by the girl's formerly absent 
father (André Holland) and paternal grandmother 
(Octavia Spencer). So the main conflict becomes a 
parenting preference test between two people with 
debilitating chemical dependencies: one an older 
wealthy white alcoholic, the other a poor young black 
crack addict. And Binder seems to have taken the 
dubious position that addiction is simply and only 
a moral failing, thus only as forgivable as external 
circumstances, including race-related privileges, 
allow. The father's lawyer (Anthony Mackie) actually 
calling hima cliché doesn't quite mitigate our sense 
that in fact, dramatically speaking, he is, any more 
than Costner’s mea culpa ina climactic speech quite 
makes up for calling him something much worse. In 
these moments especially, the comic relief seems 
out of tune, but the sincerity seems genuine, and 
touching. Points must be deducted from any film that 
relegates the fine actor Jennifer Ehle to the role of a 
ghost who only appears in wordless flashbacks; but 
also added for casting Paula Newsome as a presiding 
judge whose humanity elevates and smooths out 
some otherwise very uneven material. JK 

Black Sea Kevin Macdonald's Black Seais a predictable 
but entertaining riff on the always-reliable Treasure 
of the Sierra Madre formula. Having recently been 
fired from his lifelong career as a submarine captain, 
Robinson (Jude Law) hears tell of a German U-boat 
carrying Nazi gold sunk at the bottom of the Black 
Sea. Acquiring a rusty old Soviet sub via a shady in- 
vestor and gathering together a motley crew of Rus- 
sians and Britons, including known psychopath Fraser 
(Ben Mendelsohn, whose physical resemblance to 
1980s-era Keith Richards is no less distracting for 
surely being unintentional), company man Daniels 
(Scoot McNairy), and the exceedingly young Tobin 
(Bobby Schofield), Robinson sets out to plunder the 
gold while evading the Russian fleet on the surface. 
Black Seais necessarily a grizzled sausage-fest, with 
the only female character of note being Robinson's 
ex-wife, who appears mostly in flashback. Truth be 
told, it might have been a tighter story without that 
particular subplot, which is nearly as superfluous to 
the action at hand as Sandra Bullock's backstory was 
in Gravity. But Black Seais an expertly crafted genre 
exercise, one that continues Jude Law's reinvention 
as Rugged Testosterone Guy that started with Dom 


Dam Keeper 
Oscar Nominated = 48 
Shorts: AnimatiGni | 
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Hemingway. And for you science nerds who care 
about such things, yes, Black Sea does acknowledge 
that its title sea is anoxic. (Nerd.) SC 


Oscar Nominated Shorts: Animation |s it a pity 


category? Not even live action, not even features? 
Forget that: Animated shorts, when made well, 
have a beautiful way of boiling down everything 
that ever was and ever will be great about movie 
storytelling. In the Dutch film A Single Life, awoman 
puts a record on her turntable, comes unstuck in 
time, and whips around through her own life like a 
hapless Vonnegut hero. That the movie takes not 
even two-and-a-half minutes to run its course only 
underscores the premise-essential poignancy — or 
horror, if that’s how it strikes you — of being over 
before you know it. On the other hand, The Dam 
Keeper, about a lonely little pig who operates a 
windmill to keep poisonous clouds from engulfing 
his town, doesn't do quite enough with its 18 minutes, 
but maybe that’s part of the idea. In the British film 
The Bigger Picture, about two adult brothers trying 
to cope with and care for their elderly mother, 
characters are painted on the walls of a room full 
of objects with which they interact. It’s an arresting 
technique, but perhaps nowhere in this bunch are 
the toughest questions of aesthetics interwoven 
with those of daily life more satisfyingly than in 
the Norwegian-Canadian Me and My Moulton, 
whose narrator wryly observes, ‘‘Our parents are 
modernist architects, and that causes problems.” 
Meanwhile Disney returns to its animated-short 
roots, or so the PR line goes, with the impeccably 
Disneyish Feast, which adorably reveals how one 
schlubby dude's romantic life plays out in how he 
feeds his Boston Terrier puppy. In general, the only 
shortness that's a problem here, and it's typical, is 
the shortsightedness of the Academy: There’s just 
so much more original and award-worthy animation 
being made in any given year than this somewhat 
puny batch of nominees ever can contain. Still, 
they've picked some good ones. Opens Friday at 
Opera Plaza Cinema. (JK) 


Oscar Nominated Short Films 2015: Live Action 


The Oscar nominations often seem less like an 
opportunity to celebrate the films up for the awards, 
and more areason to gripe about who got snubbed. 
(Deal with it, LEGO Movie fans.) Forever flying far 
enough under the radar to avoid controversy are the 
short films, a genre which, in spite of the existence of 
the ShortsHD channel deep in the nether regions of 
your satellite or cable package, tends to be unheard 
of until a given film is nominated for the little gold 
statue. This is especially true of the live-action short 
films, and it's a shame, because there always are 
a few works that deserve special attention. One of 
the highlights — and the longest at 39 minutes — is 
Oded Binnun and Mihal Brezis's Aya. Given a proper 
theatrical release in Israel, where it deservedly 
won the Israeli Academy Award for Best Short, the 
picture follows a woman named Aya (Sarah Adler) 
who, mistaken for a driver of one Mr. Overby (Ulrich 
Thomsen) at an airport, decides to roll with it and 
see what happens. Also worth your time is Talkhon 
Hamzavi's Parvaneh, about a young Afghan migrant 
(Nissa Kashani) in Switzerland who finds herself 





overwhelmed by the city, at least until a punk rock 
girl (Cheryl Graf) shows her the way. Opens Friday 
at Opera Plaza Cinema. (SC) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. OLINGLINGO: The Movie: 
Premiere of Jeepneys’ new “video opera” that 
combines live performance footage of the one- 
woman synth act with staged scenes and retro 
VFX that are every bit as lo-tek as the music’s 
‘80s-indebted electronic sounds. Thu., Feb. 12, 8 
p.m. $7-$10. GAZE: Pleasure//Pain: The independent 
women’s film and video series tackles love in all of 
its “kinky, sweet, dark, seductive, uncomfortable, 
playful, and difficult” splendor in experimental and 
exploratory short films by Claire Arctander, Renae 
Barnard, Nazli Dincel, Sasha Waters Freyer, Minna 
Langstrém, Karly Stark, Amanda Thomson, and 
more. Fri., Feb. 13, 8 p.m. $7-S10. gazefilmseries. 
wordpress.com. The New Talkies Take on North 
America and The Beyond: This sui generis mashup of 
film and performance pairs scenes from fascinating 
films (think Chinatown, The Sound of Music, Joan 
Crawford's subtext-soaked Johnny Guitar, and 
Jean-Luc Godard’s Pierrot le Fou) with artists and 
writers chipping in live narration or even their own 
scripts. Sun., Feb. 15, 8 p.m. $10. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 824-3890, atasite.org. 

Castro Theatre. Romeo & Juliet: Wherefore art Romeo? 
Why, he's right here, with actor Leonard Whiting 
appearing in person at this Valentine's Day screening 
of Franco Zeffirelli’s classic 1968 film adaptation of 
the most famous play ever written. Sat., Feb. 14, 8 
p.m. $25-$45. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

Clay Theatre. Still Alice: Julianne Moore's performance 
as a well-to-do woman stricken with Alzheimer's 
before her time redeems Richard Glatzer and Wash 
Westmoreland’s cringe-drama, which otherwise 
doesn't say anything new about the disease (though 
some seriously tacky product placement does imply 
that Pinkberry may be somehow related). Daily. The 
Room: Tommy Wiseau's cinematic bomb is every bit 
as bad as it’s cracked up to be. You'll crack up as 
well at this riotous midnight screening with lots of 
Rocky Horror-style audience participation. Second 
Saturday of every month, 11:59 p.m. 2261 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Michael Jack- 
son's Moonwalker: Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Tristan 
Buckner, and Chris Rockey surely have enough 
respect for the late pop superstar not to mock him 
outright ... though certain segments of this surreal 
long-form music video may not escape the same 
fate. Sun., Feb. 15, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San 
Francisco, 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Birdman: In Alejandro 
Gonzalez lfarritu’s bold comment on the uncertain 
new frontier of performing arts, Michael Keaton plays 
the wounded, ambitious, has-been star of a superhe- 
ro-movie franchise, now mounting his own Raymond 
Carver adaptation on Broadway. Daily. The Theory 
of Everything: In director James Marsh's gauzy 
and chastely reverential movie, Eddie Redmayne 
relishes the physically challenging role of young 
astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, bending himself 
through a progression of wheelchairs from 1960s 
Cambridge toward the gnarled, impish, computer- 
-voiced transglobal keynoter we all know and love 
today. Daily. Red Army: Gabe Polsky’s entertaining 
documentary revisits the Cold War though the lens 
of hockey — particularly the story of Slava Fetisov, 
the captain and most charismatic member of the 
Soviet Union's Red Army hockey team — and keeps 
a light tone even when dealing with serious issues. 
Daily. Oscar Nominated Short Films 2015: Live 
Action: Forever flying far enough under the radar 
to avoid Oscar controversy are the short films, a 
genre which tends to be unheard of until a given 
film is nominated for the little gold statue. This is 
especially true of the live-action short films, and 
it's a shame, because there always a few works 
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that deserve special attention. Daily. The Imitation 
Game: After breaking Nazi codes, basically winning 
World War II, and pretty much inventing the computer 
and modern-day artificial intelligence, British 
mathematician Alan Turing was then chemically 
castrated for being gay and poisoned to death 
with cyanide. Last year the Queen granted Turing a 
posthumous pardon, but nothing really says ‘‘we're 
sorry” like Benedict Cumberbatch playing him ina 
posh, Oscar-hungry historical thriller. Daily. Oscar 
Nominated Shorts: Animation: Animated shorts, 
when made well, have a beautiful way of boiling down 
everything that ever was and ever will be great about 
movie storytelling. In general, the only shortness 
that's a problem here is the shortsightedness of the 
Academy: There's just so much more original and 
award-worthy animation being made in any given 
year than this somewhat puny batch of nominees 
ever can contain. Still, they've picked some good 
ones. Daily. A Most Violent Year: A 1981 NYC period 
piece with the word “violent” right there in its title, 
writer-director J.C. Chandor’s A Most Violent Year 
might disappoint some viewers by stoking unfair 
expectations. Instead of an over-cranked opera, 
it's really just a subtle character study about a 
would-be heating oil tycoon, and a reiteration of 
the perceptive question Chandor has been asking 
for three films now: With his self-made world maybe 
inevitably coming apart, what's a man to do? Daily. 
1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Multiple Bay Area Locations. 17th SF IndieFest: 


They grow up so fast, don't they? SF IndieFest is 
old enough to drive this year, but you should still 
take public transportation to the kickoff film, Hits, 
at the Brava. Writer/director David Cross's keen 
sense of misanthropy shines through in this story 
of a small town whose residents (and a few outside 
agitators) become dangerously obsessed with 
getting internet-famous. The rest of the fest is filled 
out with sensitive indie dramas, documentaries of 
many stripes, creepy animated features, short films, 
international thrillers, exploitation spoofs, cheesy 
midnight sci-fi, and stuff that is just plain batshit 
weird. This year’s IndieFest takes place at the Brava 
Theater Center (2781 24th St., S.F.), Roxie Theater 
(3117 16th St., S.F.), and Humanist Hall (390 27th 
St., Oakland). Through Feb. 19. sfindie.com. Multiple 
addresses, San Francisco, N/A. 


New Conservatory Theatre Center. The Case Against 


8: The NCTC presents a Valentine's Day benefit 
screening of HBO's 2014 documentary about the 
legal battle to bring down the California state prop- 
osition outlawing same-sex marriage. Following the 
film is a panel discussion moderated by Supervisor 
Scott Weiner and featuring former Chief U.S. Judge 
Vaughn R. Walker, attorney Enrique Monagas, and 
plaintiffs Paul Katami and Jeff Zarrillo. Sat., Feb. 
14, 1 p.m. $65-$100. 25 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
861-8972, nctcsf.org. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. She's Beautiful When She's 


Angry: Documentaries about social justice history 
often get to benefit from a kind of positive culture 
shock, in that the viewer can take some comfort in 
how much better things are now. And while there's 
been some measure of improvement since the time 
covered in Mary Dore’s fascinating documentary 
about the feminist movement of the late 1960s 
and early 1970s, She's Beautiful When She's Angry 
demonstrates that things may be better than they 
were, but they still need to be better than they 
are. Daily. Oscar Nominated Short Films 2015: Live 
Action: Forever flying far enough under the radar to 
avoid Oscar controversy are the short films, a genre 
which tends to be unheard of until a given film is 
nominated for the little gold statue. This is especially 
true of the live-action short films, and it’s a shame, 
because there always a few works that deserve 
special attention. Daily. Mr. Turner: Mike Leigh 
directs Timothy Spall as the prolific 19th-century 
English painter J.M.W. Turner, whose work became 
a sublime segue from Romantic landscapes to 


Modernist abstractions, and whose personal life — as 
robustly inhabited by Spall — apparently contained 
multitudes of gropes and grunts. Daily. Oscar Nom- 
inated Shorts: Animation: Animated shorts, when 
made well, have a beautiful way of boiling down 
everything that ever was and ever will be great about 
movie storytelling. In general, the only shortness 
that's a problem here is the shortsightedness of the 
Academy: There's just so much more original and 
award-worthy animation being made in any given 
year than this somewhat puny batch of nominees 
ever can contain. Still, they've picked some good 
ones. Daily. Ballet 422: In this beautifully muted 
documentary by cinematographer-director Jody 
Lee Lipes, a New York City Ballet company dancer 
gets and takes a chance to create his own show. 
Lipes’ reticent observational style, structured by 
the chronology of readying a debut production for 
its impending premiere, implies that all any movie 
really needs is the privilege to watch someone 
making something. And what's not to like about 
lovely young bodies in motion, striving for grace? 
Starting Feb. 13. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
771-3456, landmarktheatres.com. 


Roxie Theater. 17th SF IndieFest: This year's San 


Francisco Independent Film Festival is chock full 
of sensitive indie dramas, documentaries of many 
stripes, creepy animated features, short films, 
international thrillers, exploitation spoofs, cheesy 
midnight sci-fi, and stuff that is just plain batshit 
weird. Through Feb. 19. sfindie.com. Power Ballad 
Sing-A-Long: SF IndieFest invites you to release 
your inner poodle (or at least your inner lover 
of poodle-haired pop rockers from the 1980s) at 
their annual music video sing-along party. Sat., 
Feb. 14, 9:30 p.m. $15. sfindie.com. 3117 16th St., 
San Francisco, 863-1087, roxie.com. 


Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. Song of the Sea: Folklore 


is life in Tomm Moore's animated masterpiece, a 
stunning visual tapestry and a simple story about 
how any family's grief for a lost loved one can be as 
deep and vast as a national mythology. It demon- 
strates, as maybe only a great animated film can, 
how ordinary life teems with wonder. Through Feb. 
12. Timbuktu: In filmmaker Abderrahmane Sissako's 
documentary, the eponymous Malian city is a place 
increasingly in thrall to Islamic fundamentalism, a 
place of men with guns instead of minds, with a 
Sharia mandate to ban anything fun under threat 
of barbaric punishment. We begin to understand 
what makes Malian blues bands so soulful and 
mesmerizingly good: In a place like this, they get 
AO lashes for playing music at all, and 40 more just 
for being together in a room. Through Feb. 12. 1881 
Post, San Francisco, 346-3243, sundancecinemas. 
com/kabuki.html. 


Vogue Theatre. Mostly British Film Festival: This 


year’s festival features films from not only the 
United Kingdom and Ireland, which most Americans 
would readily quantify as being British (much to 
Ireland's chagrin), but also Australia and South 
Africa, which is seriously kicking it old-school, 
colonially speaking. And the films in this year's MBFF 
are also a combination of the old and new schools, 
kicking off with Yann Demange’s award-winning 
‘71 from last year, and including an in-person Q&A 
with Malcolm McDowell before a screening of his 
turn as famed Englishman H. G. Wells in 1979's Time 
After Time. Feb. 12-22. facebook.com/MostlyBrit- 
ishFilmFestival. 3290 Sacramento, San Francisco, 
346-2288, voguesf.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. In Case of No 


Emergency: The Films of Ruben Ostlund: Starting 
with a pair of Force Majeure screenings perhaps stra- 
tegically scheduled on either side of Valentine's Day 
(Feb. 12 and 15), this month's highly recommended 
YBCA retrospective of Swedish writer-director Ruben 
Ostlund reveals the career progress through which 
sad-funny failures of manliness have become an 
Ostlund specialty, with the filmmaker developing a 
sophisticated internet-age understanding of how 
social pressure and attention dissipation have 
combined into some subtle evil superforce that may 
be driving us all insane. Thu., Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., 
Feb. 15, 2 p.m.; Thu., Feb. 19, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 22, 
2p.m.; Thu., Feb. 26, 7 p.m. $8-$10. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 
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BS AAU MTU a> THE AGONY AND ECSTASY OF TV SHOPPING 


Paralyzed by Choice 


The television section of 
Costco is my own private Blade Runner 
set. Each flatscreen towers above, but 
unlike the Ridley Scott film, everyone is 
always parasailing in the transmissions 
instead of being future-apocalyptic. In 
the movie, an Asian woman is projected 
over the entire side of a building, re- 
peatedly eating a tidbit of something 
with big red lips; at Costco, that would 
just be me wearing chapstick and eat- 
ing a big slice of greasy pizza. 

I want anew TV. lam going to go 
nuts and splurge. They will need a 
crane to move this motherfucker into 
my house. But how do you pick out a 
TV set at a store? Do the Samsungs 
know how shitty they look next to 
the LGs? Is it in its contract to never 
be placed next to the sharper Sonys, 
like those GRE test questions, “Joe 
can only sit by Linda, but Linda 
cannot sit 
by anyone 
in a blue 
sweater... You 
can’t go wrong 
with a Zenith! 
my grandma 
always said. 
Do they even 
make Zeniths 
anymore? 
(Nope, Zenith 
is now LG). 

If I weren't a 
lazy bastard 

I would look 

at Consumer 
Reports, but that would involve charts 
and graphs and stuff. 

“Come over and check mine out,” 
said my friend Jonah. “It takes up 
an entire wall.” I know he takes 
his entertainment very seriously, 
even going as far as to inhale large 
bongloads of OG Kush before each 
viewing. (Hey, it’s medical marijuana. 
He gets wicked menstrual cramps.) 
The Samsung set was indeed gigantic 
and the picture was incredible. In 
fact, it was too good. We watched 
Game of Thrones and the pixels were 
so sharp that they didn’t even look 
like characters anymore; they looked 
like, well, actors. It was like when 
soap operas switched from film to 
videotape and it felt like watching 
home movies — only your home 
movies hopefully didn’t have a 
plotline involving white slavery in 
Port Charles. There are people who 
still pine for Technicolor, myself 
included, and now there will be 
holdouts for the good old days 
when television didn’t look like you 
were watching a play. I don’t want 
to be reminded that I’m watching a 
replicant. 

“T think it’s rad,” said Jonah. He 
would. I want to agree with him, I 
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really do. But I prefer cinematic 
to authentic. 

I said as much at Best Buy. The kid 
just stared at me. You never know 
what you are going to get when you go 
into that place. At times I’m convinced 
they all work on commission, at other 
times I’m sure they are getting min- 
imum wage and hoping stuff “falls 
off the truck” easily. This guy was the 
latter. He was certainly pushing the 
retail dress code limits by having his 
pants hang down to his buttcrack just 
far enough to look cool to his friends, 
yet not upset corporate. He made a 


sweeping wave with his hand across all 


the TVs like a doped up Price Is Right 
spokesmodel as he tried to explain the 
difference between plasma and LED 
to me. Most of what I watch is on my 
computer, like most everyone under 
40, so which of these behemoths 
would transfer 
from my laptop 
the best? Uhhh, 


he mused, shuf- 


fling over to the 


Sharp. Sharp?! 
Poor man’s 
Panasonic? Oh 
hell no. I decid- 
ed to put both 
of us out of our 
misery. 

“It really 
doesn’t matter, 
inh,” T Said, 

“T should just 
get the one that 
looks the cutest here next to all its 
mates, right?” 

“Ubhh..” 

“The set will die in a few years 
anyway and be replaced by something 
else, so I should just grab something 
shiny while I can.” 

“You could do that,” he said. The 
implication was also that I could, if I 
really wanted to, not make him have 
to answer questions anymore. 

“T mean, the entire television 
paradigm is going to become 
completely engulfed by the internet 
anyway, right? We will soon be 
wearing virtual reality suits and 
participating in our own favorite 
shows through our computers.” 

“Probably so, probably so,” he 
nodded, not listening. If I looked 
closely into one of his eyes, perhaps I 
would see his chip. 

“Tll take it,” I said, pointing to 
the LG. “Rated ‘A’ from Consumer 
Reports!” it said. But mostly it was 
just the shiniest, with the most 
lifelike football players and Snickers 
bar eaters. 

“Great!” said the lad, revivified. 
Glad I could help. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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AN INEVITABLE COLLISION 


By Anna Roth 


It’s easy to take Burmese food 
for granted when you live in the Bay Area, 
which has the biggest Burmese popula- 
tion in the United States, according to 
2010 census numbers. A Chowhound 
contributor recently did the math to dis- 
cover that there are upwards of 30 restau- 
rants with a whole or partial menu 
dedicated to Burmese food in the Bay — 
Los Angeles and New York only havea 
handful between them. When I first 
moved here, it blew me away that I could 
enjoy food from the country of Myanmar, 
formerly Burma, a cuisine that draws 
from its neighboring countries of India, 
Thailand, and China, whenever I wanted. 
Now, of course, it’s been gradually assimi- 
lated into what I consider “normal,” al- 
though, like most things in San Francisco, 
it’s not that for the rest of the country. 

There are countless fights on Chow- 
hound and other review sites over 
which Burmese restaurant in the Bay 
Area is the best. Is it the super-au- 
thentic, hole-in-the-wall Little Yangon 
down in Daly City? The much-lauded 
Mandalay in the Outer Richmond? 
Burmese Kitchen, which recently 
closed in the Tenderloin but rose from 
the ashes with a pop-up in the Inner 
Richmond? The one thing that every- 
one agrees on is that the most visible 
is the Burma Superstar, the populist 
restaurant that has snapped up most 
of the accolades, appeared on the Food 
Network, and spread to five locations 
around the Bay Area. Its most recent is 
Burma Love, which opened on upper 
Valencia right before the new year. 

Waits regularly top an hour at 
Burma Superstar's original location, 
which has been a fixture on Clement 
Street for more than 20 years. The 
restaurant's upscale-ish Southeast 
Asian atmosphere is pleasant enough, 
but the crowds are there for the food, 
especially the tea leaf salad and noodle 
dishes made with a subtle coconut 
curry. Its new Mission location is much 
hipper, with an orange- and cream-col- 
ored tile pattern along the walls and 
tree stumps near the tables meant to 
hold your personal effects. There's a 
long bar, which will serve well for over- 
flow and will serve cocktails when the 
full liquor license comes through (right 
now it's just wine, sake, and beer, 
including a lovely, lemongrass- and 
coriander-infused brew made specially 
for the restaurant by Oakland's Ale 
Industries). Though entrees approach 
$20, it still feels casual — just nice-ca- 
sual, the equivalent of the Hayes Valley 
and Mission Lers Ros outposts. 
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Most of the menu is imported from 
Burma Superstar and its sister bar, 
B*Star, and the favorites are well-repre- 
sented. The tea leaf salad is still mixed 
tableside, and if it's a few dollars more 
than it is in the Avenues, it's still great, 
with a bright acidity from the lemon, a 
tang from the imported tea leaves, and a 
crunch from fried lentils, sesame seeds, 
and garlic. You could do much worse 
than a light dinner at 
the bar with one of 
these salads and a nice 


few dollars more expensive than you've 
paid in the past. (The restaurant claims 
this is due to its use of organic ingredi- 
ents, which may be true, but it's hard 
to believe that the Duboce and Valencia 
location doesn't factor into it.) 

The interesting part of the group's 
new restaurant is the homey dishes that 
aren't on the menu anywhere else, such 
as the duck curry — two duck legs ina 

curry with potatoes 
and carrots, like a 
Burmese version of 


Burma Love f 
glass of wine. 211 Valencia an old-fashioned 
Mohinga, the curry b ee : English beef stew. 
catfish stew that is the H eal en oe The curry wasn't su- 
national dish of Myan- gee cheese ta aay per-spicy or assertive 


mar, is also comforting 


but it had a deep, full 


here, with a dull heat Tea leaf salad $13 flavor that went well 
that seeps into the Mohinga $11 with the roundness 
soul and is tempered Superstar shrimp $18 of the duck. Another 
only slightly by the Coconut duck curry $21 exciting new item 
chewy rice noodles. Whole fried fish $24 was the whole, deep- 
Do doctor it with the Spicy noodle $15 fried fish in a sticky- 


lemon and chili pepper 

flakes that accompany 

it — they bring out 

the sour notes of the broth and turn it 
from something ordinary into some- 
thing exceptional. Old favorites like the 
pratha bread, coconut curry noodles, 
and sweet-and-hot shrimp curry all 
make appearances, and all are solid ren- 
ditions of ditties you've heard before, if a 


MUSIC 


sweet sauce with just 

a tinge of heat. The 

fish was a tad over- 
done, and it was messy to excavate with 
just the knife and fork provided by the 
servers, but it was a stunning center- 
piece and the fillets were still moist and 
full of flavor. 

Spicy noodles were the only new dish 

that didn't work at all: a riff on pad Thai, 


Gabrielle Lurie 


Tea leaf salad is a perennial Burma 
Superstar — and now Burma Love 
— favorite. 


but way too sweet and almost ketchupy, 
with none of the heat that was promised 
by the name. 

Because of its prominence in the 
S.F. dining scene, there has been a lot of 
chatter over the years around whether 
Burma Superstar is overrated or under- 
rated. My opinion has always been that 
it's simply rated: pretty good, consistent 
food in a buzzy atmosphere, a place I 
often take out-of-towners to introduce 
them to the delights of Burmese food. 
Though the Mission has an embarrass- 
ment of good Indian, Mexican, Japa- 
nese, Vietnamese, Salvadoran, and other 
restaurants, before Burma Love the best 
option for Burmese food was Yamo, 
the 18th Street hole-in-the-wall that 
could quench a curry-noodle craving but 
wasn't great for sit-down. 

It's tempting to read Burma Love's 
move to Valencia, and the higher prices 
that accompany the move, as something 
sinister, yet another indication of the 
slow seep of the tech industry's influ- 
ence on the city. But in my mind, it's just 
surprising the restaurant hasn't been 
there all along. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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Haute Dogs 
By Pete Kane 


“Because wieners are happiest 
between two buns” says the sandwich 
board outside of Dapper Dog, the latest 
fast-casual spot to open up in the Castro. 
It’s taken up the former home of 
The Bead Store, proof that the neigh- 
borhood is just getting more food-cen- 
tric all the time, and even though the 
$6-and-up price is a bit steeper than 
Nathan’s in Coney Island, it’s totally 
unlike anything else in the Castro. 
Dapper Dog is a very simple oper- 
ation, with no online presence at all. 
There are three types of dog (Niman 
Ranch beef, chicken, and veggie) 
served a dozen ways. Some are classic 
(a New York dog with sauerkraut, 
mustard and onion, or a chili dog with 
cheddar and onion), while others are 
very 2010s (a banh mi dog with sliced 
cucumber, pickled carrot, cilantro, jala- 
pefios, chopped peanuts, and Sriracha 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots 
around town. To recommend a place, 
email fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


AL’s Place: Acclaimed chef Aaron London, last seen at 
Napa’s Michelin-starred Ubuntu, has opened a mostly 
pescetarian restaurant at 26th and Valencia. The 
menu focuses on vegetables and fish dishes; meat, 
like bavette steak and seared foie gras, is offered as 
a “side.” 1499 Valencia, 416-6136 

The Flying Falafel: Mid-Market has a new lunch stand 
for falafel sandwiches, pita platters, dolmas, and 
other Middle Eastern foods. Everything is vegan; 
most can be made gluten-free too. 1051 Market, 
964-1003, flyingfalafel.com 

Hawker Fare: Michelin-starred Oakland chef James 
Syhabout brings his popular, casual Thai and Laotian 
restaurant Hawker Fare to the Mission. The former 
Amber Dhara space has a super-colorful makeover 
and a new upstairs bar, The Holy Mountain, which 
will have a rotating menu of cocktails (starting with 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Pete Kane 


The Chicago Dog could not be 
more legit, and the bun is stellar. 


mayo). If you like your junk food to 

be drowning in colorful antioxidants, 
an absolutely authentic Chicago Dog 
would be a good bet, from the elec- 
tric-green sweet relish and tomato 
wedges to the sport peppers. That bun, 
though; it’s got poppy seeds, baby. 

You can lard things up by adding 
bacon, egg, or cheese, or take things 
in a curious direction with a Napa 
dog (arugula, crumbled blue cheese, 
diced dried apricots, and house apricot 
sauce). There is only one side dish, and 
it has pit-stop-before-calling-it-a-night 
written all over it: loaded potato cro- 
quettes (bacon, chive, and potato with 
a cheesy center; four for $5). No liquor 
license, but the refrigerator case has 
vintage 7-Up and Fanta. 

Although the feng shui is a little 
weird (instead of a pick-up window, 
you re basically shunted to the side to 
stare at the recycling bin), the space 
has such a small footprint >» p34 


a Mardi Gras-inspired theme). 680 Valencia, 800- 
9000, hawkerfare.com 

Haven: Daniel Patterson’s Oakland restaurant gets 
another revamp, now becoming a family-style, 
prix-fixe menu for $60 on weekends and $45 on 
weeknights, showcasing the talents of executive 
chef Charlie Parker. 44 Webster, Oakland, (510) 
663-4440, havenoakland.com 

Liholiho Yacht Club: The Hawaiian pop-up from Ravi 
Kapur finds a permanent home in the Tenderloin 
in this collaboration with the Nopa team. Expect 
plenty of island flavors in dishes like tuna poke, 
twice-cooked pork shanks with pineapple and 
fennel, and lamb ribs with dates and radishes. Ob- 
viously there are tiki drinks. 871 Sutter, 440-5446, 
liholihoyachtclub.com 

Mourad: Mourad Lahlo of Aziza fame has opened a 
soaring, eponymous restaurant in SOMA. Like the 
Michelin-starred Aziza, Moroccan-California food is on 
the menu, but this spot focuses more on large-format 
dishes like lamb shoulder, short ribs, and roasted 
chicken. 140 New Montgomery, 660-2500 
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Get Tickets at YOSHIS.COM / the venue box office / 510-238-9200 . 


TRADITIONAL. 
ITALIAN FARE & PIZZA Gg 


FAMILY OWNED | 
a SINCE 1972 . 


PRIVATE PARTIES 
y UP TO 30 PEOPLE 


ORDER ONLINE 


| WWW.HAYSTACKPIZZA.COM 


gee) CBS ae 
3881 24TH ST 


BETWEEN VICKSBURG & SANCHEZ 


415.647.1929 
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OPEN LATE 
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Benefit Art Exhibit 
D)iSJe) fh alarem-~Vaem Drelar-inare 


By Over 30 Artists 
salaelerclamm-le)acr-lav, 


Peary Albee 


415.255.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST 
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GILBERTH 'S pom. 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


2427 3rd St, SF 


415-913-7163 


Monday-Saturday 
sam—3pm* & 5:30pm—10pm 
*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 


Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 














/ FULL BAR } 


KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 














STOMMY5 | | 
OYNT 


THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S 











BEST PLACE TO DRINK 


A SAN FRANCISCO 
TRADITION 
FOR OVER 65 YEARS! 


IS" HOUR OF PARKING 
Nee FREE @ AMC 








See) LHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM*— 


Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 
Won Ton 


Pancakes 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
iii www.kingofchinesedumpling.com mnt 


~ 
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“NL . 
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NING OF NOODLES 


=— = Hand-Pulled Everyday —= 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 






















Fresh Eats from p33 


that it can’t be helped. And because 
Dapper Dog is open until 11 p.m. on 
boring days and 2:30 a.m. Thursday 
through Saturday, it’s going to gobble 
up the late-late crowd when Marcello’s 
Pizza and other spots have already 
closed for the night and waiting fora 
table at Orphan Andy’s sounds like a 
yawn. Enjoy those nice new sidewalks, 
Castro-goers, perfect for walking a dog, 
and now for eating one. 


Dapper Dog 
417 Castro, 553-6332 


Round and 
Sweet and 
Green All Over 


By Julie Kramer 


What is small, round, salty, 
sweet ...and green? That would be the new 
Green Pea Cookie, a vegan treat based 
upon a traditional Singaporean cookie. 

Three friends — Tan Ying Quan 
(also known as Sean), Fiona Lee, and 
Larissa Russell — had the idea of 
making these cookies here in the Bay 
Area, after Sean’s startup colleagues de- 
voured the green pea cookies his mom 
sent from Singapore. Lee, also Singa- 
porean, is the baker; Russell is the busi- 
ness whiz. After baking a lot of these 
tiny treats, the team shared its wares 
with strangers in Dolores Park and 
found that people really liked them. 
Trips to several other cities confirmed 
that green pea cookies were a hit with 
hungry and willing tasters. 

The cookies are made with roasted 
green peas, ground into organic un- 
bleached flour, sugar, sunflower oil, and 
salt. Bite into one and you might be 
reminded of shortbread or a Mexican 
wedding cookie; there’s a nice balance of 
salt and sugar, so if you want something 
not-too-sweet with your afternoon cof- 
fee, this is a good option. There is also a 
gluten-free version made with rice flour, 
which is a bit more crumbly in texture, 
but still flavorful. 

The Green Pea Cookie team is still in 
its fundraising stages, and those who 
want to support the project on Kick- 
starter will be rewarded with things like 
cookies (duh), merchandise, and — if 
you're a big spender — a pea-cookie 
alter ego. It might sound a bit silly but 
the end result is a vegan cookie that’s 
healthy and really delicious. 

Oh, and the basic green pea cookie 
is only the beginning. This reporter was 
able to try the chocolate-dipped version, 
and it took peas to another level. Who 
would have thought peas and chocolate 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 


“Best of the Bay” 


1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 


2009, 2012, 2013 
2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 
Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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ATT FRALTIGISOUL 


World Famous 
. Original 
4 "Trish Coffee" 





Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 
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Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


The Examiner and the SF Weekly go together? 
join to talk about the news 


iolial—Jmialole@le-iM Ai lilele mel eyeleL ale 
Every Friday, 10a.m.-Noon on 
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ee We 
thebuenavista.com 


Green Pea Cookie 
greenpeacookie.com 








MAKE A RUCKUS, GET RESULTS 


Garage Brands 


“The typhoon washed our 
dancefloor away,’ Ian told me. “So we 
had to see if we could relocate the party 
into a Taoist temple.” 

I was already laughing past the 
point of no return when it occurred to 
me to ask, “No one was hurt ...” 

“No,” he said. “It’s okay. We had 
about 45 minutes warning on the 
typhoon, so only the dancefloor was 
lost. You can laugh.” 

We're sitting in Mikkeller Bar on 
Mason, just off Market. It’s yet anoth- 
er brick wall/refurbished industrial 
space kind of room, with wooden ta- 
bles and art on the walls, low hanging 
lights, exposed beams ... I’m sure that 
at some point spaces like this were 
interesting and daring, but I can’t re- 
member when that was. At this point 
the best they can hope for is to fade 
into the background, which the 
Mikkeller décor does. 

The menu is far more 
interesting — a beer bar 
that specializes in hard- 
to-find brews that 
are worth the effort, 
along with house 
beers of unusual 
styles and variations. 






because they kept finding new ways 
to reach out and be unified, instead of 
new ways to be angry and divided.” 

“It broke my heart, because they 
never had a chance,” I said. 

We order another round: a Noir 
De Doittignies (Belgian dark strong 
ale) and a Seven Swans a Swimming 
(a Belgian quadruple with a little dark 
sugar); the waitress also brings us a 
sample of a Belgian tripel aged in Jim 
Bean barrels that we'd been asking 
about. All were superb — and there 
are 42 taps in all. Beers like this are 
costly, hard to produce, and need all 
the champions they can get — and 
Mikkeller’s interest in supporting oth- 
er creative brewers makes this world 
just that much more open to passion 
and imagination. 

“But they have had an impact,” Ian 
says. “Nobody in China, even Hong 

Kong, expected it to get this 
big. They’ve inspired every 
dissident movement in 
Asia, they’ve changed 
the terms of the 
debate in Taiwan, 
they’ve completely 
shattered the idea 
that accountable 
government isn't 


(Mikkeller itself is a an ‘Asian value.’ 
Danish microbrew- They were never 
ery founded by two \S\ ILL iy T | {} VV going to make the 
home-brewing enthu- Ai government change, 
siasts.) I’m drinking mm a but they’ve changed 
an Old Numbskull (bar- BENJAMIN everything else.” 
leywine); Ian is drinking WACHS I'd like to think 

a Jolly Roger High West he’s right. But ... living 


(an American imperial black 
ale aged in rye whiskey bar- 
rels). Both are exceptional. 

It’s amazing what projects of pas- 
sion can become. These days “a couple 
of guys screwing around in their ga- 
rage” is practically synonymous with 
changing the world. Mikkeller’s found- 
ers started out of their kitchens, and 
now only 10 percent of their world- 
wide sales come from Denmar. 

The story Ian is telling me is about 
his work setting up Taiwan’s first off- 
cial Burning Man event late last year 
— it ended up being held in a Taoist 
temple. “The priests turned out to be 
great, but I literally had to apologize 
to the gods for all the ruckus,” he said. 

But for all this activity the world is 
stubbornly resistant to change. Ian’s 
spent much more of his time studying 
the democracy protests across Asia 
in recent years; he just got back from 
spending a month, ina tent, in the 
main square in Hong Kong, talking to 
the occupy protesters there. 

“T attended some of the Berkeley 
protests, shutting down I-80, but 
those were mostly confrontational 
and police baiting,” he said. “In Hong 
Kong, they were so optimistic, so 
inviting — that’s why it got so big, 
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in San Francisco, I’ve 
had it up to here with moral 

victories. I would like an actual 
victory. I would like the people fight- 
ing the good fight to actually win a 
fight instead of raising awareness and 
elevating consciousness and having 
documentaries about them sweep the 
awards circuit. 

Our humanity these days seems 
entirely confined to the realms of art 
and culture — we make movies affirm- 
ing the human spirit and two friends 
start a microbrewing revolution out 
of their kitchen, and television is full 
of little guys pulling off big victories. 
While in the actual halls of power the 
people who don't give a damn about 
art, culture, and the human spirit 
have taken root and learned that they 
don’t need moral victories to get what 
they want. 

Something about talking to Ian 
makes me optimistic, though — but 
a little sad that the next day he’ll be 
flying back to Taiwan, where the gods 
still care if we’re making a ruckus. 


Mikkeller Bar 
34 Mason, mikkellerbar.com 


Benjamin@omnibucket.com 
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INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


Free Dax 1S ruce 


HELLOGOODBYE, DRIVER FRIENDLY 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13 FRIDAY? 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
DIOTO) SOE as) 5 (OWEN SPOS 


ZAP MAMA 
& ANTIBALAS 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $20.00 


ANDY GRAMMER 
ALEX & SIERRA 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27 & 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $23.00 


FRUITION (FRI), T SISTERS (SAT) 


MARCH 3 & 4 
1 DIOlO) OMOJEC) = (OAR ene 


LUCINDA WILLIAMS 


THE KENNETH BRIAN BAND 


THURSDAY, MARCH 5 
1 DIOLO) OU/ES) = LOA aN Yer Le 


LEISURE CRUISE 


MARCH 6 & 7 
DIOLO) OR As) = OER eee Le 


GALACTIC 


KUNG FU (FRI), CON BRIO (SAT) 


ticketmaster.com 


THE? 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE Ch] ; i MORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


TUESDAY, APRIL 14 








SHOOK TWINS sae 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY619 


— " —_—_w 


SUNDAY, MARCH 8 
DOORS 6:30/ SHOW 7:30 ¢ $28.50 


JOSHUA RADIN 


RACHAEL YAMAGATA, CARY BROTHERS 


TUESDAY, MARCH 10 
1 DIOLO) OMI JEC) = (ORIN Yee 


KONGOS 


SIR SLY, COLONY HOUSE 


THURSDAY, MARCH 12 
DIOLO) Oey as) = (ODN Pree 


THE EXPENDABLES 


FORTUNATE YOUTH, KATASTRO 


FRIDAY, MARCH 13 
DIOLO) Oey AS) = (OA PLO) 


SECONDHAND 
SERENADE & 
RYAN CABRERA 


SATURDAY, MARCH 14 
| DIOTO) SOR Yas) = LOMA ele 


ANVIL 


SUNDAY, MARCH 15 
| DIOLO) SAO Mone10/Ae) s LO) AOA EOROLe 


EP NAD): 


SENSES FAIL, MAN OVERBOARD, SEAWAY 
LeTRS,, Cats Citi 





Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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SBIRKT» ODESZA+RL GRIME 


TYCHO 4 JORN DIGWEED + GRIZ 
PANDA BEAR 4 [THOMAS JACK 


LUCENT DOSSIER EXPERIENCE 


ALUNAGEORGE4 =OPIUO BAND4 POLICA 


AME: 4 SNAKEHIPS@ BAKERMAT 4 SOHN 
WILLIAM CLOSESSSI EES EARTH HARP 
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“HE WAS ALWAYS INTERESTED IN WHAT WAS “GOOD' FOR THE BAY" 


RememberThe Jacka 





The Bay Area's hip-hop community mourns and celebrates a friend, father, rapper, 
and mentor, gone well before his time. 


By Emma Silvers 


When we first got word of The 
Jacka’s death by gunshot in Oakland, close 
to midnight on Feb. 2, we didn’t want to be- 
lieve it. At 37, the Pittsburg, Calif.-born rap- 
per had been hustling for roughly half his 
life, and while he never quite hit the big time 
—nor did he seem to care — he was a rock, 
a fundamental part of the Bay Area hip-hop 
community, a friend and mentor to many, 
and he had so much more to do. A family 
man anda proud Muslim, the MC — born 
Dominic Newton, though he converted to 
Islam in later years and went by Shaheed 
Akbar — rapped about the realities of street 
life with a rarely seen level of thoughtful- 
ness, hard-won wisdom, empathy, and nu- 
ance underlying each gruff word. 

As of press time, there were still no 
suspects in the murder case, though the 
Oakland Police Department has offered 
a reward of up to $20,000 for tips that 
could lead to an arrest. In the mean- 
time, a community is in mourning. We 
reached out to members of the local hip- 
hop scene to ask what The Jacka meant 
to them, and below are two heartfelt 
tributes. Visit All Shook Down at sf- 
weekly.com/allshookdown for more. 


Zumbi, MC, Zion | 

I first got hip to the Jacka thru his song 
“Barney (More Crime). I was infatuated 
by his marriage of complex street narra- 
tive mixed with genuine spirituality. It 
tripped me out, and made me a fan for life 
instantly. Now, I can generally appreciate 
street music, but I don’t get down with 
gratuitous hyper violence. What Jacka 
brought to the game was the dichotomy of 
striving for something more, while still be- 
ing stuck in the downtrodden stress of the 
hood. His music is real to put it bluntly. 

I first met Jacka at the Hella Fresh 
[Fest] at the Fillmore in the year 2005. 
He came backstage without an entou- 
rage, humble and eager-eyed. We ex- 
changed pounds and he expressed how 
excited he was about hip-hop just being 
in the Fillmore. I immediately recog- 
nized why I connected so deeply with his 
sound. Here was a man who completely 
embodied his words. He was not a stu- 
dio thug, but a sensitive and articulate 
artist embedded in street culture. His 
posture was relaxed and his words were 
genuine. He was down to earth and 
super chill. I knew that I wanted to work 
with him in some capacity, because the 
respect was instant, tangible. 

Since that meeting, we’ve done 
dozens of shows together, including the 
Fresh Coast tour in 2009. I got to know 
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Rocky Rivera 
with The Jacka 


him on that tour as easy going, and hella 
funny. He was just real. He was one of 
those authentic souls that has been thru 
the fire. I have found his character to be 
a rare gem in a sea of imitators, haters, 
and bullshitters. 

We also recorded two songs together 

.. Dream’ on his Tear Gas album, and 
“Dank” off of my Vs. mixtape. The crazy 
thing is that I had tried to get him on 
the new Zion I EP to drop a verse on the 
song “Unity,” about the tension between 
the police and the black community a 
month or so back. He was never able to 
send the verse, so I just figured that I'd 
catch him on the next round. 

Last night, I realized that there 
would not be a next round. I am in 
shock. Iam hurt. 1 am deeply saddened 
that this man has been taken away from 
us, and mainly, his family. I wish that 
we were angry at his life being taken, 
instead of just being sad. The senseless 
murder of our young men takes many 
forms, and they all sicken me. 

I will remember my brother. I will not 
forget what he has given me, us. I pray 
that we here in the Bay Area can begin 
to stand together truly unified under the 
banner of our culture. We need to rep 
his spirit like he always repped for us. To 
the Jacka, I salute you big bruh. You will 
be missed. Rest in power ... my brother. 


Rocky Rivera, MC, music journalist 
I met Jacka in 2005 at a pivotal time in 
both of our careers: me with my writing 
(née Krishtine de Leon), and him, as a solo 
artist in the Bay Area making music out- 
side of his group, Mob Figaz. I’ve inter- 
viewed many great artists, but not a lot of 
great people who understood their influ- 
ence and took great care to uplift the next 
generation. Jacka was that kind of person: 





John Coyne 
witty, hilarious, interested in people, a 
close follower of hip-hop culture in all ele- 
ments. We also smoked hella blunts to- 
gether at industry events — a ritual that 
was necessary and often — guaranteed to 
be a time where our occupations were not 
at the forefront of our conversation, 
where we became friends. 

In 2006, when I became part of a 
MTV docu-series about music journal- 
ists called “I’m From Rolling Stone,” I 
put him as one of my favorite artists in 
my RS blog profile, and he never forgot 
that. I think that was the first time he 
saw his name in the magazine, which 
unfortunately, tends to cover artists like 
him post-mortem (see: Tupac Shakur). 

I was in my early twenties and full of re- 
gional pride, resentment for the main- 
stream, rejection of industry politics. 

I wanted artists like Jacka, who had 
tremendous talent and was certified in 
the streets, to have as much fame as the 
next mainstream rapper. Unfortunately, 
the Bay movement that was sparked 
after Mac Dre’s death fizzled out, and I 
grew less interested in print media, as 
did the rest of the world. Even still, we 
would see each other, light one up, talk 
about life, talk about music. 

When I moved to L.A. and pursued 
my own music, he never questioned it 
or thought it was corny. In fact, he is 
part of the outro of my first album, a 
voicemail he left on my phone during 
one of my visits home to blaze the Cher- 
ry Pie and celebrate Husalah’s return 
home from federal prison. Even though 
I stopped writing and had no publicity 
to offer him in return, we remained 
friends throughout the years, something 
that has never happened with any sub- 
jects I’ve interviewed. I'd meet up with 
him and his manager PK at a studio in 
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South Central L.A., with Krondon from 
Strong Arm Steady writing a verse in the 
corner, Planet Asia passed out on the 
couch. I went to A3C in Atlanta in 2011 
and there he was, in the back room with 
Erk the Jerk and a bunch of other guys 

I would have probably avoided, had my 
big brother not been there. 

What I am most grateful for is that 
he made it a safe space for me as a wom- 
an in the hip-hop industry. He watched 
out for me and my crew, mostly women 
who were photographers and band- 
mates of mine that were used to navi- 
gating those spaces, but still the kind 
to leave early if things got too sketchy. 
He treated us with respect, and in 
turn, those around him treated us with 
respect. In the industry, association is 
everything, so if you rolled with The 
Jacka, you are automatically certified. 
Many artists that visited the Bay rolled 
with him, and he took care of them, as 
he took care of me. 

This is the kind of character that 
radiated through all of Jacka’s rela- 
tionships, through every interaction. 
He was always interested in what was 
“good” for the Bay, what he felt would 
elevate our culture to the next level. He 
was truly a gatekeeper. 

The thing Iam saddest about is the 
trauma our community is facing; anoth- 
er death in Oakland at the hands of gun 
violence. Though Jacka was an import- 
ant figure, he knew what this lifestyle 
entailed, what his purpose would be. 
The high crime rate in East Oakland 
and other cities around the Bay that he 
spoke to is something others experi- 
ence through his music, but may never 
see for themselves. This is a reality for 
many people who live and work in those 
communities. On “Dreams,” off his 
2009 release, Tear Gas, he wrote: 


I guess I revived the scene/ they finally real- 
ize who's king 

Tremind them so much of who they sup- 
posed to be, the best time I ever had in my 
life was free/ 

Grabbed the mic on the stage ripped the 
crowd, everybody was amazed then look at 
me now 

Even though I’m older I still helped my little 
n*ggas spout 

Prayed for a change in the hood but (it was 
alla dream). 


The loss of a young black leader is 
devastating. I really feel for the Bay and 
his family right now. He fed so many 
people, made sure they were ok if they 
got locked up or had a baby. He traveled 
the world. He had a generous spirit that 
defied what people may assume from 
hearing his songs alone and never meet- 
ing him. That’s the thing about artists 
that make them great: their complexity, 
their kindness, and their dark moments. 
That’s what you hear in his music. That’s 
what he left for us to dissect and play, 
over and over until we finally get it. At 
the news of his passing, I hadn't written 
a single article in nearly six years, only 
returning to my craft to write a memori- 
al piece on him. But I would gladly never 
write again if that meant I could have 
my friend back home, safe and sound. 
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ELBO ROOM 1S LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANCE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11.9°PM FREE 
COMMUNE PRESENTS 


WHITE FANG (auncea records), 
BIG TITS, EMOTIONAL 


DJ SETS:BY 
JONATHAN REDDICK:& POPGANG 


THURSDAY; FEBRUARY 12°9:30 PM 
$0 BEFORE 11-PM/ $7 AFTER 
AFRO-TROPI-ELEGTRIG-SAMBA-FUNK 


AFROLICIOUS 
FEATURING PLEASUREMAKER 
AND@LIVE. GUESTS 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY-13°9°PM - $13 
HANDSOME HAWK-VALENTINE PRESENTS 
THE HOP 


LAVAY-OMITH 3 
HER RED -HOT-SKILLET LICKERS, 
OLIM JENKINS, DJ TOM LG, 
BURLESQUE BY TRULY ATOMIC AND MORE! 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY) 14 10 PM 
$0 BEFORE 11 PM/S10 AFTER 
BERSA DISCOS PRESENTS 


TORMENTA 
TROPICAL 
FEATURING GALENTURA 


(SUBSUELO-+ LATE.NIGHT. LAGGERS, LA), 


DJ CHUGUGHU (DF. MEKIGO) 
WITH RESIDENT:DUS 
ORO 11 & DEEJAY THEORY (BERSA DISCOS) 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY *15°9/PM S7ADV / $10 DOOR 


DUB MISSION 


PRESENTS. A BAY AREA-EXCLUSIVE SHOW 


EMUS 


(TURNTABLES ON THE HUDSON/WONDERWHEEL/NY) 


& cuest ALSARA 
(THE NUBATONES/BROOKLYN/NY) 


PLUS DJ SEP 
CD RELEASE PARTY FOR.WONDERWORLD: 
10 YEARS ‘OF PAINTING-QUTOIDE THE LINES 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16°9-PM - $6 
(POST)VALENTINE’S DAY 
WITH KIWT-TIME,. SWEET PLOT 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY'17 9PM - $10 
BWAX FAT TUESDAY! 


witt- BRAZILVOX 
PLUS. Dd ELAN (BRAZA!) 
AND RESIDENT DU-GARIOCA 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18,9 PM'=-S10°ADV. $12 DOOR 
PSULA (SPATN/ ARGENTINA), 


THE LOVE ME NOTS 
GITY OF WOMEN 


UPCOMING oH OW 5 


THU. 2/19°AFROLIGIOUS 
FRI 2/20 VELA EYES/ SCISSORS FOR LEFTY 
SAT 2/21 SAT NIGHT, SOUL PARTY 
SUN 2/22 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP 
MON 2/23°BOTANIST/CHASMS 
TUE 2/24 RELIGIOUS GIRLS 
WED 2/25 HTRK/-DVA DAMAS 
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Unmade Movies 


Sate 
‘Lhevil 





Alice Shaw 


ON SALE NOW! 


FEBRUARY |7 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE OF OAKLAND 


TICKETMASTER. COM « 800.745.3000 . PARAMOUNT THEATRE BOX OFFICE 


follow a linear process. “When I write a 
song I’m excited about, I call a couple of 
musician friends, usually starting with 
a drummer and a bass player, and tell 
them I want to record. Then we find a 
place to do it, mostly at my home ona 
tape machine. As we play the song, we 
tinker around. There’s often a moment 
in the darkness when we don’t know 
what to do, or how to figure out where 
it’s going. Then someone plays some- 
thing that sounds right and we chase 
that piece of fire until we catch it. That 
take gets dumped onto a computer and 
then I obsess over it, adding vocals and 
overdubs. At the end of an afternoon, 


a day for a week, it’s good to have some- 
one behind you to push things along. 
When you only do one or two in a week, 
you don’t need an outside producer.” 
The sparkling ditties on Talent Night 
at the Ashram show off Smith’s eclectic 
taste and audacious sonic palette. “Alice 
Leaves for the Mountains” is a dreamy 
folk/rock tune that sounds like Crosby, 
Stills and Nash, backed by Pearls Before 
Swine. The dark, mysterious tone of 
“Secret Plot” is lightened by accents sug- 
gesting flamenco guitars and classical pi- 
anists unwinding on a late-night binge. 
Smith sings the verses of “Happy Carrot 
Health Food Store” against a bare bones 
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Talent Night at the Ashram, the 
latest offering from San Francisco’s Sonny 
and the Sunsets, continues the band’s un- 
predictable musical journey. It features 
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pumping new-wave dance rock, ‘60s girl 
group R&B, and intimate, cinematic bal- 
lads, the latter befitting an album that 
started out as the soundtrack for a fea- 
ture-length movie. 

“T wrote a bunch of scripts that I 
wanted to make into films,” says Sonny 
Smith, the band’s singer, songwriter, 
and namesake. “The idea was to tie them 
together like [Robert Altman’s] Short 
Cuts, with a few shared characters and 
a loose story line. It was an ambitious 
idea. I rented equipment and shot a few 
segments. I'd met a few Hollywood ac- 
tors that have a bit of aname and I was 
dipping my toes in the Hollywood scene 
to see how you get backing when you 
have names tied to your project. 

“At the same time, I was writing 
songs with lyrics that would go with 
each scene and songs to roll during the 
closing credits, or maybe play in the 
background, to act as narration under- 
neath certain scenes. I wasn’t following 
any rules. As has happened before, I 
took more interest in the songwriting 
and began to let the film slide away. 
When I realized I didn’t have to finish 
the movie, it became a record. I’ve been 
doing this a lot over the years: starting 
something with the intention of it 
becoming one thing and watching as it 
becomes something else.” 

Like most of the albums Smith has 
been involved with, Talent Night at the 
Ashram, out Feb. 17 on Polyvinyl, didn’t 
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we usually have something that works.” 

Smith says his songs are seldom tied 
to a concept. When he’s written enough 
good ones to make a record, he puts 
them together on an album. “I usually 
do one or two songs at a time, so there’s 
a two year phase from writing the lyrics, 
and the music coming into focus, to re- 
cording the songs. Maybe a little longer 
this time, because I was thinking about 
it as a film at first. It’s musically diverse, 
but there’s a unifying style in the lyrics. 
They read like short stories, not the usu- 
al pop song format of ‘she hurt me and 
this is how I’m feeling now. 

“There’s also a mix of things done in 
different places, so it feels homemade, 
as opposed to doing it in a short period 
of time in a recording studio to get a 
slick, hi-fi piece of art. That may be ap- 
propriate for certain kinds of music, like 
Fleetwood Mac, but the music I like to 
make has fingerprints all over it. I like 
the same in paintings and films. Mo- 
ments where you can see that a human 
being sat down and made it. Someday, 

I may make a hi-fi record like that, but I 
haven't wanted to yet.” 

Like his past records, Talent Night 
was self-produced. “I don’t know if a 
classic producer would fit into my style 
or work with me for two years,’ Smith 
says. ‘I just produced a record for some- 
one else where we were in the studio for 
a week and did 90 percent of the record- 
ing. When you work for 10 or 12 hours 


Latin rhythm created by the tapping of 
claves. The band comes in playing a sim- 
ple ‘50s rock progression, augmented by 
a twang-heavy electric sitar, before mov- 
ing into a smooth, wistful groove that 
supports a fragmented spoken word 
narrative delivered by a character long- 
ing for a relationship that fell apart. 

“The dialogue is taken from one of the 
film scripts I wrote for the project,” Smith 
says. “It’s a dream-like segment where he 
realizes that going into the health food 
store is like taking mushrooms. There 
may only be a select few people out there 
that know what I mean by that, so hope- 
fully the song will find them.” 

When Sonny and the Sunsets play 
The Chapel on Saturday, Feb. 21, they 
won't be doing the songs on Ashram the 
way they were recorded. With Shayde 
Sartin on bass, drummer Ian McBrayer, 
fiddler/guitarist Dylan Edrich and 
Sonny singing and playing guitar, they'll 
be taking new approaches to Sonny’s 
impressive catalog of tunes. “There are 
no rules or regulations when I’m writing 
or performing,” Smith says. “The fun 
part of touring is changing old songs 
around and getting the new songs to 
sound different.” 


Sonny and the Sunsets record 
release show 

With Gap Dream and Colleen Green 
9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 21, at The 
Chapel. $15-$17; thechapelsf.com 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Curveballs on 
the Dancefloor 


By Chris Zaldua 


German DJ, producer, and mu- 
sician Martin Gretschmann, aka Acid 
Pauli, has one of the most interesting 
trajectories in electronic music. His mu- 
sical career began in punk and indie 
bands, and in the mid-’90s, with the help 
of some samplers and synthesizers, he 
began releasing downtempo records as 
Console. Shortly thereafter, he joined 
the roster of The Notwist, one of Germa- 
ny’s longest-running indie and post-rock 
bands, still active today. 

In 2005 he launched his Acid Pauli 
project, releasing record after record 
of playful, fun-loving acid techno, a 
welcome counterpoint to the stark 
minimal techno that ruled the roost 
during the mid-aughts. His past ca- 
reer in rock bands is evident in his 
Acid Pauli productions; they’re techno 
and house tracks, for certain, but 
they’re composed with a songwriter’s 
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As You Like It presents Kerri Chandler, 
Mike Servito and more at Mighty, 10 
p.m.-4 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 14. $20-$25; 
mighty119.com 

House music is for lovers, so what better 
way to celebrate Valentine's Day than with 
a house music legend? For those unfamil- 
lar, Kerri Chandler is a house music legend 
— one of the true originators of the soulful 


deep house sound, Chandler has been pro- 


ducing tunes for 25 years now. His produc- 
tions are emotive, elegant, and spiritual, 
pairing simple, soulful melodies with 
heavyweight kick drums and vocal sam- 
ples - the essence of house music. Joining 
him is Mike Servito, a former Detroiter, 
now resident DJ for New York's legendary 
forward-thinking techno party The Bunker. 
Servito’s stock has been rising rapidly as 
the world clues in on his excellent DJ sets, 
which mix acid techno, old-school house, 
Detroit electro, and more without skipping 
a beat or losing the groove. Last but not 
least is Michael Gushansky, the newest As 
You Like It resident DJ, who will be open- 
ing up the night. 


Pulse Generator’s One Year Anniversary 
featuring Dr. Sleep and Mossmoss at 
Underground SF, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. Friday, 
Feb. 13. Free before 11 p.m., $5 after; 
undergroundsf.com 

For one year now, Pulse Generator has 
been hosting a monthly techno party at 
San Francisco's biggest little club, Under- 
ground SF. Pulse Generator’s focus is on 
no-nonsense, melodic techno, and has 
played host to a number of live perfor- 
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Acid 


ff 


touch, setting them apart from the 
usual. 

He’s also affiliated with Damian 
Lazarus’ Crosstown Rebels label and 
crew, a good reference for his DJ style. 
When he’s behind the decks, he digs for 
fun-loving, easygoing tech-house and 
techno with a melodic flair. Given his 
affiliation with The Notwist, he’s not 
averse to throwing some curveballs ev- 


mances alongside numerous Bay Area 
techno DJs. For its anniversary it’s hosting 
two of San Francisco's finest DJs, Dr. Sleep 
and Mossmoss. For some time now, Moss- 
moss has been As You Like It’s resident 
techno DJ, performing opening and clos- 
ing duties for As You Like It’s more tech- 
no-minded guests. Dr. Sleep has been 
DJing since 2003, has a weekly radio show 
on renowned internet station Intergalactic 
FM, and also operates a record label, Jack- 
tone Records. Between the two of them, 
expect to hear the full gamut of the 
techno spectrum, from straightforward 
machine music to the more esoteric, out- 
there stuff. Pulse Generator’s residents, 
Clairity, Cherushii, and Nightbiscuit, will be 
on duty as well, playing tunes throughout 
the night. 


Grime City presents Nevermind, Helix, 
and DJ Vague at F8, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 13. $15; feightsf.com 

Bass music — that nebulous, not-particu- 
larly-descriptive term for the music that 
rose from the ashes of dubstep in the U.K. 
— has always had a small but particularly 
influential representation in the U.S. One 
of those influential beatmakers is Dean 
Grenier, aka DJG (a pseudonym he no lon- 
ger uses), who has, of late, shifted his 
sound palette to explore more traditional 
house and techno rhythms. He's doing so 
alongside producer Petey Clicks, as part of 
his new project, Nevermind, a kind of mod- 
ern Americanized take on the classic U.K. 
Garage sound. He's joined by Atlan- 
ta-based beat-wizard Helix, who has only 
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ery now and then, just to keep the au- 
dience on its toes. He’s not about chal- 
lenging a dancefloor, though — Acid 
Pauli loves to have fun, and to make 
sure the crowd is feeling the same. 


Public Works and On&On present 
Acid Pauli at Public Works 

9:30 p.m.-4a.m. Friday, Feb. 13. $15- 
$20; publicsf.com 


put out a handful of records, but each one 
is devastatingly effective - deadly, la- 
Ser-precise percussion workouts designed 
to annihilate dancefloors (it's no coinci- 
dence his most well-known track is simply 
named “Drum Track”). He's also perform- 
ing under his DJ Vague alias, which is 
more straightforward-techno-oriented 
than his Helix alias. Finally, Grime City DJs, 
along with DJs from a new crew, Bread, 
will be supporting throughout the night. 


Honey Soundsystem presents Presi- 
dent's Day Sunday with Kenji Takimi at 
Mighty, 10 p.m.-4 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 15. 
$10-$20; mighty119.com 

There's another three-day weekend in Feb- 
ruary, which means another Sunday night 
rager with Honey Soundsystem. This time 
around the guest selector is Kenji Takimi, a 
name that may be unfamiliar to many 
Americans but is somewhat legendary in 
his native Japan. Takimi has run one of Ja- 
pan's premier dance music record labels, 
Crue-L Records, since the early ‘90s; it was 
instrumental in breaking some of Japan's 
most influential electronic musicians, like 
Towa Tei and Cornelius. Takimi's DJ sets, 
meanwhile, are hodgepodges of disco, 
house, new wave, leftfield and experimen- 
tal music, all over the map in a refreshing 
way. This U.S. tour will mark Takimi's first 
time in the States after some 25-odd years 
of DJing, and it is not to be missed. The 
Honey Soundsystem crew will, of course, 
be on deck as well, starting the party off 
and riding it well into the wee hours of the 
morning. 
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“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!"-pave cHaprette 
SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 2/11 = SATURDAY 2/14 & 
FROM TOTALLY BIASED WITH W. KAMAU BELL AND we 
LATE NIGHT WITH JIMMY FALLON! - 
SHENG WANG 


CARLA CLAYY, JESSE FERNANDEZ 


SCOTT CAPURRO’S 
POSITION 


WEDNESDAY 2/18 = SATURDAY 2/21 _ 
FROM COMEDY CENTRAL AND be 5 


THE OPIE AND ANTHONY SHOW! ! 4 = » 
JOE DEROSA ae 


DAVE THOMASON, BEN FELDMAN 


TUESDAY 2/17 
> LIVE CHAT SHOW! 


‘ 


WEDNESDAY 3/4 = SATURDAY 3/7 
FROM LATE NIGHT WITH CONAN O'BRIEN 


AND THE LATE LATE SHOW! 
= WEDNESDAY 3/11 - SATURDAY 3/14 
DAVE ANTHONY, CAMERON VANNINI 

MTV2’S GUY CODE! 


PAUL MECURIO ZZ 
MAX CURRY, KELLY LANDRY 
FROM THE BITTER BUDDHA! 

EDDIE PEPITONE 
WEDNESDAY 3/18 - SATURDAY 3/21 
FROM TRUTV’S FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE AND . 
JERMAINE FOWLER} 4 
CHRIS THAYER, IVAN HERNANDEZ 


WEDNESDAY 2/25 - SATURDAY 2/28 

4 J] FROM MTV's NIKKI & SARA LIVE AND @MIDNIGHT! By 
ey «ONIKKI GLASER j . JAY LARSON 
. TOM BRADY, LYDIA POPOVICH _ KEVIN O’SHEA, DASH KWIATKOWSKI 
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WEDNESDAY 3/25 - SATURDAY 3/29 
FROM THE LATE LATE SHOW AND CONAN! 


FOLLOW 
US ON 
TWITTER 


AND 
FACEBOOK! 


THUR 2/26 - SAT 2/28 
SEBASTIAN 
MANISCALCO 


From The Late Late Show 
with Craig Ferguson and 
The Tonight Show! 


FRI 3/6 - SUN 3/8 
KEVIN NEALON 


From Weeds and 
Saturday Night Live! 


THUR 3/12 - SAT 3/14 
JAY MOHR 


From Gary Unmarried 
and Jay Mohr Sports! 


THUR 3/18 - SAT 3/20 
BRIAN POSEHN 


From The Sarah Silverman Program! 


| ye aL 
SATURDAY 2/14 | SATURDAY 2/21 


ROSEANNE | ARTIE 
BARR LANGE 


2nd show Friday added 
due to popular demand! 


From The Howard 
Stern Show and The 
Artie Lange Show! 


i | 
\? 
ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 


915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO * SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
ANA A ete] -7-}-Jole]} |=») Mete) | 


ticketmaster.com 





Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John. 
Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
Shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre — are available online. 


THURSDAY 2/12 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, S.F. Future Us, 
Thieves of Malta, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Swami John Reis & 
The Blind Shake, Mrs. Magician, Musk, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. ‘Will You Be My Bloody Val- 
entine?,” w/ Sirena Victima, Cassandra, Kiss Cam, 
DJ Clementine, 9 p.m., $5. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, S.F. Tommy Boys, Covet, 
Goodwill Hunting, Mom Jeans, 7 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Brown Sabbath, 
Fritz Montana, 8 p.m., $15. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Fracas, Texas Thieves, 
Butt Problems, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. Call Me Bronco, 
R-23s, 9 p.m., $5-$8. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. Generalissimo, The Tunnel, 
Spider Heart, 9 p.m., $8. 


Showdown: 10 Sixth St., S.F. Wild Decade, Claire ona 
Dare, The Quart of Blood Technique, 9 p.m. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. Leftover Crack, 
Blackbird Raum, Union 13, Juicy Karkass, 9 p.m., 
$15. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. Tchami, Girl Unit, St. 
John, Disco Pill, 219 Boys, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 
Audio Discotech: 316 1ith St., S.F. Alex Metric, Matt 

Haze, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “My So-Called Night,” ‘90s 
dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 
9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, S.F. “Thirsty Thursdays,” 
9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “I Have to Work Tomorrow,” 
w/ DJ Damon, 7-9 p.m., $5; “Class of ‘84, w/ DJs 
Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F. “XO, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Hoodkatz, Brogan 
Bentley (DJ set), 8 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., S.F. “8bitSF,"" w/ Space Town 
Savior, E.N. Cowell, DJ Mr. Smith, 8 p.m., $8-$13. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ‘Winter 
Knights,"" w/ DJs Anthony Mansfield & Johnnie 

Walker, 9 p.m., free. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. Kinky, Bang Data, 9 
p.m., $30. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “You're Welcome: A Val- 
entine’s Night of Love, Lust, and House Music,” w/ 
Samo Sound Boy, Benjamin K, A Fox, Mantranova, 
9 p.m., $7-S10. 

Oasis: 298 Iith St., S.F. “Kittens,” w/ Sergio Fedasz & 
Kevin Hoskins, 10 p.m., $5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “HHomo," 9 p.m., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. Double Duchess, Blaus, 
Mirrorgloss, Purple Crush, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. “Control San Francisco,” 
18+ dance party with Paris Blohm, Hot Mouth, Indo, 
M3rc, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 


Charles Amirkhanian 


Don Byron 
Frode Haltli 
Lou Harrison 


Tigran Mansurian 


Miya Masaoka 

Michael Nyman 
Pauline Oliveros 
Maja S.K. Ratkje 


Peter Sculthorpe 
David Tanenbaum 


Errollyn Wallen 


otherminds.org 
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UNEXPEGTED NEW MUSIC 
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SF JAZZ CENTER 
MARCH 6, 7&8, 2015 
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HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Future Flavas,” w/ DJ 
Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Peaches,” w/ Lady 
DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, 
Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Acoustic Open Mic, 
7p.m., free. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Marié 
Digby, 8:30 p.m., $15. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Jason Eady, Highway 
Hymns, Keyan Keihani, 9 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, S.F. Tipsy House, 9 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 Ith St., S.F. Kate Voegele, Leroy Sanchez, 
Jackson Rohm, 8 p.m., $16. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, S.F. Graham Patzner, 7 p.m.; 
“Vixen Valentine,” w/ Heather Normandale, Drea.m, 
Ariel Wang, 8 p.m., $10-$20. 


JAZZ 


Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Joe Baer 
Magnant Group, 8 p.m. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, S.F. Joe Warner Trio, 10 
p.m., free. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, S.F. Paula West, 8 
p.m. continues through March 19, $35-$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Clifford Lamb, 
Mel Butts, and Friends, Second Thursday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F. Adrian Gormley 
Quartet, 8:30 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, S.F. ‘Femmes 
Fatales: A Film Noir Cabaret," feat. Shannon Wolfe 
with Patrick Leveque, Lee Bloom, and Myron Cohen, 
9 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Charlie Siebert 
& Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, S.F. West Side Jazz Club, 9 
p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. Pascal Bokar 
Group, 7 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores, S.F. Individuo, 7:30 
p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Afrolicious,”’ w/ Quitape- 
nas, DJ Pleasuremaker, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. Latin Breeze, 
8:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, S.F. “Yerba Buena Thurs- 
days,” w/ DJ El de la Clave, 8:30 p.m., $15. 


REGGAE 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. “Dub Riot,” w/ 
Thee Vexed One & DJ Dartajax, Second Thursday 
of every month, 6 p.m., free; ‘Festival ‘68," w/ 
Revival Sound System, Second Thursday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Brad Wilson Blues 
Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Tom Bowers, 4 p.m.; Cathy 
Lemons, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. Jinx Jones & Jessica 
Rose, Second Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 

McTeague’s Saloon: 1237 Polk, S.F. “Twang Honky 
Tonk,” w/ Sheriff Paul, Deputy Saralynn, and Honky 
Tonk Henry, 7 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Exploratorium: Pier 15, S.F. Resonance: Unheard 
Sounds, Undiscovered Music, w/ Susie Ibarra, 7 p.m., 
$25 (includes museum admission). 

The Lab: 2948 16th St., S.F. Bill Nace, Chiara Giovando, 
Bill Orcutt, 9 p.m., $10. 
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The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, S.F. LSG New Music 
Series, w/ Loop 2.4.3's Time-Machine_music, Eric 
Glick Rieman, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


FRIDAY 2/13 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, S.F. The Radishes, 
John Travoltage, The Gums, The Last Out, 8 p.m., 
$10. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Young Moon, Paint the 
Trees White, Muralismo, 6 p.m., $7. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Kat Robichaud 
& The Darling Misfits, Down & Outlaws, DJ K-Os, 
plus drag performances by Jillian Gnarling, Mira 
Que Blanca, and Johnny Rockitt, 9:30 p.m., $10- 
$15. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Jessica Lea May- 
field, Mimicking Birds, T.V. Mike & The Scarecrowes, 
9:30 p.m., $13-$15. 







VALENTINE’S 


A 






TWISTED LOVE MASHUPS 
THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT 
WEAR RED! 





SMASH-UP | UP DERBY 






KING OF PANTS 





THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


DJs: AIRSUN & CHUCKY BROWN 
11PM: LIVE MASHUP BAND 


MAIN ROOM MAS MASHUP DJs: 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Papa, French Cassettes, 
9 p.m., $15. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., S.F. Unwritten Law (acoustic), 
Tony Lovato, The Shell Corporation, Lindsay Perry, 
8:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. Friday Live: Zbérnak, Prom 
Date, The Bobbleheads, 10 p.m., free-$5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Pins of Light, Buffalo 
Tooth, 8:30 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Dengue Fever, 
Solwave, 9 p.m., $16-$18. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. The Rantouls, Lucy 
& The PJ's, The Beat Offs, plus DJs dX the Funky 
Granpaw, Okie Oran, and Russell Quan, 9 p.m., 
S5. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., S.F. Title Fight, Merchandise, Power 
Trip, 9 p.m., $16. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., S.F. La Plebe, The Workin’ 
Stiffs, Suede Razors, Custom Fit, 9 p.m., $8. 


PARTY 
a” 






CIRQUE DU CLICHE 









GASLIGHT MAFIA 
Eloctro-swing: JSINJ & JAZZY FOX 


DAZZLE ROOM & 
MIDNIGHT SHOW: 
LA INDIE ELECTRO DUO 









FOUR ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 


375 ELEVENTH STREET @ MARRISON, SF - Zle wy 1 
GPM-AFTERHOURS - $00 BEFORE 10° - BOOTIESECOM 


SKIP THE LINE’ 


$15 ADVANCE TLL @ ONALOUNGECOM 


FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs TO THE AIRST 109 PEOPLE! 
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DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. “The Lonely Hearts 
Club," w/ STWO, Yahtzel, SoSuperSam, Nick Hook, 
Bleep Bloop, more, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. “Indie Slash,” w/ DJs 
Brooks Bennett & Rance, 10 p.m., $5. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., S.F. Pleasurekraft, Modus, 
9:30 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., S.F. “Trade,” w/ DJs David Harness 
& Ruben Mancias, 10 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. ““Manimal," 9 p.m., free 
before 10 p.m. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. ‘Dark Shadows: Black 
Heart Valentine,” w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, Melting 
Girl, Owen, Keyz, and Lori Lust, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 
before 10 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Grime City,’ w/ Nevermind 
(Grenier + Petey Clicks), DJ Helix, DJ Vague, 9 
p.m., $10-$15. 


| PUBL. 


The Factory: 525 Harrison, S.F. “Love:Cure,’’ Valentine's 
Day dance benefit for Beats Drop Cancer with The 
Crystal Method, John Beaver, Bobby Puma, Chaos, 
Hiro USA, Dirt Cheap, Hil Huerta, Billy Casazza, Brian 
Williams, Grammar, MetaTek, Eliki, Mike Butler, more, 
9 p.m., $25+ advance. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. “Set,” w/ Matt Lange, Zita Molnar, 
Jeff Hinchman, 9 p.m., $20. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, S.F. “Cubcake,” w/ 
DJs Jimmy Swear & Spaz, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ‘Yo Momma: 
M.0.M. Weekend Edition,” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza, 
Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. ‘‘Last Nite: A 
2000s Indie Dance Party," w/ DJs Jamie Jams & 
Emdee, Second Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5- 
$10. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, S.F. “S.F. Loves Techno,” w/ 
Galen, Ornette, J.J. Shay, Beau Kelly, 9 p.m., $5-$20. 


CWORICS 


» = 


ON & ON X PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


ACID PAULI 


EDUARDO CASTILLO 


Ga io ate) > ~~ 


“© VALENTINES DAY ~ 


BASEMENT JAXX 


VINCENZO © DAVID HARNESS 


LIGHTS DOWN LOW 9 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
CYRIL HAHN © KEVIN SAUNDERSON 
MJ COLE ° TODD EDWARDS & MORE 


ay 


DEEP BLUE & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


SASHA 


FRIDAY 2.13 - LOFT 
120 MINUTES/CANDY RAIN: VALENTINES EVE 


SUNDAY 2.15 - MAIN ROOM 
JERK CHURCH TABERNACLE CHOIR ANNUAL 
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THURSDAY 2.19 
SPEECHLESS: TECH IMPROV 


FRIDAY 2.20 
GARAGE MAHAL CAMP FUNDRAISER 





Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. Breakbot, Irfane, So Me, 
Eli Glad, 9 p.m., $20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. Nightmares on Wax (DJ set), DJ 
Platurn, 9 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Hey Young World,” w/ Nick 
Monaco, Mozhgan, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., S.F. “24th & York,” w/ DJ 
Shane King, 9 p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. “On&On," w/ Acid Pauli, 
Eduardo Castillo (in the main room), 9:30 p.m., 
$12-$20; “Friday the 13th,” w/ 120 Minutes & Candy 
Rain DJs (in the OddJob Loft), 10 p.m., $5. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. ““Popscene: My Bloody 
Valentine's Day Party,’ w/ The Lovemakers, Begin- 
ners, Popscene DJs, 9 p.m., $13-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. “World Town,” w/ Mako, 
Trevor Simpson, Kosplay, Philip Adrian, 9 p.m., 
$15 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. ‘Jello Biafra’s Incredibly 
Strange Dance Party,” w/ guest DJ Bob Mould, 





SUNDAY 


only In 


4 ° . 
Examiner 





More Reviews, 


More News 
All About the 


Bay Area Food Scene 
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9 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F. “Nu Horizons," w/ Vive, 
Roach, Beltron, and Skeledan, 10 p.m., free. 

Slide: 430 Mason, S.F. Colette, Andrew Phelan, Avid & 
Giannini, Taj & Michael Anthony, 9 p.m., $10 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, S.F. “Future Factory,’ w/ Deep 
Jesus, Alex Sibley, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. ‘Pulse Generator,” w/ 
Dr. Sleep, Mossmoss, Cherushii, Clairity, Nightbiscuit, 
10 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m.). 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. Audrey Napoleon, Tigran, 
Kepik, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Women's Building: 3543 18th St., S.F. IndieFest Roller 
Disco, w/ Black Rock Roller Disco DJs, 8 p.m., 
$10. 


HIP-HOP 


The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, S.F. “Killer Bees,” w/ 
Watzreal, Deadly Forte, Emcee Element, Taste Nate, 
Lil MC, Frank Vencci, Dizz, Cozmost, 7 p.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. “Heartbeat,” w/ resident 
DJ Strategy, Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$5 (free before 11 p.m). 


ACOUSTIC 
Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Jeff Desira, 7 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., S.F. Tom Lander, Second 
Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F. Jimmy Ryan's Bird & 
Beckett Bebop Band, Second Friday of every month, 
5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, S.F. Switchboard 
Presents: David Wegehaupt & The Athletics, Big 
Butter & the Eggmen, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “The Hop: Unlucky 
Valentines Edition,” w/ Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot 
Skillet Lickers, Slim Jenkins, DJ Tom LG, burlesque, 
more, 9 p.m., $13. 


BORO c 








The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno, S.F. Nicolas Bearde 
Quartet, 8 p.m., $20 suggested donation. 

Feinstein's at the Nikko: 222 Mason, S.F. Paula West, 
8 p.m. Starts . continues through March 20, $35- 
$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Mitch Woods Trio, 8 p.m.., free. 

Presidio Officers’ Club: 50 Moraga, S.F. Terrence 
Brewer Quintet, 6 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Wil Blades & Jack 
Tone Riordan, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. Pascal Bokar 
Group, 7:30 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Nora Maki, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Fito Reinoso, 
10 p.m. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, S.F. Orquesta Conquis- 
tador Quartet, Second Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, S.F. Trio Garufa, 
7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, S.F. Grupo 
Niche, 8 p.m., $45. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Shane Dwight, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, S.F. Willie G, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Steve Freund, 9:30 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, S.F. Marshall Law Band, Second 
Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Lab: 2948 16th St., S.F. Arnold Dreyblatt, performing 
Nodal Excitation and Spin Ensemble, 8 p.m., $8- 
$15. 

SoundBox: 300 Franklin, S.F. SoundBox: Sticks & Stones, 
Feb. 13-14, 9 p.m., $25. 
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FUNK 


The Royale: 800 Post, S.F. The M-Tet, 9 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., S.F. “The Dirty Mind Valentine 
Bash,” w/ The Purple Ones, John Payne & The Hurt, 
9 p.m., $16-$20. 


SATURDAY 2/14 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, S.F. Ovvl, Older Sun, 
Sweetwater Black, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Zodiac Death 
Valley, The Missing Pieces, Vows, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Valentine’s Night 
Massacre with Life Stinks, Dancer, Louie Pain, Motor 
Inn, 9 p.m., $5. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. The Shams, 
Spiritual Rez, 10 p.m., $8-$10. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., S.F. Chris Lake, Vice 
Verza, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., S.F. “Where Love Lives,” w/ 
Cynthia Manley & DJ Paul Goodyear, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “Club Gossip: The Broken 
Hearts Ball," w/ DJs Damon, Low-Life, Shon, Melting 
Girl, and Daniel Skellington, 9 p.m., $8 ($5 before 
10 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, S.F. “Second Saturday: The Love 
Event,” w/ DJ Joshua Abrams, 8 p.m., $15. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., S.F. “Bootie S.F:: Valentine's 
Party,"’ w/ Smash-Up Derby, King of Pants, A+D, Jimi 
G, Airsun, Chucky Brown, Jsin.J, Jazzy Fox, Purple 
Crush, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., S.F. “Valentine's 
Day: Heartbreaker Edition,” w/ DJ Ajax, 9:30 p.m. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, S.F. V-Day with DJ Morse Code, 9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Smithsfits: Un- 
loveable Valentine's Day Massacre,” w/ DJs Josh 
Yule & Omar Perez, 10 p.m., $5 (free with Smiths 
or Misfits t-shirt). 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 2/12 


Dr. Dog: W/ Hanni El Khatib, 8 p.m., $27.50. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 
Jencarlos Canela: 8 p.m., $29.50-$41.50 advance. 

The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Opera San Jose: Where Angels Fear to Tread: 
8 p.m., $50-Sii1. The California Theatre, 345 S. 
First St., San Jose. 

Pacifica Quartet: 8 p.m., $15-$20. San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, 50 Oak, San Francisco. 

Patricia Barber: 7:30 p.m., $25-$50. SFJAZZ Center, 
201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

The Paul Thorn Band: 8 p.m., $23. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 2/13 


Borgore: W/ Jack Beats, Ookay, The M Machine, 
Valentino Khan, Zeds Dead, 7 p.m., $55+ advance. 
San Jose State Event Center Arena, 290 S. Seventh 
St., San Jose. 

Clerestory: Love and the Knight: 8 p.m., $15-$25. St. 
Mark's Parish, 2300 Bancroft, Berkeley. 

Hillbilly Robot: Songs of ‘69 - A Tribute: W/ Mis- 
isipi Mike & The Midnight Gamblers, The Beauty 
Operators, Nomads, The Creak, 9 p.m., $15. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Mary Stallings with the Eric Reed Trio: 7:30 
p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
San Francisco. 

Motion City Soundtrack: W/ Hellogoodbye, Driver 
Friendly, 8 p.m., $25.50-$37.50 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Herbert Blomstedt & 
featured pianist Peter Serkin, 8 p.m., $15-$158. Da- 
vies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Sound Remedy: W/ Mayhem (DJ), Kayzo, 9 p.m., 


$20-$25. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 

Tainted Love: W/ The Killer Queens, 9 p.m., 
$25. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San 
Francisco. 

Tommy Emmanuel: W/ Clive Carroll, 7:30 p.m., $40- 
$55. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 2/14 


Alisa Weilerstein: 7:30 p.m., $40-$65. St. Mark's 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 
Crush S.F.: W/ Sander van Doorn, Andrew Rayel, 
Tommy Trash, Bixel Boys, 6 p.m., $47.50-$50 
advance. Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, 

San Francisco. 

Enrique Iglesias: W/ Pitbull, J Balvin, 7:30 p.m., 
$28-$169.50 advance. Oracle Arena, 7000 Col- 
iseum, Oakland. 

From the Top: Live NPR radio recording, 8 p.m., 
$45. San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 50 
Oak, San Francisco. 

Hundred Waters: W/ Moses Sumney, 9 p.m., $16. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. 

Iration: W/ Stick Figure, Hours Eastly, 7:30 p.m., $25. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

Marc-André Hamelin: 8 p.m., $10-$15. Mills College 
Concert Hall, 5000 MacArthur, Oakland. 

Marcus Shelby Orchestra: Harriet Tubman & The 
Blues: 11 a.m., $5-$15. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
San Francisco. 

Nicholas Payton Trio: 8 p.m., $40-$50. Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco, 3200 Cali- 
fornia, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ conductor Herbert Blomstedt & 
featured pianist Peter Serkin, 8 p.m., $15-$158. Da- 
vies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


Sat-Sun, Feb 14-15 


Special 5-course prix fixe menu 


Valentine’s Day w/ 


BOBBY CALDWELL 


St. Paul & The Broken Bones: W/ Sean Rowe, 9 
p.m., $25-$35 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Tainted Love: W/ SuperHuey, 9 p.m., $25. Bimbo's 
365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 

Tommy Emmanuel: W/ Clive Carroll, 7:30 p.m., 
$40-$55. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San 
Francisco. 

Valentines Super Love Jam: W/ The Delfonics, The 
Intruders, The Emotions, Atlantic Starr, GQ, One 
Way, Malo, Dorothy Moore, Debra Laws, Ronnie 
Laws, 7:30 p.m., $29.50-$51 advance. SAP Center, 
525 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

Women with Voices: W/ Terri Lyne Carrington’s 
Mosaic Project featuring Lizz Wright, Nona Hend- 
ryx, Ingrid Jensen, Tia Fuller, and Helen Sung, 7 
p.m. and 9:30 p.m., $35-$75. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 2/15 


Andras Schiff: 2 p.m., $36-$99. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Beth Hart: W/ Monty Byrom, 8 p.m., sold out. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Billy Idol: W/ Broncho, 8 p.m., sold out. Fox Theater 
- Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

Jane Monheit: Over the Rainbow - Music of Judy 
Garland: 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m., $25-$70. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Olli Mustonen: 3 p.m., $32. UC Berkeley, Hertz Hall, 
College & Bancroft, Berkeley. 

Opera San Jose: Where Angels Fear to Tread: 
3 p.m., $50-Si11. The California Theatre, 345 S. 
First St., San Jose. 

Renaud Capucon & Khatia Buniatishvili: 3 p.m., 
$39-$53. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 


Epi cE 
KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM 


Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra: W/ featured 
pianist Héléne Grimaud, 7 p.m., $36-$124. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Sacred & Profane: 4 p.m., $20. St. Francis Lutheran 
Church, 152 Church, San Francisco. 

St. Paul & The Broken Bones: W/ Sean Rowe, 8 
p.m., $25-$35 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 


MONDAY 2/16 


Meghan Trainor: W/ Sheppard, 7 p.m., $25- 
$33.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco. 

Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra: W/ featured 
pianist Héléne Grimaud, 8 p.m., $36-$124. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 2/17 


Cursive: W/ Beach Slang, Twinsmith, 8 p.m., $20. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. 

Less Than Jake: W/ Reel Big Fish, Authority Zero, 
7:30 p.m., $25-$27. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

Mardi Gras San Francisco Style: Fat Tuesday 
in the Fillmore: W/ Bobbie Webb, 5 p.m., free. 
Fillmore Center Plaza, Fillmore (at O'Farrell), 
San Francisco. 


WEDNESDAY 2/18 


Asaf Avidan: 8 p.m., $30. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus, San Francisco. 

Scott Hamilton Quintet featuring Harry Allen: 
7:30 p.m., $25-$50. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
San Francisco. 


Boozeland 





2/14 VALENTINE’S DAY 


SUBLIMINALSF PRESENTS 


Wed, Feb 11 Wed, Feb 18 





The Best Of OVV Lom eerecen hoes en 
Tanta) CAN HICKS ails nll LICKS cweerw OLDER SUN [aor 


10PM ONLY $5 
| LOVE ROCK N ROLL! 


2/15 SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


cepa eagle 2716 = =MOJITO MONDAYS 
LEE D EWY7 > $5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 

Sun, Feb 22 - 9pm TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


Thu-Fri, Feb 12-13 
Celebrated jazz pianist 


KEIKO MATSUI 


Mon, Feb 16 - CD Release 


MICHAEL O°NEILL W/ KENNY WASHINGTON 


Tue, Feb 1'7 


PROTOCOL II 


feat. Simon Phillips, Andy Timmons, Ernest Tibbs 


SHUFFLE BOARD 
CAO 


OPEN NOON » 2 AM 


Fri-Sat, Feb 20-21 
Soulful song stylist of the first order 


KENNY LATTIMORE 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAO 


510 LARKIN 


& Steve Weingart GEORGE BROOKS & TERRY RILEY | 7” NR A a klk apie) atepleid aid 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 


CAS 
UPSTAIRS BAR 


AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


218 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


Tue-Wed, Feb 24-25 


NETTWORK TRIO 


Wed, Mar 4 


MOLLY RINGWALD 


Sat, Feb 28 Fri-Mon, Mar 6-9 


JODY WATLEY trAl. SHALAMAR KENNY G 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
CONTACT ROBERT@YOSHIS.COM TO HOST A PRIVATE EVENT 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%* MON-THU 4PM-2AM ~* FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
%*& WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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Lookout: 3600 16th St., S.F. “Stupid Cupid!,” anti-Val- 
entine’s Day party with DJs Aki & Shawn P, 9 p.m. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, S.F. “Bollywood,” w/ Nacho 
Chapado, Yinon Yahel, Meital De Razon, Misha 
Skye, 10 p.m., $50. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. “As You Like It: A Valentine's Day 
Love Affair,” w/ Kerri Chandler, Mike Servito, Mike 
Gushansky, 10 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Beats 4 Freaks,” w/ Halo, 
Antonio Manigrassi, Vedda, Cris Zuniga, Chase, 9:30 
p.m., $10 before 11 p.m. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., S.F. “Cupid Can Suck It: A Singles 
Dance Party,’ 9 p.m., $5 (free with RSVP). 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., S.F. “Get Lucky!,” w/ DJs Six 
& Candy, 9 p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. “Jackhammer Disco," w/ 
Basement Jaxx (DJ set), Vincenzo, David Harness, 
Santiago Lopez, 9 p.m., $20-$30. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. ‘“Shoop!: The Real Love Edition,” 
w/ DJs Tommy T & Bryan B, 9 p.m. 


PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 1995! 


BRAD WILSON 
BLUES BAND 


THU, FEB. 12+ 7:30PM & 9:30PM - $15 


SHANE DWIGHT 


FRI, FEB. 13 - 7:30PM & 1OPM - $22 


LAVAY SMITH anpb 
HER RED HOT SKILLET LICKERS 
SAT, FEB. 14 - 7:30PM & IOPM - $30 


NANCY WRIGHT 


“PUTTING DOWN ROOTS” 
CD RELEASE SHOW 


SUN, FEB. 15> 7PM & 9PM - $15 


2/\7 > MARDI GRAS wrtuenortiseach Brass BAND 
2/18 - THE STEEPWATER BAND 

2/19 > STEVIE RAY VAUGHAN TRIBUTE 
2/20 - STEVIE RAY VAUGHAN TRIBUTE 
2/21» DELTA WIRES 

2/22 ¢ JASON KING BAND 


BOX OFFICE: 401 MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 


ANDBLUES.COM 
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Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, S.F. ““Cockblock: A Very Special 
Backstreet Boys vs. *NSYNC Valentine's Day Edition,” 
w/ DJs China G & Jenna Riot, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. Jochen Miller, Khomha, 
Blurr, Erika K, Jonny Atom, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 
S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. “Pound Puppy: Puppy 
Love," w/ DJs Conor, CarrieOnDisco, Taco Tuesday, 

and Kevin O'Connor, 10 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., S.F. “Frolic: A Celebration 
of Costume & Dance,” w/ resident DJ NeonBunny, 
Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., $8 ($4 
in costume). 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. ‘Hell’a Tight!,” 
w/ Lindsay Slowhands, Second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. Sick Individuals, 10 p.m., 
$10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. “Straighten It 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


THURSDAY, 2/12 - 9PM - $15 





eooereeoe eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee oe eee Heo 


FRIDAY, 2/13 - 9PM -$8 


eeoeceeec eee eee eee ee ee ee eee eee eee eee sesso eee eees 


SUNDAY, 2/15 - 4PM - FREE 


WEDNESDAY, 2/18 - 8PM - $15 


THURSDAY, 2/19 - 9PM - $7 


FRIDAY, 2/20 - 9PM 
$5 BEFORE 10PM; $10 AFTER 10PM 


eoeeeeee eee eee eee ee ee eee reese esses eeeseseeeee ee eee 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 


Out,” w/ DJ Jerry Nice, 10 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., S.F. “The Hustle: Valentine's 
Day Edition,” w/ Sean G, Black Yuppie Life, Marcellus, 
Segundito_2K1, 10 p.m., $5. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., S.F. Seshollowaterboyz, Chaunc- 
eyCC, 9 p.m., $17. 


ACOUSTIC 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Lily & Madeleine, Shannon 
Hayden, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, S.F. ‘Women Make Music,” w/ 
Audrey Howard, Jessica Rose, The P’s & Q's, Dillbilly, 
3 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Joseph, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, S.F. The Parmesans, 9:30 
p.m., free. 


JAZZ 
Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F. Grant Levin Quar- 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 
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BEATS 4 FREAKS PRESENTS: 
HALO (H/FOUNDATION) / 
VEDDA / CRIS ZUNIGA / 

ANT( BRIQIMANIGRASS: / CHASE 


BIG SPLASH DAY 2: 

MANICS 7 ey 7 ai 
"MM HONEY / DJ SETS 

bat Neva BEN Ane 


AMAZING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30P - &:30P 


LOUNGE Tare clue Sonne 
CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 


| MONARCHSFE.COM, 





tet, Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., $10 
suggested donation per adult. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Valentine's Day with 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7:30 & 
10 p.m., $30. 

Chez Hanny: 1300 Silver, S.F. New York Standards 
Quartet, 4 p.m., $20 suggested donation. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Josh Jones 
Latin Jazz Ensemble, 10 p.m. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, S.F. Paula West, 
7 &10 p.m., $35-$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Bill “Doc” 
Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, S.F. Vince Lateano & Frank 
Jackson, 8 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, S.F. Zach Hash Group, 9 p.m., 
free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, S.F. Valentine's Day 
Dinner & Show with the Pascal Bokar Group & African 
Dance Revue, 6:30 p.m., $49.95. 








TEMPLESF.COM | Vir © TAM 


540 MUWARD ST ia 


FUCTROGL COM CEMMARVLGREIL - TUITTTE COM WCRARRYEIEE - 
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Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. The Robert 
Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 
Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Barbara Ochoa, 8 p.m.., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, S.F. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, S.F. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 
for tango lesson (free dance after 1 p.m.). 

Croatian American Cultural Center: 60 Onondaga, 
S.F. The Tambura Tradition: 16th San Francisco 
Tamburitza Festival, Sat., Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., 
Feb. 15, noon, $12-$15. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. ““Tormenta Tropical,” 
w/ Calentura, DJ Chucuchu, Orol1, DeeJay Theory, 
10 p.m., $5-S10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. “El SuperRitmo,” 
w/ DJs Roger Mas & EI Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5- 
$10. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, S.F. Valentine's 
Day Dinner & Show with Eddy Navia & Pachamama >> 


T=mP l= 


J+ INFO sx TEMPLESF.COM 
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Band, 7:30 p.m., $69.95 (includes three-course 
dinner). 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, S.F. Boca do Rio, 
Sarah Cabral Trio, 7:30 p.m., $15-$25. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F. BrazilVox, Second 
Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, S.F. Hermanos 
Flores, Grupo Miramar, Rudy La Scala, 8 p.m., $35- 
$40 advance. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, S.F. “Club Fuego," 9:30 
p.m. 


BLUES 


Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, S.F. The Voice 
featuring Patty Bobo, 6 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Big Bones & Chris 
Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Dave Workman, Second 
Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Henry Oden, 
9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


SoundBox: 300 Franklin, S.F. SoundBox: Sticks & Stones, 
Feb. 13-14, 9 p.m., $25. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. Valentine's 
Luv Fest with Steppin’, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $10- 
$12. 


SOUL 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Con Brio, The 
Seshen, 9 p.m., $15-$18. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, S.F. J-Soul, 9 p.m. 

The Social Study: 1795 Geary Blvd., S.F. ‘Wax Poetics 
After Dark," w/ DJ Freddy Anzures, Second Saturday 
of every month, 8 p.m., free. 


SUNDAY 2/15 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. ‘““Amoe- 
bapalooza S.F.,""9 p.m., $5. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. The Wedding Present, 
Jon Langford with Jean Cook, Brass Band Mission, 
Revolutions Per Minute benefit show & Mardi Gras 
celebration, 8:30 p.m., $30. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., S.F. 1349, Origin, Abysmal 
Dawn, Wolvhammer, Serpent Crown, 7:30 p.m., 
$15-$18. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Raised by Zebras, Beast 
Fiend, Rumble Mother, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Saints of Valory, 
Jessarae, 8 p.m., $12. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. The Aerosols, 
Latitude, Talkies, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. Kepi Ghoulie, 
Sharkanoid, Protected Left, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 


DANCE 


BeatBox: 314 tith St., S.F. “Union,” w/ DJ Steve Sher- 
wood, 5-11 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “Big Top,” 9 p.m. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., S.F. "80s at 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 
8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. “Dub Mission,” w/ Nick- 
odemus, Alsarah, DJ Sep, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, 
and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

Hornblower Cruises: Pier 3, S.F. Sunset Sound System 
Valentine Formal Boat Party, w/ Eddie C, Solar, Galen, 
J-Bird, Mozhgan, 5 p.m., $55-$65 advance. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. “Sweater Funk,” 
10 p.m., free. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, S.F. Kenji Takimi, Honey Soundsystem, 
10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 


a od 


Sweat Out Your Feelings 


ST. PAUL AND THE BROKEN BONES 


With Sean Rowe, 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 14 and 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 15, at the Fillmore. $25; thefillmore.com 


Talk about a whirlwind year: When this Birmingham, Alabama-based sev- 
en-piece takes the Fillmore’s storied stage this Valentine’s Day, it will have been 
just under a year since it released Half the City, the band’s first full-length. Since 
then, theirs is aname that’s been on just about every music critic’s lips, thanks to 
wildly soulful live performances (their set at Hardly Strictly Bluegrass 2014 was 
one of the most spirited of the weekend, and that’s saying something) and an in- 
fectious marriage of raw, gritty emotion with grooves that cut straight to the 
bone. Half the City is the kind of debut that unfortunately sets up nearly impossi- 
ble expectations for a sophomore record, but for the time being, the guys don’t 
seem concerned with anything other than putting on one hell of a live experience 
— and whether you're coupled up or flying solo this V-Day, we can think of few 
better places to sweat out your feelings on the dancefloor. Emma Silvers 





Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, S.F. ““Torg,"’ 18+ dance party 
with Ilan Bluestone, SNR, Zulu Company, 9 p.m., 
$20 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., S.F. “Disco Daddy," w/ DJ 
Bus Station John, Third Sunday of every month, 
7 p.m., $5. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, S.F. “Chase the Bass,” w/ Party 
Favor, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. “Return of the 
Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. JimBo Trout & The Fish- 
people, The Shut-Ins, Mitch Polzak, 8 p.m., $10. 
The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, S.F. Bernal 

Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, S.F. ‘Pop Through the Ages,” 
sing-along show with the Jerk Church Tabernacle 
Choir, The Insufferables, The Forlorn Hope, Mister 
Minou, Rosalynn la Roux, DJ Smudge, 7 p.m., $5- 
$7. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. The Hot Baked Goods, Third 
Sunday of every month, 6 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, S.F. Ouroboros, 4:30 p.m. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, S.F. Electric Squeezebox 
Orchestra, 6:30 p.m., free. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, S.F. Paula West, 
7 p.m., $35-$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Bill “Doc” 
Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Main Library, Fisher Children’s Center: 100 Larkin, 
S.F. Marcus Shelby: Live at the Black Hawk - A Time 
Traveling Children's Concert, noon, free. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, S.F. The Cottontails, Third 
Sunday of every month, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Lavay Smith & 
Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
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NOISE POP 


FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 12015 - 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
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BEST COAST ° GEOGRAPHER © FLIGHT FACILITIES 0° DAN DEACON © THAO (or THAO & THE GET DOWN STAY DOWN) 
HOW TO DRESS WELL ° CATHEDRALS ° JAMES VINCENT MCMORROW soio) ° JIM ADKINS oF simmy Eat wortD 
SLOW MAGIC o GIRAFFAGE © THE CHURCH ©o KINDNESS o SURFER BLOOD o CRAFT SPELLS oOLES SINS 

LANGHORNE SLIM o!!! DJS 0GROUPER © FOXES IN FICTION o OWEN PALLETT (soto) ° MYSTERY SKULLS 
CHERRY GLAZERR oc DAWN GOLDEN oc BLACKBIRD BLACKBIRD °OMICK JENKINS ONO JOY 
JESSICA PRATT oc SCREAMING FEMALES o THE BLACK RYDER o KEVIN MORBY © ZACH ROGUE 
ONELINEDRAWING oc COSMONAUTS oc KIRK KNIGHT cpro.cra) o ELEANOR FRIEDBERGER cor Fiery Furnaces) 


AND MANY MORE 


SF 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. “Brazil & Beyond,” 
7p.m., free. 

Croatian American Cultural Center: 60 Onondaga, 
S.F. The Tambura Tradition: 16th San Francisco 
Tamburitza Festival, Sat., Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m.; Sun., 
Feb. 15, noon, $12-$15. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., S.F. The Balkan 
Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, S.F. ViBO Simfani, Creative 
World Music Ensemble, The Blue Hours, 8 p.m., 
$10-$20. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. Nancy Wright, 7 & 
9 p.m., $15. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, S.F. Little Wolf & 
The HellCats, 4 p.m. 


y.\ Be) (eo) hy: \ eve] 
FRI FEB 13 
UNWRITTEN LAW (acoustic) 
W/ LINDSAY PERRY, THE SHELL 
CORPORATION, GHOST PARADE 
SUN FEB 15 
1349 W/ ORIGIN, ABYSMAL DAWN, 
WOLVHAMMER, SERPENT CROWN 
TUE FEB 17 
10 YEARS W/ OTHERWISE, 
THE GLORIOUS SONS, LUMINOTH 
sie a | - we) 
THE DEVIL IN CALIFORNIA 
W/ ZED, THADDEUS GONZALEZ, RUBBLE 
0) = 
Ii THE BREATHER 
W/ EXOTYPE, FOREVERMORE, 
COME THE DAWN 
asisna-w—v4 
EYE HEART SF PRESENTS: 
KAP SLAP 
W/ GAZZO AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
THU MAR 5S 
THE DREAMING 
W/ DIE SO FLUID 
FRI MAR G 
THE TRAGIC 
THRILLS 
W/ TRAPPER SCHOEPP, AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
TUES MAR 10 
BRAVE NATIVE 
W/ DAVE PATTEN, POPPY’S FIELD, 
LAUREN MAYHEW 
WED MAR 11 
SINGLE MOTHERS 
W/ THE DIRTY NIL, LOVE MOON 
WED MAR 11 
FALLUJAH 
W/ ARCHSPIRE, LORNA SHORE, 
THE ZENITH PASSAGE 
THU MAR 12 
MOTOR SISTER 
(FEAT: SCOTT IAN OF ANTHRAX, 
JOHN TEMPESTA OF THE CULT, 
JOEY VERA OF ARMORED SAINT) 
FRI MAR 13 
RED JUMPSUIT APPARATUS 
& A SKYLIT DRIVE 
W/ WOLVES AT THE GATE, FOR THE WIN 
WED MAR 18 
BRIEF LIVES wW/ SPECIAL GUESTS 
FRI MAR 20 
SAVIOURS 
W/ TOMES AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
SUN MARCH 22 
PIG DESTROYER 
W/ GHOUL, ACXDC, DESPISE YOU 


375 ELEVENTH ST. 
415-626-1409 


ADVANCE TIX @ 
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Blues Power, 4 p.m.,; Silvia 
C, Third Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Swig: 571 Geary, S.F. Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 
9 p.m., free. 


MONDAY 2/16 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

Delirium Cocktails: 3139 16th St., S.F. “Null & Void,” 
w/ resident DJs Bite Mark & Erix, Third Monday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., S.F. “Death Guild,’ 18+ dance 
party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & 
guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ““M.0.M. (Mo- 
town on Mondays)," w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo 
Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 


Sweetwater 
wt MUSIC HALL f@ee 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD * MUSIC 
FRI 2/13 7PM $20 ADV / $22 DOS 
MARK KARAN & SPECIAL GUESTS 
SAT 2/14 7PM $24 ADV / $27 DOS 


OVER THE RHINE 
WITH WILLIAM FITZSIMMONS 


TUES 2/17 6:30PM FREE WITH PRIZES 
TRIVIA CAFE 

HOSTED BY HOWARD RACHELSON 

WED 2/18 7PM $29 ADV / $32 DOOR 


STORM LARGE 

FRI 2/20 8PM $30 ADV / $34 DOOR 
THE TUBES 

SAT 2/21 8PM $20 DOOR 

THE STONE FOXES 

SUN 2/22 6PM FREE 
LUMANATION & LORIN 
ROWAN’S CARRIBEAN BLUE 
TUES 2/246PM FREE 


JAY’S HAPPY SUNSHINE 
BURGER JOINT 

PLUS MAD MAMA AND THE BONAFIDE FEW 
WED 2/25 7PM $12 ADV / $15 DOOR 
SOUL SKA 


FEAT JON KORTY OF VINYL, RYAN SCOTT 
& ALEK BAKY OF MONOPHONICS & MORE 


THUR 2/26 7PM SI7 DOOR 


PETER BRADLEY ADAMS 
WITH OLIVIA DAVIS 


SAT 2/28 7 & 9:30PM TWO SHOWS! $37 ADV / $47 DOS 


DEL MCCOURY BAND 
WED 3/47PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


HEARTLESS BASTARDS 

FRI 3/6 8 & 10:30PM TWO SHOWS! $30 ADV / $35 DOS 
GRAMMY AWARD WINNING 
REBIRTH BRASS BAND 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS EMAIL: AARON@SWMH.COM 
19 CORTE MADERA AVENUE MILL VALLEY, cA . 
415-388-3850 | SWEETWATERMUSICHALL.COM 


» 
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Make-Out Room 


’ 


THURS 2/12 AT 6PM FREE 


DUB RIOT! 


70S DUB REGGAE & BEYOND! 
W/ THEE VEXED ONE & DJ DARTAJAX 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


FESTIVAL ‘68 
ROCKSTEADY, EARLY REGGAE & SKA 
RESIDENT SELECTOR ADAM & GUESTS 
MADAME STREGGAE” + DJ NINA + 
QUEEN MAJESTY” + DJ SABOTEUR 


FRI 2/13 AT 6 PM FREE 


COOL AS FUCK! 
SECOND FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 
W/ DJS KEVIN, BRIAN, LIAM, & RAUL 
SPINNING GUITAR-BASED INDIE POP GEMS 
THAT SPARKLE AND SHINE, LOUDLY RIP AND 
GENTLY ROAR, NU RAVE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 
DANCE IN YOUR UNDERPANTS VALENTINES PARTY! 
FREE ADMISSION FOR THOSE IN UNDERWEAR 
PANTS-CHECK AVAILABLE 


LAST NITE 


2000S INDIE DANCE PARTY 
POST PUNK, FREAK FOLK, SYNTH POP, NU 
RAVE, CHILL WAVE & GARAGE 


W/ DJS JAMIE JAMS & EMDEE 


SAT 2/14 AT 6:30PM $5-$20 
WRITERS WITH DRINKS! 
W/ CHARLIE JANE ANDERS 
RUTH OZEKI * DAVID KOEHN 
ROSE CARAWAY © KATE WILLETT 


FOLLOWING AT 10 PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCE-HALL, HOP-HOP, REGGAE- 
TON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN 2/15 AT 7:30PM $8 
“SLOPPY SECONDS RECORD RELEASE” 


THE AEROSOLS, LATITUDE, 
& THE TALKIES 


MON 2/16 AT 7:30PM FREE 


SAD BASTARDS CLUB 
SONGWRITER ROUND ROBIN W/ 
HOST TOM HEYMAN 
TIM COHEN * BOB FRANK « JAMES FINCH 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


WHISKEY RIVER 


BOOZE-FUELED, HARD-LIVIN’, HEART-BREA- 
KIN’, FOOT-STOMPIN’ VINTAGE COUNTRY! 
W/ DJ HANDLEBARS & PRETTY RICKY 


TUES 2/17 AT 7PM $10 


WRITE CLUB! 


WE PUNCH YOU WITH OUR WORD FISTS! 6 WRIT- 
ERS FOR 7 MINUTES EACH IN 3 BOUT OF LITER- 
ARY FISTICUFFS YOU PICK THE WINNERS! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP AND SWEET 60S SOUL 
W/ DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 
(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2:00 am+MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR” pei THRU SUNDAY 
"ti 


$4 WELLS /$4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/' $2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 





THURSDAY FEB 12 $5 


FRIDAY FEB 13 $10 ADV 


(& *DJ K-OS*) 
SATURDAY FEB 14 $10 ADV 


feat 
SUNDAY FEB 15 


FREE PARTY! 
MONDAY FEB 16 FREE SHOW 


_ TUESDAY FEB 17 $5 


(*3RD TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH*) 
feat 


WEDNESDAY FEB 18 $7 


feat ‘AE 
THURSDAY FEB 19 $10 


THURSDAY MARCH 5 $12 ADV 
The Chapel 
** BELLYMAN’S BALL ** 


“A Double Feature Album Release” 





BooM BooM RooM Presents 
in New Orleans: 


@ JAZZ FEST 2015 
10 shows at night! 
April 23-30 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Windy Hill, Third Monday 
of every month, 9 p.m.., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Open Mic with Brendan 
Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. “Sad Bastard 
Club,” w/ Tom Heyman & guests, Third Monday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, S.F. “Acoustic Bistro,” 
7p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Eugene Pliner 
Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, S.F. City Jazz 
Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


fa re EN 


N FIF 
FEB 12TH 
TCHAMI 


GIRL UNIT 
219 BOYS + MORE! 


;< 


FEB 13TH - 


STWO 


48 
To} —4 PE dF | (soulection) 
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FEB. 19TH 


SALVA 
+ PROBLEM 


+ SPECIAL GUESTS 
‘ 


FEB 28TH 


PURA / UPSCALE LATIN NIGHTCLUB 


pee), ) Mo) 4 = 


TIX: WWW.PURACLUB.COM 


Ok 
TICKETS ne 
WWW.1015.cOM 
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Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, S.F. SalsaCrazy 
Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., 
$60/four weeks. 
The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. ““Kizomba by 
the Bay,” 8 p.m., $5 ($10 with dance lessons), 
playasf.com. 


REGGAE 
Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., S.F. “Skylarking,” w/ 1&| 
Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 
BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, S.F. “Fried Chicken & 
Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. The Bachelors, 9:30 
p.m. 


$8 MEZZANINE 


THU FEBRUARY 12 - SPIV 
KINKY oan 

aca 
SAT FEBRUARY 14 - LOPIV 


BOLLYWOOD 


FRI FEBRUARY 20 - 9PIV 
ETIENNE DE GRECY 


4 


THU FEBRUARY 26 - 9PIV 
MYSTERY SKULLS 


BLACKBIRD BLACKBIRD MOISE POP 


SAT FEBRUARY 28 - PIV 


KINDNESS por 


| a 


J.) MARCH FOURTH! 

)).). HUCEI 

J).) > GOLDFISH uve 

03.15 JBO0G 

J5.) REBEL SOULJAHZ 

2) BUNGANDE 

0.25 MAZMINE SULLIVAN 
2° QUANTIC, BLOCKHEAD 
00 LUILDYWODD & THE PRICK 


ME TIAMINES! COW | 415. 675.008! 214 





TUESDAY 2/17 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Be Calm Honcho, Brother 
Grand, Coo Coo Birds, 9 p.m., $7. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. Scary Little Friends, 
8 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., S.F. 10 Years, Otherwise, The 
Glorious Sons, Luminoth, 8 p.m., $15-$18. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Catalogue, Blood Orgy, 
8:30 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Black Star Safari, 
Picklehorse, Ryan Behling, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. King Lollipop, Meat 
Market, Plastic Pulse, DJ Janelle Blarg, 9 p.m., 
Sf 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, S.F. “High Fantasy," 
w/ DJ Myles Cooper, drag performances, more, 10 
p.m., $3-$5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Soundpieces,” 10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & 
Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Shelter,” 10 
p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, S.F. Songwriter in 
Residence: Josh Beemish, 7 p.m. continues through 
Feb. 24. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Scott H. Biram, 
Snakearm, 9 p.m., $12. 


JAZZ 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F: Celebrate 
Mardi Gras with the Jazz Mafia, Stanford Marching 
Band, Brass Band Mission, plus food by Cajun Pacific, 
8 p.m., $10-S15. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, S.F. Terry Disley's Rocking 
Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Clifford Lamb, 
Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, S.F. “Tuesday Night Jump,” 
w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Emily Hayes, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. BWax Fat Tuesday, w/ 
BrazilVox, DJs Elan & Carioca, 9 p.m., $10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Underground Nomads,” w/ 
rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus 
guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. “Echale Mas 
Salsa," 9 p.m., free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., S.F. “Tropicana Tuesdays,’’ w/ 
rotating DJs The Whooligan, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, 
J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and Stepwise, 9 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, S.F. “Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior 
Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. “Bay City Blues,” w/ 
Chris Cain, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. G.G. Amos Duo, 5:30 p.m.; 
Lisa Kindred, Third Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, S.F. sfSoundSa- 
lonSeries, w/ Ignaz Schick & Joana Holanda, 7:43 
p.m., $8-$15. 


WEDNESDAY 2/18 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., S.F. Assateague, False 
Priest, Shoulderblades, 9 p.m., $8. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, S.F. Daytime 
Nightlife, Captain Narwhal, Middle Class Murder, 
Sayers, 8 p.m., $5-$10. 
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Daniel Muller 


Exhaustively Literate, Secretly Funky 


CURSIVE 


With Beach Slang and Twinsmith, 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 17, 

at Great American Music Hall. $20; slimspresents.com 

This year will mark the 20th anniversary of the establishment of Cursive, an 
Omaha-based confederacy of musicians committed to questioning the meanings 
of life and love by way of emotionally combustible, exhaustively literate, secretly 
funky concept albums. There have been seven of these so far, the most recent of 
which is 2012’s crunchy [Am Gemini, but this tour centers on its 2003 LP The Ugly 
Organ, the pinnacle to date in the band’s brand of studied melodrama. (Organ was 
expanded and reissued in November by Saddle Creek, the Omaha rootsgaze label 
Cursive singer Tim Kasher helped build up to mid-aughts ascendancy along with 
Conor Oberst of Bright Eyes.) The band will be supported by Philadelphia’s Beach 
Slang, which splits the difference between Gin Blossoms and the Gaslight An- 
them, and its fellow Omahan rockers in Twinsmith, whose every note reaffirms 
that they should be on Saddle Creek too (they are). Daniel Levin Becker 








Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, S.F. Capsula, The Love Me 
Nots, City of Women, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, S.F. Bellyfruit, The Sweet Di- 
vide, Willie Mammoth, DJ Terry Dactyl, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, S.F. Halfdead Shakes, 

The Swvells, Casting Circles, 9 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, S.F. “Pussy Party,’ w/ Sasha, Ms. 
Jackson, guests, 9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, S.F. “‘Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ 
DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, S.F. ‘Electro Pop Rocks,” 
18+ dance party with Dirtyphonics, 9 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, S.F. “Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Inner Mission: 2050 Bryant, S.F. “Morning Gloryville 
San Francisco," w/ Ramona, Peter Blick, Rachel 
Torro, Danis, 6:30 a.m., $18-$25. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., S.F. “Burn Down the 
Disco,’ w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, Third Wednesday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, S.F. “Booty Call,’ w/ Juanita More 
& guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, S.F. “Bump,” w/ resident 
DJ Marky Ray, 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, S.F. “EQ Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, S.F. ‘Mixtape Wednesdays,” 
10 p.m., $5. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., S.F. “Wu-Tang Wednesdays,” 
w/ DJ Kevvy Kev, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, S.F. Duck Baker, 
7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, S.F. EDJ, Kacey Johansing, 
Farallons, 8 p.m., $15. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., S.F. Ryan Montbleau, Cris 
Jacobs, 8 p.m., $15. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, S.F. Gaucho, Eric Garland's 
Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free; free. 
Balancoire: 2565 Mission, S.F. “Cat's Corner,” 9 

p.m., $10. 
Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, S.F. Terry Disley’s Rocking 
Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, S.F. Jazztronauts, 
8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, S.F. Charles Unger 
Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, S.F. The Cosmo Alleycats fea- 
turing Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, S.F. Kathy Holly, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., S.F. “Baobab!,” timba 
dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

Inner Mission: 2050 Bryant, S.F. Alternative Milonga, 
8 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, S.F. ‘‘Bachatalicious,” 
7 p.m., $5-$10. 


REGGAE 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, S.F. Groundation, 
Lior Ben-Hur, 9 p.m., $25. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, S.F. The Steepwater Band, 
7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, S.F. Stan Erhart, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, S.F. ‘Twang Jr.,” 
w/ Paul Hayward, 9:30 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Second Act Marketplace & Events: 1727 Haight, 
S.F. V.E.X., Thomas Dimuzio, AAH, Walter Funk’s 
Hologlyphics + Kwisp, 7:30 p.m., $5. 


SOUL 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, S.F. ‘Soul Train 
Revival,” w/ Ziek McCarter & The Funky Goods, Third 
Wednesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, S.F. “The 45 Slew,” w/ 
resident DJs Micah Aza & Al Lover, First and Third 
Wednesday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., S.F. “Color Me Badd,” coloring 
books and R&B jams with Matt Haze, DJ Alarm, 
Broke-Ass Stuart, guests, Wednesdays, 5:30-9:30 
p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, S.F. Freddie Hughes 
& Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 
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$150 COUPLES PACKAGE 


INCLUDES ADMISSION FOR TWO & BOTTLE OF MOET W/ (ABLE DANCE 
PURCHASE AT WWWHUSTLERCLUBSECODM =~ — 





LARRY FLYNTS 
HUSTLER CLUB. 


1031 KEARNY - NORTH BEACH - 415.434.1301 
#HUSTLERCLUBSF @SF_HUSTLERCLUB 





LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE EAT MUSIC | FEBRUARY 12-18,2015 | 51 


REAL PEOPLE 
REAL DESIRE 
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THE ETHICAL SADIST 


By Dan Savage 


My 15-year-old son has been watching sadistic porn — 
and ONLY sadistic porn — for acouple of years. He also 
tells us (husband and me) that, though he’s not had sex 
(which he defines as penetration), he’s had oral sex, hand- 
jobs, etc., and that he didn't “flash on” violent images at 
those times. But he says he thinks about this type of porn 
all the time — allday, every day — and fantasizes about 
doing sadistic things to the girls he dates. This all came out 
as we started having conversations about respect and dat- 
ing! I proceeded to freak the hell out (though not around 
him). As the mom and as a woman, I’m upset. I want in- 
formation, but it makes me sick to read about sexual vio- 
lence. Particularly when I know there's an unwilling 
partner involved, as my son hints he prefers — gang 
rapes are an example. Though we try to be open and talk 
about relationships, sex, real-world stuff, this caught me 
completely off guard. My husband doesn't believe there's 
much reason to worry (yet?), because to us, his friends and 
family and girlfriends (as far as I know), he’s a very differ- 
ent type of person. He's involved in school sports and his 
grades are good. He has friends. There have been zero in- 
stances of violence from day care into high school. Are 
there signs — more signs — that Ineed to watch for? Is 
he already a danger to himself or others? Where did we 
drop the ball? 

Parent Absolutely Needs Information 
Concerning Kid’s Erotic Development 


“Full props to PANICKED for not freaking out in front 
of her son, and for having always kept the door open 
for these conversations,’ said Dr. James Cantor. “I 
don’t think she’s dropped the ball: Fate just suddenly 
dropped her into a whole new game.” 

Before we get to Dr. Cantor’s advice for you, 
PANICKED, here’s why you should listen to him: He 
is one of the top experts in the world on atypical 
sexualities and has worked with thousands of sexu- 
al offenders — and thousands of perfectly healthy 
kinksters. He is a clinical psychologist, an associate 
professor of psychiatry at the University of Toron- 
to, and the editor in chief of Sexual Abuse: A Journal 
of Research and Treatment. He knows what he’s 
talking about. Now let’s listen to Dr. Cantor... 

“The chances of there being something serious 
to worry about here are very small,” said Dr. Can- 
tor. “It is true that psychopathic sex killers have 
violent sexual fantasies, but it doesn’t work the 
other way around: Having violent sexual fantasies 
doesn’t mean anyone is likely developing into a 
psychopathic sex killer. The great majority of people 
who enjoy violent (or violent-looking) porn are into 
healthy BDSM. Going just by the numbers, this is 
(by far) the most likely outcome.” 

What do we know about people who develop 
into psychopathic sex killers — or some other sort 
of sex offender — and what should you watch for? 

“We don’t know much,” said Dr. Cantor. “Politi- 
cians will spend enormous sums on punishment but 
barely anything on research to prevent sex crimes 
in the first place. What is very clear, however, is 
that psychopathic sex killers are psychopathic: They 
have a callous disregard for the well-being of others 
and often have a long history of conduct problems, 
generally apparent much before age 15. A history of 
good peer friendships, healthy family relationships, 
and a typical social and dating life all argue against 
PANICKED’s son being a danger to others.” 

So it’s unlikely that your son is the next Ted 
Bundy, PANICKED. The likelier scenario is this: 
Your son is really, really kinky. Some sons are. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Cantor, not much research has been 
done into how people become kinky — there’s 
zero money for that kind of research — but all of 


HEALTH & WELLNESS EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


the healthy adult kinksters Dr. Cantor has worked 
with could list things they wish they'd known when 
they were kinky teenagers. 

Here’s one thing your kinky teenager needs to 
know: One day, he'll be able to explore his kinks with 
consenting adult partners — there are kinky wom- 
en out there who enjoy bondage, erotic pain, consen- 
sual group sex (aka “gang rapes”), pretending to be 
“unwilling partners,” etc. — but for now, he'll have 
to stick to vanilla sex, which he enjoys, as his kinks 
aren't something he can spring on a high school girl- 
friend. His kinks aren’t something he can spring on 
any woman, ever. The stuff he’s interested in can be 
explored only after a mutual interest is established, 
each and every item on the menu is carefully negoti- 
ated, and consent is obtained and sustained. 

“It would help to find this boy some role mod- 
els,” said Dr. Cantor. 

At 15, your son is too young to find kinky role 
models in the usual places — munches, classes, play 
parties — but he can find role models right now in 
books written about safe, sane, consensual kink by 
safe, sane, consensual kinksters. A few suggested 
titles: The Ultimate Guide to Kink: BDSM, Role Play, 
and the Erotic Edge, a collection of essays edited by 
Tristan Taormino; Playing Well with Others: Your Field 
Guide to Discovering, Exploring, and Navigating the 
Kink, Leather, and BDSM Communities by Lee Har- 
rington and Mollena Williams; SM 101: A Realistic In- 
troduction by Jay Wiseman; and The Loving Dominant 
by John Warren and Libby Warren. 

“Healthy members of BDSM/kink communities 
are essentially the opposite of psychopaths,” said 
Dr. Cantor. “Although they are sexually aroused by 
violent (or violent-looking) images, they are very 
highly attuned to the feelings of their partners and 
very much want to take extreme care never to hurt 
them. Their arousal includes the idea that what 
they’re doing is providing pleasure, even though it 
might not look pleasurable to vanilla folks.” 

So that’s what the good doctor had to say, PAN- 
ICKED, and I believe we should listen to doctors. 
(An aside: Vaccinate your fucking kids, you mo- 
rons.) But we typically hear only from doctors — 
from the psychology, psychiatry, and sex-research 
varieties — when we talk about a topic like sexual 
sadism. But I always think it’s a good idea to talk to 
the people you're talking about, so... 

“['mawoman,’ said Mistress Matisse, a writer, 
professional dominatrix, and sex-workers-rights 
activist. “I’m also a sadist. Within the context of 
a BDSM scene, I derive intense psychological and 
sexual pleasure from hurting people, and over the 
last 20 years, I have dished out a great deal of phys- 
ically intense sensations to a lot of people. BDSM is 
not just about pain, but that’s the part I like best.” 

But Matisse is what you want your son to be 
when he grows up: an ethical sadist. 

“Never in my whole life have I intentionally hurt 
someone without his or her informed, enthusiastic, 
and ongoing consent,’ said Matisse. “Inflicting pain is 
my pleasure, but it’s a pleasure I’m in control of at all 
times. I feel respect, affection, and occasionally awe 
toward the people who let me push their bodies to 
the limit. We often laugh together as we play. There’s 
a tremendous intimacy and trust on both sides. 

“So it’s entirely possible to be a happy, well-ad- 
justed, loving person who's also a sadist,” said 
Matisse. “The lesson PANICKED needs to teach her 
son is that whether it’s a tender kiss or a smack on 
the ass, he must have his partner’s meaningful con- 
sent. If whatever he does springs from that, he'll be 
an ethical and responsible man.” 

Follow Dr. James Cantor on Twitter @James- 
CantorPhD. Follow Mistress Matisse on Twitter @ 
mistressmatisse. There is more advice on this at the 
bottom of the online version of this week’s column. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavaae on Twitter 
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INTERRACIAL-KINK 


A Swinger Party 
Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until... 


SAT. MAR 21 | BARE AS YOU DARE 


Deliciously Sexy és 
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select Singles 
are welcome 
to attend. 


(510)388-5108. 
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beautiful, friendly Asian 
CS Latina to choose from 
e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 
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Meet Sexy we 
Singles FREE! 

| In Your Area Rij 
415%621°7406, 


BARBARA | 


| ‘to)break the rules? 
Now/or, Never! A 

Gorgeous) Transexual 

with})7/1//2” Barbara 


1-888-660-4446 


HOT LOCAL CHAT 10 BUCK PHONE SEX 
1-708-613-2100 1-877-919-3279 


GAY & BI — REAL HORNY GIRLS 
1-708-613-2103 1-800-811-4048 
LD RATES APPLY 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 
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-) [JK MASSAGE THERAPY 





| 


MT- “Quality Asian Massage : - 
pats Body Scrub & Shampoo 
Meet Shirley, CMT 


_ Private Garage Parking |6 Years Experience 


940 Bush Street: “a CA 94109 ii 367- 8825 

















GRANB @PENING 

















1927 Ocean Ave injSF_. 
415-585-6188, 
Bring in Ad for *10 Discount 




















ORIENTAL NATURAL Se BEST MASSAGE IN TOWN 
HEALING CENTER Q SS STRESS REDUCTION 


Full Body Massage, Not 45 or, 55 
¢ Full Body 


Massage . \ 
ied ain ocr ene med item Colare| $50 per hour * 245 
tyle Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage + beeShower ee 
(VIP Room W/Shower) ° Free Parking | Bia 
| NEW! FREE BACK WALK . 


1347 Divisadero St. SF, CA 94115 a PR DISTRICT 
2505 Judah St. /30th, SF 94122 i[eloraansnelolaa e Open i BYeWsS a : 


415-566-6666 415.359.9959 


7 days 10-10 rN | @4 (=1o 1) Oxo | col. \exer-] ©) (=1e| 





* Pain Relief ® Relaxation 
, ° Friendly & Certified 
Under New | Professional Masseuses 
Management ; °* Quiet Place with 


Tables, Showers : Private Room 
& Private RoomsS Mim Free Steam & Shower 


Asian Massage | *Foot Massage 
1 - _ Body Massage $39 
y 9 


2068 Mission St. 2nd fidor o- 
415-552-6800 9am9p fn 4720 Geary Blvd (at 11th ave) 


b/t 16th/17th nears vet St. Bart et Pie tseltes 


BicensecdiMedicaliDoctonsraKes KONIC ING) ‘4 a 


RigekessseVyaluiations 


FP nel. Oy, Patients) 


( d LP 
L— Lsy 
/e HIGH QUALITY PHOTO ID roar 2 fineLit ANY Boctor 











Enjoy yourself! Full Body Massage 


The finest CMTs 
& soothing technique 
in our private rooms. 





Body Massage 
; Body Scrub 

¢ Beware 1 Some) Clinics coe and ico and)Your = we Local. COM Paces fe a $45/hr 

Recommendation Will be\Worthless = (En. —d fee Gung $30/half hr 
e Donititakeyal chance. We Are\The Oldest/and Most ye hes | Free Table Shower ‘ Bring copy 
c Only/OurlE Doctors | Will Support You in Court at Our TRUSTED or, w/ Body Massage Only *45 of ad. 

Expense )if needed.) . | | 

CETTIAEMABSe® 3490 20th St. 3rdjFloor, - ae ? 415-759-8577 

A'1'5*7.96°2254 ‘San Francisco, CA 94411 ) Vota mith prementase of coupon 2450 Taraval St (SE) « 

www.Pricel Evaluations.com Free Parking ‘Ti 
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HOUSE CLEANERS 
Great opportunity for exp. 
independents! Determine 

your own hours and 


schedule. Up to $17/hr 
base 1 on % + tips. 
References & some 
English required. 
(415) 239-1111 


Lead Software Engineer, 
Ginger.io, Inc. (San Francisco, CA): 
Will lead engineering team in 
the dev of mobile software apps 
utilized by the healthcare industry. 
Min Reqs: MSc (or foreign equiv) 
in Comp Sci, Comp Programming 
or related & 2yrs of exp developing 








Software QA Analyst -- dsgn test plans/ 
scenarios/scripts using IBM DB2, 
Maven, Ant, Java, Selenium, Jenkins, 
TestNG, JIRA, QC, Load Runner, Toad 
& Version One; perf func, integ & 
stress testing. Reqs BS in comp sci, 
info sys, eng or bus admin + 2 YR exp. 
Job in Fremont, CA & various locs in 
the US. Relocatn benefits offered. 
No telecommuting. E-mail resumes 
to Dextersoft, Inc. hrservices@ 
dextersoft.net 





SULLIVAN PROPERTIES, 


INC. 
West Maui's 
Affordable Condos. 


1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 


4O Y.O. Bi Min LTR w M, GRN-HZL eyes 
BRN hair, 5’8”, Wichita, KS, seeking to expand family 


w/ LES LTR couple18-35 Y.O. desiring to each have 
2-3 children. 


Non-smokers capable of healthy match to this 
relationship. No jealousy, no games, only healthy, 
loving expansion of family. 


This is an opportunity for a Bl-leaning couple to have a 
family in a loving home. 


Must be willing to be faithful to this relationship. 


Please send letter with statement of history/desires/ 
goals & photos to CaringHome13@gmail.com 


= 









FREE EVALUATION 
ee & Operated by CA Licensed MID 


ps \WE MATCH ANY LOCAL 
COMPETITORS PRICE 


WITH PROOF OF AD 
(rovers Recommendation Available 


D [a] (er Linx, 







a 
: - 






-_ 
- 
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ENEWAL™* 


From any doctor 


Free evaluation wait may be >380 minutes* 


See 
LOCATIONS ” } NEW.) PATIENT, VMMJDOCTOR.COM 





mobile software apps. Mail resume 
to Traunza Adams, Ginger.io, 225 
Bush St, Ste 1900, San Francisco, 

CA 94104 w/ ref to job code: GI81. 


1-800-332-1238 
www.MauiResorts.com 
















SAN FRANCISCO : 1884 Market St | SAN JOSE - 36 S. 1st St 
Mon-Sun 11am-7pm - 415-554-0171 Mon-Sun T1am-/pm - 408-298-6666 
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nage! Bar's BEST FOR LESS - WHY PAY MORE? 
Sa PRAM 


=) 8 0 St ee =) 8) 1 0 


MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


AS. Se 










I85SA Haight St. SF 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 


(415) 831-1032 


gecsf.com 
renewals 


{with this ad) 


ID CARD 


AVAILABLE 


Fm mse 


; | 843 HOWARD STREET SAN FRANCISCO 94103. (415) 541-9590 
| ae et TOR aon, 


wees ks Quin 


a 





OPEN DAILY VAI IDATED 


| |-/ PARKING @KEZAR 


24/7 


VERIFICATION 





ta 


Katarina 
HHL) 


Stina Aguchti 

vial wi 
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SFWEEKLY.COM 


BicensecdiMedicaliDoctornrsraneseronjicliing 


Prigekessrevaluationrs 


Renewals 1. New/Patients 


HIGH QUALITY PHOTO ID Cards 

Walk-ins Welcome: 

Beware! Some\Clinics Come\and/Go and}Your 

Recommendation Will be\Worthless > < 
Don’t|take’a chance. We Are\The Oldest/and Most) 22> #4 MOST 


Dependable. 
“Only/Our/Doctors Will Support You in Court at Our Mestalla Rn 
3 3490 20th /St. 3rd Flo nit f f EE canteen Tree Cow. 
4115479652254 San) Francisco, CA 941(10 ro _Preneniedee sf coupon 


‘Expense )if/needed: 
WiwwiPriceles=<Evaluiations. com 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

I like to have fun, duet and enjoy myself. Maybe you would too? 
Available days & evenin 

12noon MOMsEODYsHOP incall! Outcall 415-435-7526 





Clean and Sterile * All TARTOORPIERCING & Custom Tattoos * Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 
* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 





NOB HILL CAT CLINIC 
Free Exam for New Clients (415) 776-6122 





2 for 1 Mix and — Panties 
Match between — Bras 
these styles: — Men’s Undies 
— Hosiery 

— Nail Polish 

— Jewelry 

— Hair Bows 


Made in Downtown LA americanapparel.net 
Sweatshop Free 


SUMMER SPECIALS 
Free gift with every ID card purchase. 


OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
Mon-Sat 10:30am-6:30pm 
77 McAllister St, Ste. 200, San Francisco 
(Market/Givic Bart Station, next to Bakery) 


800-510-6490 


$35* 


RENEWALS a 


Walk-ins welcomed S45 , 4% 
NEW & 


PATIENTS 
All patients are seen by a California Licensed MD .=—~~—J 


=) = 0 Ol ae =) 8) 1 0 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


1855A Haight St. SF 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 


(415) 831-1032 P 











gecsf.com (& 
PCC Wald 
$39 new patients 
“A 2D 24/7 OFEN DAILY VALIDA' E =) 
ALE VE aele LATION i |- / rARKING(ZREZAR 


LOCATIONS” 





American Apparel 
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WE MATCH ANY LOCAL 
COMPETITORS PRICE 


WITH PROOF OF AD 


DEnIr pe R datio 
pene WIN AN IPADI* 


Assi —~< 
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** NOT AVAILABLE WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS. MUST PRESENT AD. TERMS AND CONDITIONS AT MMJDOCTOR.COM/ADS-TERMS/ *BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. COUNTDOWN STARTS WHEN YOU SUBMIT PAPERWORK, ENDS WHEN IT IS YOUR TURN. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 


com PASSIONATE HEALTH 


t of the 
win) Docto, Sa, 


SF ee 







Retail Locations: 






San Francisco— Union Square 
San Francisco—Cow Hollow 
San Francisco—Haight Ashbury 
Berkeley—Telegraph 
Napa—Napa Premium Outlets 
Palo Alto—University Ave. 
Gilroy—Gilroy Premium Outlets 
Santa Cruz—Pacific Ave. 










MISSION STREET... 


“i: ALU A'TIONS 


‘> 
415.846.0445 


1932 MISSION SI 
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94104 


sh ; tet 





coe BEST FOR LESS - WHY PAY MORE? 
ASNCISCO'S HOME Of THE : 


TOP SHELF 


PREMIUM 


orice inches tax 


pteyeesfepahes: folie baited preter x 
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